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Clarke Street about 1910. This is the Hill End I remember as a_child.
Beech's Shop right foreground, On Gay Jang next and Warry's the two
store shop opposite.

AIf Hodge and son Em baked and sold their bread from a shop

situated opposite the Royal Hotel.

in abrick baker's oven, situated at the rear of the
shop. The oven was last used in the 19505-60s when my wifc and myself
‘owned the business. Our first baker was that man of many talents Red
Jack Ellis. Jack had some initial training from Bill Lyl who b
previously been a baker for the Alf Hodge. When we extended o
busines 10 include motor repair, Jack took charge of hi side of the
‘business and Nick Harvey became our baker.

In the 19205 Alf and Em Hodge were mainly concemed with baking
and retailing bread. Em also delivered bread to customers in the town
area, using a Trojan, a chain driven motor vehicle. It had a two cylinder,
horizontally opposed,enginetht was ocated under he front sal. These
unu the the
1920s. The only other vehicle of this type that I have seen was in the
middie 19205 and was owned by an estate agent at N
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Dick Piesley's daughter Evelyn became a school teacher and after
teaching for some time in Scotland, returned to Australia and later
became Head

Like many other local Hill End people, Dick and brother Bill Piesley
were noted for their wry and original wit. Bill demonstrated this when,

ity makingbis way home, The ight was dre s s Bill i

ematic course down Clarke siret, he passed Consiable Rosser, who

chose o identify Bill by flashing a forch in his face. Bill confused by

‘unexpected illamination, responded with the question: ” Where does

Bill Piesley live?" Rosser, surprised at this response, replied: "But you
are Bill Piesley” Bill answered: "Yes [ know, but where does he live?".

as always very friendly with Bill and appreciated his original

‘. Al B 1 2 ok 0 Ko comen wols b

umed home for & hoiday. Dad asked Bill how he liked Kandos. His

eply you'l drop

deat

Afier Dick Piesley's death the business was bought by Effie Lyle.
She cotinued o ogeat th business for & umber of yer. Efies
husband Bill
help in any project for the mvnmemem i End or itscitizens. He

and

master of ceremonies at dances and caried out ll these dutis with wit
5008 hamour He i ke o Em Hodge n e 1920, and
wasa loyal friend and employee of mine as chief assistant in our general
store.
Next door 0 Piesleys' shop was a building that had been the cabiret-
i i “Tommy Ach

{mwmsc!ummm When e died moto hesses
from Bathurst or Mudgee servi drawn hearse is
0w o an bt of vhice e Bill End s,

‘The Ackland building had various tenants in later years. During the
depression, George and Anthony Betar opened a clothing shop and
hairdressing business. The hairdressing part of this business was later
taken up during the depression as a part time occupation by Bob Lincoln.
Each Saturday he cut the locals’ hair anc

Next door was a shop kept by Polly Trestrail, a very well-
proportiond lady who made and sold sweets and meat pics. She also

Furher down the sret was  pc and sweets shop kept by the Risby
family.
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Ieaves pervaded the area. Mostpeope who lived a il End during this
custom wi i

1 remember going down town with my sisters to do some shopping
on Chrismas Eve. As we walked 1o the town cenz the nly light we
10 guide us was the soft glow of lamp light, shining through the
cmm ‘windows. No motor cars to disturb the silence of the country
night. When we reached the shops in Clarke Street, dimly lit with the
soft glow of kerosene lamps, it was crowded with all
ssed in 2y best. There ion mingled
with the sounds of happy laughter. To these early Hill Enders' Christmas
was a time of happiness and togethemess; 7 i meed o
manufactured mmnmm; o

part from the grunt
ollncoddcowdmmbedﬁmnmxleevbymmngmgmmwasnmnm!

unyon: In o e i ol wish (0 harm us. nu was a very gentle

other in a natural, unaﬁec!ed manner.
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Afier AIf Hodge died Em carried on the business with the assistance
of his wife Minnic. Eventually they retired from business and took up
e as graziers on their Macquarie River property.

In later years, Hodge's shop was occupied in succession by
‘Holloway, Fred Wilde, Frank and Thelma Lamb, Vera and Ollie o
Fred and Wynne Nightingale, and was finaly taken over by my wife and
myself, and combined with our shop next door.

There 2 t
at Hill End in the 1920s. All meat sold by the Hill End butchers was
Kkilled a the two local slaughter houses. Included amongst the butchers
‘who operated these shops were Dave and Ben Holloway, Wattie Pelri
Bk Aderyo,Reg 204 et Wany, Tomy Turkdge i g

Nm door to Hodge's shop was the Salvation Amy Hall. The

mectings, esuled n a large number of locals being converted. One
sincere but humorous testimony given by a converted miner bears
peuig, Foldinga mu: in his hand the newly cnlightened one stood
up in the meeting 10 give his testimony, saying: 'If this book' true an
Vo 1 e e there's souls popping into hell like corks
popping out of ginger beer bottes’

‘After the Army left Hill End, the Church of England held their
services in the Army Hall. The original Anglican church had been
situated next 1o the Hill End Public School but was demolished carly in
the 19005. The Church of England used the Salvation Army Hal for

Church, as this

place of worship.

with the Salvai Hall
two of the Bennett sisters opened it as a dressmakers shop. This family
s % 4 ny

Molong to Hill
‘The building was to have many changes in later years and now,
houses the only general store in Hill End. During the period that this
history covers, the business centre at its peak consisted of two hotels,

w0 butcher's shops, two generalstores, a bakery, and four small shops.
loads of

Siratbonusfr i cuiom i, & veey pleint st of o

34
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On the death of Henry Beech the sore was carried on by Mrs Beech
‘and her family.
variety of goods, such as groceries, sweets, ardvar, exploives,
produce, boots, shoes, milinery, men's, ladies' and childrens' clothing,

nary.
Orders were delivered by horse and spring cart 10 the whole of the

Alpa. I 1932 orders of grceries i, were delveredon packc-orss to
estey’s Istand on 8 ‘The pack-
ot maioetd charge, Ealots Saasn i miles
and the joumey was over a very rough and mountainous brid track,
extending from the Hill End plateau to a very isolated stretch of the
River. This was service Hill End style; no thought as o the profitability
of the delivery, just service to the customer at any cost.
Albert ‘Bung’ Beech was an inveterate prankster and Digger tells of
one nefarious pastime that he feels sure Bung instigated. "This was an
action called "flying” and was in an era before the zipper, when the fly on
male trousers was fastened with buttons. The idea was 1o catch an
unsuspecting male in an unguarded moment and with one swift
‘movement of the hand rip his iy open from bottom to top. It was only
done in front of a group that hopefully included some young women,
their presence meant maximum embarrassment for the victim. The trick
‘was confined to the younger males because older men took a rather
hostile attitude when they were the victims. When Flying was
successfully executed, it revealed that a lot of the victims were not
s and thus were fully exposed 1o a highly amused

audience.
Ihe:gm)fn few and diminished that nﬂmemhus

e underpant. However,the sluton for this increas i sales
was soon revealed to her. This day I was talking fo Mrs Beech on the.
front verandah of the shop, and I noticed that Bung had casually joined
us. When Bung was around, I usually had my hand at the ready to fend
off any atack, but because I was talking to his mother I thought I would
be quite safe. But he was not deterred.
1o my surprise and embarrassment he “flyed" me from botiom
10 top with one swift movement. I was consoled by the thought that Mrs
beech would chastise her young son, but this was not so. All she said
was:"Oh Albert! You naughty boy'.
Flying did not continue for very long, because after a month or so of
flying buttons and tom button holes, tempers became a lile frayed and

2
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a step-daughter of a Comish miner who had come to Hill End to work
for the Devon Gold Mining company.

In the 1950s my wife and myself, purchased the building that had
previously ‘Warry's store. X

building il g
be demolished. i
council ng\llzlnms 0ur intervention saved a building that is now an
important part of

We aersod e | building (o Owen OFlaherty, who was then a
member of the Muzzle Loading Gun Club. The building is now owned
the NWP w leased for

et
ice cream shop, ituated just below Warry'.
Refrigerators with the ability 10 operate in country areas w
avalabe t this time and the ce cream produccd by the Pesey faily
10 b frozen with a mixture of salpetre and ice. The ice, wrapped in a
com bag, had (o be transported from Bathurst to Hill End. The bag of ice
was strapped 1o the running board of Bob Flynn's service car. In hot
summer weather, the ice was greatly reduced in volume, afte the four
hour, fifty-two mile journey to Hill End. Today, the wniversl
availability of ice cream, even in the most isolated parts of Australia,
Sontasis shaply wilh Dick Piaey's aboriousy produced, but
deliciously

poptioies oo, ik bushranger Ben Piesley. During the
period that Ben was active s a bushranger, the Piesley family lived at a
semote part of the Macquarie River still known as Pieslcy’s Island. He
spent his youth at thi ot on the river, without education and
with little contact with the outside world. Yet, when the opportunity
presented itself, he proved himself a capable and successful business
man. Dick once ide 1 cant undersand some shopkespersading 33%
their goods, they are podhing but obers,nevr add mor hn 1%, 1
l'mymtapmnyandmll(
As s exa atracion "Dick had e a B e, This wasa
lar game at this time and was played with wooden balls and a cue,
the object being 10 direct the balls into numbered holes in a board at the
end of the table.
‘There was also provision for playing card games, draughts and
dominoes. These various activiies created an entertainment and social
centre that was most important for many of the younger men.
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this unusual and disconcerting prank was discontinued by mutual

‘Chinese firm of On Gay Jang also conducted a general store at
Hill End. This was one of a chain of stores that had operated on the
‘Westem Goldfields. The branch at Hill End had outlived al its white
competitors except one, this being Beechs'. When the On Gay store
finally closed, an amazing collection of goods went on sale, some of
‘which had bezn in stock for many years.

Men's Bowler hats were one of the items on sale, being sold for
sixpence each. The locals were quick o discowes hat thee bty wers

I End
pprichpe b et gk e
bt an anachmi n i e f epression

10 the bowler hats, here were many other treasures some.
{ising bk o 51 i s, What & magaiicent cormmisca
historical museum this store and its stock would have made for the
present day Historic Site.

Afer the Chinese left Hill End, Norman Cross opened a mixed
business in the On Gay building. The building was finally sold to Bill
Stevens, who was at that time the owner of the "Riverview" grazing

progerty. Bl bad e bildin ceolishd wd e sivaged matesals
wee used for rebuilding at "Rivervi

Oppasi Seet s s . soey ek bl it
shop and dwelling. This was originally Northey's store. It is still
standing, (1991).

It was in there that Walter Warry and his wife Betty conducted a
mixed business. The shop supplied the town with fruit, vegetables,

Walter also operated a motor truck service (o and from Bathurst
camying goods for his shop as well s chaff, gain and othes tems for
individul customers.

Beth i
shop, frequent, if small, purchases were made by many of the local lads
intheir efforts to woo these two very atractive gils.

‘The Warry family finally closed the store and devoted their full
eaion t Caroatll (o (waly graciag prpety iuaied sbonk §
Kilometres south-west of Hi

Walier Warry junior, m,m a ropery adjcining Canmonbal and
after his fathe
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Chapter 6
The Business People 1925.

In 1925, the main busines operatng n Hill End was an extensive
and Henry Beec!

and he was assisted by his wife Anthea, daughter Dorothy, sons

and Albert, and nephew Norman Cross. This basic family staff was
supplemented from time to time by some local help

Like all the business people in Hill End, Henry Beech was a good
friend (o his customers and without his help many familics would have
suffered great hardship. More than generous credit was frequently
extended, in order o tide a family over until the next crushing from an
underground until a heavy rain storm washed down the alluvial
shuice. Quite often v crshing i not et expectaionsor the rain did
not arrive. The old account would then be added up and put aside and a
new account opened  in the hope that this new account could be kept up

in some cases neither account would ever be paid.

Digger Hocking said: 'l started working for Henry Beech in 1925 and
at that ley Hodge was delivering goods from the Bathurst
Railway Sualmn 10 the store by horse team and waggon. The goods
would amount 10 a few tons and would be unloaded onto the store
verandah. Norman Cre P
as soon as possible. We started with the groceries because they were
vulnerable 10 stray dogs liting their leg. The goods had to be moved by
hand trolley through the shop and stacked in the store rooms at the rear.
‘We moved the bags of sugar first because Henry always said: 'get the
sugar in before up goes a dogs leg and there goes another lump in the
sugar

enry was a most astute business man. The store was always well-
stocked with a wide variety of goods that covered every need of the town
and district. His monthly accounts t0 customers were written in a small
neat script, with every purchase itemised and dated.

Henry was hard of hearing and because of this he always spoke in a
Toud voice. His loud voice was a problem when he was selling the more
intimate feminine garments to some of his lady customers, and everyone
in the store would be made aware of the size of garment required by the
‘particular customer that Henry was serving.

28
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dmkayalnweaninpvveﬂzwnﬁub!zvmmlaninngfumllor:
‘worthy cause.

! Hotel was the Royal Hall, and is a solid

fitted to the town that once was. This hall has been IM i

was used for dancing, concert, films, reunions, school functions a and
‘meetings.
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some extent he must have taken the place of the grandfathers whom I
never knew.

There were many other people in Hill End with skills and arts that
came from their long experience with having to solve their own
problems. They ofen had to make special ool befoe thy could
pecial project, for there. shop near-by

1o suppy <ither toos o i Like many others, if dad wanted a steel
hook, a boll, a stecl ing etc, he just went 1o the serap heap, (a common
featrein most Hill Ed yard) and afe selcting  suiabl pice of

n, ook it 1o the forge, where he s00n fashioned the required .
self sufficiency that was evident in Hill End

village life in England before the Industrial Revolution. The En.hsn
village. of that era was composed of a well-balanced group of people,
able 1o provideal he skills nd serviees thal the communky Toqire,
When the Black Plague decimated the people living in the English
illages, many of the skilled artisans died and this loss resulted in some.
villages being so denuded of certain skills that they could no longer
function as a viable community. They had to join with other villages, so0
that the balance of trades, could once again be established, and thus, the

As in all small towns the village pub becomes the village club,
‘where yams are spun; deals made; oral history told; sporing desds
discussed at was
at Hill End.

Another binding force was the common interest in gold. Like all one:

y ng.

Every one in a mining town is aware of the dangers of mining just as

they are familiar with me exmlnxlmn  of finding a patch of gold or the
nw g

Knows
that hs failure to i d})ayablegoldun mean that his family will not eat,
There were no social services (0 fal back on, but fortunately there was
usually some credit at 'Beech's or On Gay Jang, the Chinese store,
likewise the buicher would never let anyone go hungry.
A buicher from Wattle Flat old me that he ran 2 meat cart down o
Sofaaduring the depression ad tat ll i roft went up he river. 1
o wme"“ "Well,” he said: “there were a lot of people living up
for mea,

with  not saying thy wouldsend the money dovn with the et rder,
However, a lot of meat went up the river but very litile money came
down'
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office. Dad went 10 George and selected a waich he considered would be
tabl i i

the watch, he casually mentioned that it was not for himself but for his
son. George immediately with-drew his offer to sel, saying: " I cannot
et you have this waich because it is far t0o good for a fifteen year old

boy"

Istll
for over fily years. Many yeas ago he gave it to George fo rpair. To
it - Gmue 58 ke gl eyl ik

lepur T o oot by hy a sell unxm watch- m.m, hen 100 e

. Afterit i
a clean, and seventy years later the watch s sill going and keeps perfect
time.

‘Bathurst National Advocate July 1930 reports:-

“Gearge Cross one of Hill End's best known citizens has not been
well. George is the village watch-maker and a very intelligent and
ingenious man. He is 83 years of age and is still busy keeping the
watches and jewellery of Hill End repaired and all carried out at very

George had many other talents. He made a very effective camera,and
carried out Tsill
ke by Goorge s gy or 0 years ago.

made telescopes to view the stars and the moon. He made a
syicof Parana it ot e bk of e Ko e To ke
the hats he stripped the bark and then soaked it in some liquid until it

bod s, Thi gl it o e bt Wt 04 ok

a hat block where it was dried
fessional.

On the footpath in front of George's house was a long wooden scat,
used as a meeting place for the town elders. It was here that all sorts of
topics both academic and not so academic were debated. Occasionally 1

panied dad when he attended, what was known as George Cross's
school. Whether the discussions were scientific, political or general,

o e T e ey

present day T.V interviewer.

a great joy, and I sillremember them as high points of my early lfe. To

2
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THE ROYAL HOTEL.

In 1871 an advertisement appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald,
solicting for sharcholders to form a company to build the Royal Hotel at
il End.However thehoel wasnot completeduniil 1872

fenry Dwyer was the first licensee.Dwyer sold out to George
ommn gentleman of Pamamatta, and George Selway, Licensed
Victualler, of Paddington. On the 14 September, 1888 Benjamin Carver
became the owner.

William Henry Eyre purchased the Royal and assumed control of the
hotel on 2 March, 1891.The frechold of the Royal remaincd in the Eyre
family until it was finally sold to Owen McGuiness in 1967.

‘The Eyre family leased the Royal o George Hincheliffe in 1955,
Harry Dunk in 1961, Eric Magnus Synnerdahl in 1962, and Walter
Warry, 1963,

“Then Gwen Eyre and her sister Margo Fuge returmed in 1966 (0 take
control of the Royal for a short period.In 1967, the freehold of the Royal
s 50d 10 Owen McGuines, thus fnlly braking the Eyre famitys
connection with the Royal.. Owen McGuiness finally sold the Royal to
the NPWS.

Eyre, son of William Henry Eyre, was the proprietor of the
RovalHotel i 1925, and was capablyssisied by bis wie Gerude, The

s gateway 10 the business centre of Hil End.

Mr Eyre was affectionately known as Ossie and all who knew him
il st b bt s gencrous nature. The genuine and
practical help he invariably extended to anyone in need remained a
personal confidence between Ossie and the recipient. Ossie had a
‘wonderful sense of humour and even when the joke was on him he was
the first one o laugh.

‘There has been a number of proprietors of the Royal, since the final
epastur ofthe e family many of whomhave seved and contine o

the Royal

under three generaions of the Eyre ianuly‘ the magic was gone.
Some of the resident L policenen éofaad the 5 ket hing b

with

a complex three g game, played by Ossm‘ e retent police.

officer, and the tirsty drinkers

‘were sitting on a seat on the front il of the Royal with after hours

25





index-35_1.jpg
Chapter 5
The Cricketers Arms and The Royal.

In Australia it has been a common practice 10 asscss the size of a
town hy he numberof ot In 1925, Hill End was  two hoeltown.
18 August 1863,

5 st end of Tamhsmm street and was usually referred 10 as the
Bottom Pub or Weirs. The licensee of this hotel was Larry Weir. With
the help of his wife Aspasia they served the village well. It had a
cheerful, lived-in quality and the service was friendly and homely. Weir's
Hotel would invoke many happy memories for all those Hill End people
who experienced the companionable atmosphere of this old style country
Pub.

The hearty, country-type meals were prepared under Larry's
supervision and were always praised by visiting guests. Larry was a very
00l cook and one of is specialies was oast goose “This dish was
ting_ gold mir their
ing letters, asking him to book rooms at
Larry that
the guests had asked for roast goose, he always said he could not be
bothered with damn roast goose; but when the time came a perfectly
roasted goose was proudly placed on the dining table.

Larry had an acerbity manner that disguised a warm and friendly
nature. However, as with all dispensers of stimulating beverages, there
comes a time when the preservation of good humour and calm becomes
achallenge. One night Lary' paience was soely tried, when tvo thirsty
locals, feeling the need for further ided to knock
on Larry's and Aspasia’s bedroom window.

‘The hour was near midnight and the revellers were now making their
m.m request for after hours service. This laie night intrusion streched

for half

by
ﬁwnds 1 remember dad rec

‘when

s popular drink of the time, consisting of half beer and half
stout, Larry grabbed the chamber pot from under the matrimonial bed.
‘opened the window and flung the contents of the pot over them below
shouting: "there’s your half and half; half min and half the wifes'!"
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locals. There were sho repairers and scores of other men and women who
were very skilful in various crafts.
Unless the offence committed was of a serious nature, ju
dispensed by a local Justice of the Peace. The local Coroner com‘lu:led
y

well-known
carried out with sympathy and understanding.

“The duties of P and Coroner were honorary positions, and, to the
best of my knowledge. the s grid 1y e il e

"Thislocal dispensaion of Justice sometimes resulted n a pragmatic
fnding by the presiding .. Ealy one Mondy i
ouse, the presiding J.P had a conflict of interest. Apart from his
proay P, b war 45 0 e o 8 g0ld mine at Hawkins Hill
‘The defendant, was the engine driver, in charge of the sitting 1P's, orc
i ly, o a charge of being
drunk and disorderly, the J.P quickly responded, "You are fined ten
shillings, that will pay, and now et down 10 the mine and start up the
by as guickly a youcan
Hill End did not have a resident dentist, the needs of the community
being attended o by a dentist from Bathurst, who on his periodic visits
set up a temporary surgery in what rooms,
were provided by the hotels. As a youth I had a tooth removed whilst
sitting on the running board of the visiting dentists car, and the
extraction was carried out without any pain-killers. I had caught the
dentist as he was about 10 get into his car for the return trip to Bathurst.
was 100 late 1o set up his equipment in his usual room at the.
Royal Hotel, but if I cared t0 sit on the running board he would extract
the tooth, and although it was a double tooth | must say the extraction
was relatvely painess
“The resident doctor was not renowned for his expertse in the

‘main source of dental patients were usually drawn from those

‘who, because of pain and sleepless nights, were desperate enough o place

el i s One il s Ken o, who b pon
ih.

oo
15 ke & ohances gt the doctor to pu.ll the offending tooth. The
going rate for extracting teeth, was seven-shillings and sixpence, per
tooth, a fee strictly adhered to by the doctor. Ken eventually climbed ino
the doctor's chair and with trembling finger, indicated, the offending
tooth. Afer Ken had received the necessary needles, the doctor fastened

19
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Mary Flynn the present postmistress (1991) must surely hold the
state record for the longest scrvingposmistes, Marysarsd i the Kl
End post office in 1933 as assistant to her firs husband Walter Brodie,
s Wallersdeath was appoimied postmistress. Before the exchange
Secame automtic, Mary hiad the onrous ask of serviing 60 phone
well as carrying out her other postal duties. This was no
e who also had to fulfl the role of mother and wife. In
times of town emergency such as bushiires, sickness or accident Mary
was always available at any hour of the day or night, S vk
Similarly, the business people were very much a part of the
community, iving cedt in bad imes and always pmvxdmg a friendly
‘and caring service (o their customers. The two department siores, Henry
Becch aad On Gy Jang, both delivered ordes o thel sevomars
Deliveries were made by horse and cart and even people in mhled 4
were included in thi
some of the more sltedHomes he deivery mar's fce it
only strange face seen for weeks o

presen, that was usually a bag of Amots Za Zu mied biscuils o some
boiled lolles. In a period when trats were few and far between, these

irewood
for a very modest sum of money: others, who would plough Pt
your paddock to prepare the earth for crop or garden; and many other
nandy peple whocoud cold devise, plan,or manufacture, ainost anying
that wi I
vdhse even had its own wnlch~mak=r, Gmrge Crome e Kol
ards from our hom

povpus gt o Vas a chld 1 visid Grorge luq\l:nlly. visits
mainly concemed with delivering gifts of cggs, milk, a meal, or
other item that mum had

George was a highly intelligent man with skills and innovative ideas
far beyond his time. His house was filled with clocks and watches of all
types, all of them ticking away in their individual rhythms. Most of
these timepicces were not for sale, because to their owner they were

iends.

‘When he did sell a clock or a watch, the buyer was questioned as to
‘whom it was for and if the recipient was a reliable and worthy person to
have control of this treasure.

On one occasion, dad wanted to purchase a watch for my brother
Kem, who was at that time about 15, and working in the Hill End post

2
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onto. the tooth and with much tugging and pulling, wrenched out the
ina bowl,si i

had stopped ratling in the bow. the doctor said: “That will be seven-

shillings and sixpence”. At this siage Ken, anxious t0 see the tooth that

had caused him such pain, caste a furtivelook in the bowl and o his
teeth

ou have pulled out two teeih

will be fifieen shillings, Mr.Hodge".

‘The professional people, public servants, and their families, who
Penta o of Gty o il B, were commuityainde, n adin o
their ies, they gave support and assistance in a wide
iy of commonity acivilis They ough withthem now keasand
in this sense helped 1o alleviate the problem of isolation. In retum they
‘were given support in their work and were welcomed, into the sporting
‘and social life of the town.

“The post office was the centre of communications and was presided
over by a number of postmasters and postmistresses all of whom were &
very important part of such an isolated village. In the easlier days the
mail came by horse drawn coach and arived at Hill End late in the

evening. No mattes how late the mail was the postmaster opened the
e f ¥ vtz
ing. mail was quite a social there was usually
Going for the mail

a5 an excuse for clandestine and romantic meetings. Even in later years

e oo vhllo:werm o o0, sl o dd el i

around midday, there was always a group of people waiting. There were

Sovnl pouha Wi ot Il o & asoha G s 2
‘neighbours.

30 e vt vied I make o il b 5015 i glme octh
at the post office. After World War 2 the phone subscribers in
oo

Telegrams were used more frequently than they are today. They were
‘used for business, and for birth, wedding and birthday greetings, as well
25 urgent messages between familics.
My brother Kem started work in the post office at il End.in 1920 at
the age of 14 years, he was later posted o Bathurst and then o
ille. He remained in the postal service, and_he was postmaster
at Wentwortville when he retired.
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drinks, U i
window. This method of uvmnming the law of six ofclock closing had
i

‘operation an
Vaiing expectany foc Osi 1 fulfl i orde,of e lhaound,
¥hen hrough the fllng eveiag Hiht the iy ‘miners sighted
Constable Rosser approaching. As he was known to be particularly keen
on the enforcement of six o'clock closing, they decided to forego the
pleasure of a cool beer in favour of a hasty retreat up Beyer's Avenue.
Rosser,noicinth huried deparure of the locals and suspecing some

the thirsty miners. e suspicions were soon vindicated, when Ossic,
unaware of
window into the hand of the law. No punitive action was taken on these
occasions, but the constable used these tactics to make Ossie and his
patrons uneasy. When we look at the easy going and liberal drinking
bors o 1990, seems bele bl hat ol wer pending 0 och
time on such trivial mat

st ccesion when a1 egal - hows inking sesion was
in progress, Constable Rosser entered through the front door of the
Royal. Bill Denman, one of the drinkers in the bar, prudently decided to
seek sanctuary in the hotel garden. With this plan in mind, Bill made a

i H Constabl ided not
only tocl he ba his scarch to the
back yard. His torch light revealed Bill, crouching in between the rows of
climbing beans. When asked by the constable what he was doing on

licensed premises after hours Bill innocently replied: "pickin’ beans”.

"My memories of the Royal, are of the many happy times I spent with
friends and companions, in the convivial amosphere of this historic
couniry hotel.
Tocal and overseas and on the lighter side sport could allbe thrashed out
with a great deal of vigour and litte acrimony.

On one occasion, it was decided to run a chocolate wheel (0 raise
funds for the Red Cross. The OIC police at that time was one who st
o the leter of law and that included no chocolate-wheels on licensed
premises. The constable’s wife was secretary of the Red Cross and 1 was
treasurer. Edna assured me that she would make certain that her husband

gt peidwhen s hocch

wheel would be running. She was a very attractive woman and on that
afternoon her husband evidently found her chams of moch grester
i the bar
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existence based on farming or agriculture. Hill End was unique because:
for many years the towns' economy was based on gold mining, only
turning (0 the land as the gold ran out. However, once a gold miner
always a gold miner, and whether it be for pleasure or need the Hill End
miner always retumed to gold.

those who were privileged 10 live in small country towns during
the first half of ths century would have shared the common dependence
and the binding force of isolated community living.

“The townspeople knew that whatever they were doing, or where ever
they were in the town, they could go about their usincis withoutfar
‘The children were protected from danger by everyone in the town, and
because of this they were allowed the freedom o roam and investigate.

play
feeling of belonging, that, to me, is the comer-stone and joy of village
life. It would be foolish 10 suggest that isolated villages, were heaven on
earth where unkind thoughts and actions were not tolerated. Of course,
‘people had differences of opinion, likes and dis-likes. However, when a
‘community or personal problem arose it always brought the community
spirit into focus and differences were forgotten. When the need was
i . .

help in this environment of community living, was not charity but a
e v

in the communi

THE VILLAGE SERVICES.

In 1925, Sergeant Lionel Alred Bisley was OIC of police at Hill

End. He was the last policeman of that rank o be appointed to
With few cxcepions, the police who were posted at Hill End were fine
men and carried out their duties in a fair and humane manner. They
e Pt

in many ted, innovati set
running community groups.

Joseph Alfred Loughrin was the postmaster, John Edward Thompson
Public School Headmaster; Alfred Le Messurier Commission Agent;
Algemon Smith Marr Doctor; Blanche Lee Matron of the Hospital;

i teacher; Ellen i Emily Evans

‘William Joseph Jenkyns Blacksmith.; Lew Judge Tank-

maker and Tin Smith. There were a number of self taught barbers who
with varying degrees of skill attended to the hairdressing needs of the
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Chapter 3
The Deep Levels Mine

‘The closure of the Deep Levels Mine in 1924 was a severe blow to
the Hill End mining community. For more than a decade s mine b
given constant employment to a large number of m

Exch moming the ownspeopl woke to the sytimic bt of the
crushing battery, busily pounding up the ore from the Deep Levels
e, For thos worng  tho e e he bty was bestin out s
of security for them and their fami

ALT.45 am, the waming i i s day shift, could be
heard all over the town. Another whistle at 12 noon indicated to the

y were back at w
untl the final whiste a 4 pm that marked the end of the day shift. The.
‘miner's lunch was always called ‘crib' because the twenty minutes was
cribbed out of the cight hour shift. Even at that ime the miners worked
just seven hours forty minutes each day.

‘Our home was only about 200 yards from the battery and during my
early years 1 always went (o sleep with the sound of the batery in my
ears. If 1 a the night the hypnotic rhythm would sooth me back
0 slecp. Dad always said that if the battery stopped in the night the
unusual silence would always wake him up. With the closure of the
minc, the silence of the battery became a constant reminder to the

pa

‘The closure of the Deep Levels meant that many families had to make
decisions about leaving their home of many years, or
place of thei bith, and moving to an entirely differen environment.

Chiaron e s ht ove fom Hl Ead o tis e Sared 3.
pattem that would continue over the.

At a special meeting held in Sydny, on 22 February 1922, 2
ity of the sharcholders of The Deep Levels Gold Mining
Company, (Previously known s e Havkine il Reward Gold Mining
Company and commonly known by Hill End people as the Reward or
Deep Levels). voted against the proposal for an amalgamation with The
Hawkins  Hill Central Gold Mining Company. This decision killed the

13
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support the proposal, indicating that they did not wish to share their
successful mine with the financially troubled Hawkins Hill Central.
The Deep Levels Mine continued as a gold producer for another two
‘Working in wet and difficult conditions, combined with the cost of
Hauling waterfrom the main shft, eventually resuted n the closure of
the mine.
‘This was the last profitable gold mining company to operate at Hill
End. In later years many companies were formed and old mines were
eopened. Allthse late mms were still handicapped by the small

s nd pmvlﬂbd very welcome employment for ksl miocrs, bt e
end result was a loss of sharcholders

AL i i s bt b mepriei a s Deep Levels
ine Thes were mines, imbemen, egine divers.Diacksmits, ool
sharpeners, truckers, top men, crushing plant operators, tailings dam
labourers, mine managers, clerical staff, wood and timber cutiers and
carers.Forthe majorityofthe men, reienched from The Dep Levls

e, there was no altemative employment. The miners and their

(i wh e o B s ‘were descendants of the pioneers
of the gold field. Their departure reduced the population of Hill End by
more than 100, a severe blow for an already small and isolated village.

The following are some of the miners who left Hill End when the
Deep Levels Mine closed down. Clymo, Viv Cook, Joe Elliott, Eli
Evans, Dick Garth, Alex Grimshaw, Herb Groves, Charlie Hamilton,
Rowley Heap, Billy Jenkyns, Alf and Walter Johnson, Alexander

hall, Eli Matthews, Peter Nairess, Ted OReilly, Jack Oliver, Tom

Yates, Em, George, Percy and Tom Risby, Alex Manaolato, Alf and Bill
Le Messurier and Peter Mullens, most of these men had familics.

Some of the familics moved to Kandos o Charbon, where the men
found employment in the cement works. Other families settled in

Sydney.

‘The majority of these people would only return to Hill End, for
casual visits or holidays they had made their permanent homes in o
towns and citis.

Of those people who remained at Hill End, some tumed (0 alluvial
mining, other small groups worked underground, re-working some of the
9 mines. These undergtound s were taking out smal atches of

Some miners left the mduslry and commenced working for local
graziers, doing jobs such as fencing, scrub cutting, ringbarking and
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last opportunity the Deep Levels Company m 10 de-water the mine by

Corain factors operating on the Hill End 201d field inhibited
‘underground mining on an economic scale. The main one being that the
field was split up into a large number of small leases with various
individuals or companies holding a tte. Another problem was
of the gold deposits. All the reefs worked on the Hill End gold field
contained rich chutes of gold, interspersed with low grade or barren
section. Miners agree that the small Ieases and patchy gold within the
a

‘One solution

adjoining

mining machinery that would have given increased and more efficient
production. The amalgamation would also have improved the long term
planning and development of the leases.

“The Sydney mecting of The Decp Levels Hawkins Hill Gold Mining
Company in February 1922 was called to consider certain resolutions
relating 1o the amalgamation of the Deep Levels G.M Co, and The
Hawkins Hill Central GM Co.

s for this amalgamation had been formulated some months

lppd'edlou i ke ik b ek prems:

‘The Deep Levels Mine had to contend, with expensive and difficult
de-watering problem. Amngamahon e Haykin i Conpal
ng
further 800 [eel..nlamsm{ 1600 pounds.
the Consolidated Tunnel

Decp Levels workings by allowing the water (o flow by gravity out
through the extended tunnel. This de-watering proposal would have
e up o ot kengh s e of 83 besing comars
addition all the workings would have been dry an
‘mine. However, by the time the above meeting was called the Dc:p
Levels had struck payable gold. During the six weeks from 12 November
10 22 December, 251 tons of ore taken from the Deep Levels mine
vielded 582 ounces of gold.The next crushing of 102 tons yielded 188
ounces of gold. Taking 1988 gold prices into calculations, these two
85

i knell
‘amalgamation. A majority of the Deep Levels share holders refused to
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Rose of Austalia Mine (owned by E Goodwin, grandfther of suthor  Inro, 49

Bruce Goodvin)
Rose of England @
Ross, b (iner,Star of Peace Mine, il End) rd
Ross, John 4
Rosse, (Constable il End) 2,3
Rosser, Edna (v of Consiable) 2%
Rotherby. H 165
Rowe Mr, (manager, Oromo Explorations L) 116
Rowleys Reef a
Royal Hall Hil End 10,111,126, 166,172
Royal Hotel (il End) 19,25,26,27, 64,65, 78, 126,
169, 170, 172

Royal, Harold (son of Tom and Perl Royal) “
Royal, Pearl (siverdwellr) 5
Royal, Tom (river dweler) 5
Ryan family (owners o Pomanara) 1
Ryan, (grzing family) 149
Ryan, Tom (il End) 101 s
Sach, Bill (Sydney buider,miner, Hill End) %
Salvaton Army Hall(sed for Hodge's mixed busines) lntro, 34,110
Saunders, George Crver dellr’) 8
Saxby, Len (Hill End) %
Seot, A K. (grazier) 123
‘Scaman fuily (owners of rural property of Avila) 130,149
Sccombe, Harry (Hill End) o
Seddon Rex, (il End) @
Sclway, George (icensee of Royal Hotel, Hill End) 2
Shiclds, Alfand two brothers B
Sibley (grazing family) 149
Sils, Jack (Hill End) %
Siver Orchid and Northern Gold Co 9
Simpson, Dick n
Sman, ey 157
Smith (grzing family) 19
‘Smith Mar, Algernon (Doctor, Hill End) I
‘Smith, Mary Ann (grandmother of suhor Bruce Goodwin Hill End)  Intro
Smyth, immy (carer, Hill End) 38,60
Sneddon, J (assistant schooltcacher) 125,13
Stncddon, R (and wife, il End) %
Snesby, Allan (Hill End) 9%

e, Dr. (ldy doctor ot Sofla, then Sydney) 150
Sprat, Tom (ransport service, Hill End) 55,104
Stamper battery (Hill End) 86,89
Sy, Howard (Lands Department) n
Star o Peace mine. Intro, 3,60, 63, 163 il
Stecl's Comner 55
Stevens, (groing family) 149
Stevens,Bil owner ofrralproperty Riverview) 30
Strachan, Dovid 157,159
Stuar (grazing family) 1

2
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Olley, Margaret (artit) 187,158
Olson, Jon 157

On Gay Jan Store 21,23,30, 33 lus 109, 111
Orianski, George 157

Oriomo Explorations Lid 110, 12,113,114, 15, 116,

O tiing Co
e, W £y
Pt nd iz Asocision
Faton Ggaing ol
Paion s ot Lady B Vi Hil Ev)
Pt S
Pay A
P, Edgn(memberof Austlian Mzl Loading Gun Clob )
opie
Peis Andy (i, Valgine Mo, Hil End)
P Wathc (e, 1 Endy
Pl A 1 En)
Py N
ey, Ben
i B (s
ey Bill (broterof Dick)
iy, Dk (shop ownerpced i ream)
Fieiey. Fvlm (o Dick)
ey S Sl (o of D)
e o i)
i
Pl g i)
Pomanars (s propey)
el P

Rabbit Industry

Ramsay,Jock (mincr, Valentine Min, Hil End) .86

Rayner fmily, (ownersofruralpropery of Grathlyn) 130, 139,

Red Hill Mine. 55,119,120

Red Hill Reef (known as Kissels Blow) 120

Reef St 1.4,37,38,42, 116, 165

Reid, Bll(property owner at Triamble) 11

Reward Gold Mining Co, HillEnd i, 2, 13,14,22,32, 15,
139

Reynolds,Jack (Biliards and Games Club in Hosic's Store m

Rifl Club HillEnd) %

Risby (pie and sweets shop,Hill Enc) 2

Risby, George (miner,Hill End) is

Risby, E (miner, il End) 15

Risby, ercy (miner, Hil End) 15

Risby, Tom (miner, Hill End) 15

Riverview (property ofStevens) ]

Roasting i battery 120

Rodda, Dallas (Cricketer's Amms 1930's) 19

Rodda, Gladys (Cricketer's Anms 1930) 109

Rodwcll, Jim (miner, Golden Gully) h
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‘Warry, Waltcr (shop owner, lcensee of the Royal Hotel Hill End,
Northey's Store, and carying service)

‘Warry, Beth (daughier of Bty and Water)

Warry, Bety (wife of Walter)

‘Warry, Herb (butcher, Hil End)

‘Warey, Nell @aughtr of Betty and Waltr)

‘Warry, Reg (butcher, HillEnd)

‘Warry, Waler Junor (son of Walter and Bety )

Wary's Shop (Northey'sshop, Hill End)

Waison, Douglas

Weir family

Weir, Aspasia (wife of Lary)

Weir,Harry (unjornepherw of Larry)

Weir, . (Commitee Member of Hospial Boar, 1915, HillEnd)
Wei, Larry (publian of Cricketers Amms Hill End, lso known as
‘Weirs Hotel or Botom Pub

Weir'sHotel(lso known as ricketrs Arms, or Botom Pub, Hill
End)

‘Weir's Rooms

Whitaker Store

Whitaker, Aune (wife of il Hill End)

Whitaker,Bil (husband of Anie,miner,Hill End)

Whitaker grzing family)

Whitaker, V. (Committee Memberof Hospital Board, 1915, Hill End)
‘Wilde,Feed (shop owner,HillEnd)

Willams, George

‘Wilson and prty (Rowey's Recf)

‘Wilson, Ken (miner, Valentine Mine, Hill End)

‘Women's Weekly

‘Woolard fumily (Hil End)

‘Woolard, Benyl

Woolard, Evelyn

Woolard, Herb

‘Woolard,Les (miner, Valenine Mine, Hil End)

Woolard, Ted

‘Woolard, Vivian (apple grower)

‘Woolard fumily (miners, Tambaroora Crek)

Yats, Tom (miner, Hill End)

25,3031, 109,111

30
30

34

30

34,110, 111,165
3031

31,108

157

126

N

109

i

24,109

24,96,109,11

109,111
106

110
47,83,106,110
199

m

3

129,ilus

129,lus, 138,139
56

91,129, il 165
138,147

39

15
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Sullvan, . (Commitiee Memberof Hospital Board 1915 Hill End) 177

Suttor, Vin (Tramble) 167
‘Swiming Club (il End) %
Stdney Moming Herald 25,113
‘Symnerdahl, Eric Magnus (Leased Royal Hotel, Hil End) 25
‘Tambaroors School 5
“Tambaroora Steet, Hill End 23
Golden Guly Tambaroora Sucing Co 150
Hawkins Hill Centrl Gold Mining Co, Hill End I

“The Juncion 152,ilus
Royal Veinat Dirt Holes 121
“The Sydney Moming Herald 3

The Telegraph 2
‘Thompson, Charlie (road bos on Bridie Track,Hill End) 2130
“Thompson, Dick (sxeman, Hill End) 2
Thompson, Etie (it of Rita Auld) 11
Thompson, Hetb 159
Thompson, Jack (axman, 1ill End) 2
“Thompson, im (axeman, HillEnd) 2
Thompson, John Edward (public School Headimaser Hill End) it
Thompson, Rita (maiden name o Rita Auld) o
Thompson faily (minrs, Tambaroora Creek) »
Thompson, Tommy. 7s
Thornton, Wallace 157
Toesind, Arthur 5

Tom o
Tonkin, Ollc (shop owner, il End) E
Tonkin, Vera (shop owner, Hil End) 34
Toohey, Jim (apple grower, miner, iesley Isand) 7,147
Trestral Polly (ic and sweet shop, HillEnd) E
Trevena,Les (Piesley Isand) 7
Trevena, Sammy. 75,79
Trevens, Stan (mier, Oaey Creek) I
Trevithick, Chares (miner,Hill End) 136
Tunbridge, Allan 129,ills
Tunbridge, Jim 129.ills
Tunbridge, Tommy (butcher, mince Golden Gully, HillEnd) 34,47
Tumbull, Ken (member o Australizn Muzzle Loading Gun Club) 168
Turon Community Advancement Co-operaive 12312518710 191
Turon Dreding Co. 12
Ullamalla Sution 20.89.127
‘Valentine Crushing Pant 9,120
Valenine Mise (illEnd) 40,73, 8659, 120
Valenine Reef 120
Vestna Batery Co. 165
‘Vulean Fircbrick Co 7
Walker (grazing family) 149
Walls Francis John 150
Walpoe, . (Commites Member of Hospial Board 1915, Hill End) 177
Walpol, Frank (miner, Golden Gully) W

Walpol, Jack (Hil End) 103, 104
Wary (grazing amily) 149
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the Hill End annual include an Old Buffers
foot race in the program. Because of their past performances the Bennett
brothers felt they had an excellent chance to win this event, and were
very keen 1o enter the sprint.

On race day, there were six starters. The distance had been set at ixty
yards. Included in the starters were Bucky, Jossy and a newcomer named
Harry Secombe.

Harry did not look like a runner, he was short, very lean and on

s was out of condition. Local opinion was that the winner
would be one of the Bennett brothers. The brothers were also very
confident of sharing first and second positions, and had in fact decided
they would spit first and second prize-moncy.

“The starter nd i
sad: 1 willcall, On your marks, Get set, nd go", Josey and B\lcky
looked very toey w
‘were wearing tennis

‘The remainder of the field did not look nearly as toey, especially
Harry Secombe who was wearing everyday clothes and shoes, and was
stil smoking his pipe and had not even bothered to remove his felt ha.

‘When the starter said, "on your Marks", Jossy and Bucky quickly
took up their positions on the startng linc, and at the command, "get
hey went into a professional crouch, muscles tense, bodies
perspiring and bald heads glistening in the sunlight. Harry Sccombe, far
o a7 s of 4 houch g o6 straight as a ramrod, removing
his pipe being the only indication he gave that he was read to. st

When the starter said: "Go!', Harry seemed to spring forward as
though propelled from a catapult. Pipe held firmly in his hand he streaked
away and won the race with great ease, and in 5o doing, ruined the long
held reputations of a couple of locals. As he reached the finishing line
Harry replaced the pipe in his mouth and puffed away contentedly. He
was as fresh as a daisy. Jossy and Bucky who had finished second and
mxm appeared very confused at having been beaten by Harry Secombe, a

who had never given any indication that he was a runner. They had
gwen o theirbest inthe 60 yardrac and were showing signsofdistress.
in his

day, and Jossy and Bucky seldom mentioned fw t-racing again.

‘The social and sporting activities during this period of economic
depression were either very inexpensive or free. The main thing was
participation, and the locals and newcomers supported every social or
sporting event with great enthusiasm, ither as spectators or contestants.






index-108_1.jpg
Again it was proved that once given the opportunity and the
competion ter was plenty o alentamongst
udge was one of he locals who developed o a very good

level in thi

No doubt there s a great deal of untapped talent in all our small
‘country towns, where lack of opportunity allows the talent to remain
undiscovered. During dry weather when the Connie Dam became too low
or too dirty (0 swim in, the swimming club transferred is activitis to
the Turon River.

Vere Fizelle, headmaster at the Hill End school in 1932, was one of
the first people o introduce golf to Hill End. He was a very good golfer,
playing on a low handicap. There was no golf course at Hill End at this
time, s0 Vere had to travel to Mudgee for match play. However, he used
10 frequently have a pm:ﬂu hit on the Post Office Flat, and it was by

ooty action, and had th ahlty 1 conpete st any
s sport.

Evenually a gmnp of would be golfers hid out e hoe golt

course. There were actually only five sand greer were

aranged 50 ha the greens could b approached from ine diffrems
i

for many i

of both men and women members. The greens were kept in order by

allocating the care of a particular green to three or four members. This
e o :

keptin good order.

Many of the members became handy golfers and in addition to
regularly playing on the local course frequently went to Mudgee or
Bathurst for a days golfing. Golf opened up new social contacts both
locally and away. It also encouraged a number of women, some of whom
had not been particularly interested in other sports, (o try their hand at
golf,

Foo racing was another popular sport during the depression. There
were a few young fellows who could run very well and had frequently
been successful in district sports meetings. Some of the older men
seemed to think that runners had been much faster in the old days, or
during the period when they were kings of the running track. The
brothers Bucky and Jossy Bennen had quitc reputation for their prowess

their younger day
Sage ey wre bt long n he tooe ey i Fnce hemalves o
‘runners. Their talk about the races they had ran in their youth prompted

97
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Chapter 16
Transport for an Isolated Town

_Hill End and its people were isolated from the rest of the district by
peopl

With improved roads, increased rliabilty and more powerful motor
alleviated, but i
vemclu u.ﬂy T model Fordsand sl rbbes tred mator trcks, it was
aformidable barrier.
e i
end falls sharply into the Macquarie and Turon gorges.The two rivers
converge about S miles south of Hill End.This deeply divided plateau
o Hz istant, and h i

of about 3000 feet.
From Bathurst the main road to Hill End heads northward over
undulating country crossing the Winbumdale Creck and through the
hamlet of Peel. The first steep climb is up Wyagdon Mountain, where
the road followed a narrow and tortuous route up the side of the
‘mountain. In recent years it has been re-aligned and widened. This climb
brings the traveller (o Wattle Flat, was another gold field in the early
days. The road then descends steeply into the Turon Valley at Sofala,
‘where thousands of miners came (0 seasch for gold in the early 1850s.
The road then follows along the south side of the Turon unil it flm.lly
crosses ‘Wallaby Rocks. Until
century. a ford was the only means of crossing the river and this was
ige over the

Turon.

A mile or so afier crossing the bridge the road commences a very
‘winding section around the side of Cockatoo Mountain, with a seep drop
into Crudine Creck. About three miles further on, the road makes a stecp
and winding ascent (0 the 1op of a basalt capped mountain known as
Monkey Hil.

As you travel up it, you can caich glimpses of the old road used in
the 1870s. Monkey Hill was a horror stretch for the early teamsters and
passenger coaches, who were supplying a town of 8,000 people with all
their needs.
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Chapter 4
Village Life 1925 Style

The 1925 electoral roll for Hill End lists the names of 236 people.

‘With the exception of seven or eight names, all those enrolled were
s of original Hill End mining familis.

Hill End was linked with the outsde world, by 50 miles of metal road

that traced a tortuous path over rugged mountain ranges and deep river

gorges.
the journey taking twelve hours and the retum fare costing almost a
week's wages. Hence Hill End was a community living outside the
mainsiream of modem life, insular and oncnuwd o vllllg: life, just as

v, group ioltion doe provide some recompense in that the
peapl: dereip mose community tics. This was shown in their strong
suppor of the vilag concept. This solaion made ihe Fil End people
ly did

other, but the business penple o public servants were also very
supportive of the village and s people.

In those: days of resricted transport,few people travelled very far from
their distrit; but they knew cvery detal of that distict intimately, and
could identify by name all the creeks, rivers, valleys and mountains.

uch as, Kitty's Falls, Piesley's Island, Everrett's Bluff, Bragg's Flat,
Fischer's Hill, Gilbert's Hill, Pullen's Hill and Hawkin's Hill. Other
areas had been named because of a unique characteristic; Split Rock,
Broken Back, Nuggetty Gully, Golden Gully, Red Hill, Noisy Hole,
Dairy Hole, Dead Bullock Hole, Dead Mar's Water Hole, Baid il

They knew the creatures o e district, be they wild or
tame. They knew cach other thoroughly, 100, and had a kindly tolerance
for idiosyncrasy and oddity. Every man and woman, down to the poorest
member of the community, contributed something to the general life of
the village; everyone was of value i his degree, and knew himself to be:

‘made up of 3
100k a proper pride in their individual and often unique skills. Many
small towns in Australia have their community life and economic

17
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INTRODUCTION.

My grandfather, Enoch Goodwin, at 20 years of age voyaged from
Manchester England in the sailing ship Joseph Cunard, amiving at
Sydney in 1841

He came out (0 the colony as an assisted immigrant, sponsored by
Aspinall and Company of Sydney. After working in Sydney for a period
he moved (o the Hunter River arca, and it was there that he first heard of
arich gold di “Turon River. He deci y his luck as a
80ld digger and he arrived on the Turon diggings in 1853,

Shortly after his arrival there he joined James Marshall, and they

y .

Both men were musical, grandfather as a singer while James played
the violin. My father told me that the two partners were frequently joined
by large crowds of their fellow diggers in musical sing-alongs on the

In 1855, at the town of Lower Turon, grandfather married my
‘grandmother, Mary Ann Smith. They were living at Hill End during the
alluvial gold rush and later were involved in that exciting era when the
i o

‘Grandfather spent six years as a councillor on the Hill End Borough
‘Council; he played in the town band: and operated a large team of pack
horses which were engaged in carting the rich ore from the Hawkins Hill
Mines up to the crushing plants at Hill End.

He owned the Rose of Australia mine situated immediately on the
eastem boundary of the original Star Of Peace claim. After sinking the
shaftt0 120 feet, grandfather sold out o the Star of Peace Company.

For some years he had a business in Clarke Street, Hill End, where he

i ini ing equi died at Hill End

in 1885.
My mother's father, Alfred Kemshall was also on the Turon Diggings
in 1854. He had arrived in NSW, in 1848 on the sailing ship, Agincourt.
Grandfather Kemshall, his mother and father, brother and five sisters were.
part of & group of over seven hundred immigrants, all lacemakers,
originally from Nottingham, England, but who for some
working in the lace industry in Calais, France. A number of these
o k2 g

discovery

of gold. many of them joined the rush to the Hill End and Turon
diggings.

Grandfather Kemshall worked on many goldfields in NSW and

Victoria . He managed to save enough capital from his gold digging to
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rabbiting. Work on the land was scasonal, and in the off season they.
retumed to ground sluicing, or fossicking.

Most of the Hill End people kept a part time link with gold-mining.
This fascination with gold also remained. with those miners who ha

‘Whenever h retumed o Hill End on lis holidays, e, like so many
others, always included some gold digging in his activi

“The closure of the Deep Levels Mine, was Hill Ends ot ln, with
long term cmployment in the gold mining industry. For the nation at
large, the later part of the 19205 was the start of a devastating and
demoralising financial collapse. However, Hill End and its seorle
‘managed to survive the nationwide depression much betier than many
other cities and towns. Isolation, and the community spirit that isolation
engenders in people, was 0 prove a big factor in survival. As you will
read, survive they did, and ther survival had very litle to do with help

of
dole and when they did have o apply for relief it was usually due to lack
of water for fossicking and sluicing. There were a number of people who
reeived Govemnment Aid fo undground ‘mining projects, but this aid
was only camed by very hard work. The locals were hard working and
capable, and endowed with mm that had been inheied from hose
ety work
that was offen the lot of the early gold diggers.

Just as Hill End was founded on gold, it was always gold that the
townspeople went back to when conditions became tough; there was
always a pennyweight or two left in the gullics for those who knew
where and how 10 get it.
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This 1896 International Horseless Carriage was not part of the Hill End
Transport System but with Tom Ryan at the wheel and Hilda Allen the
passenger it was a major attraction in a procession at Hill End in 1951.

sse of all these factors it was not until the late 1930s, when Bob.

Lincoln introduced the first motor bus service (o Hill End,that

comparatively large numbers of Hill End people were able o travel
fort,

In the years before the second world war, Bob Flynn operated a tri.

weekly passenger and parcels service from Hill End to Bathurst. The
¢ provided a same day retum trip leaving Hill End at 8 am for the

omm trip and leaving Bathurst at 4 pm on the same day, for the retum

"ot canivincid i eiics with coach and horses and, as motor
vehicles became available, he changed to a ‘T" model Ford car. The T
‘model Ford was fitted with 4.5 inch tyres and they had to be inflated to a
pressure of 85 pounds to the square inch. The high pressure in the tyres,
combined with very basic suspension, did not give a very smooth ride
over the rough gravel roads, and tyre punctures and blow-outs were
‘common with tyre repairs made on the roadside.

that a car 'tip to Bathurstor Mudges wihutat lesstone puncare was
the

early type split rim, was a very Mcull task a..ywm;e, It alone on the
roadside.
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From Sallys lat t Hill End, a distance of 11 miles, the road follows
along ardge. On one side of the ridge the water drain ino the Turon and

the other into the Green Valley Creek.
e ad rom il nd 10 Mudgee coves s diffl i o
on the Bathurst Road. After passing through Tambaroora the road
ollows unduing comiy for o s and then plages down 3
wining o cingin 1o he sde of Gren Valley il ni fnaly i

Hill on

o B e B M v ey b v
Daniel the aborigine,in June 1851, showed his mastr, Doctor Kerr, the

s e it
fier leaving the road rises for a couple of miles and then
nte ey sy o ho ook of Tackars Hll thn st what
was, the mining village of Avisford then up and down several lesser
ranges, and finally on 10 the Cudgegong River flats that surround
Mudgee. The total distance from Hill End o Mudgee was 44 miles.

‘The above roads were the main roads used by the Hill End people.
There is a third road known as the Bridle Track or New Road. This road
Joaves uhurst psingtrough e vilages of Elingion ad Duraeara
and then closely follows the Macquarie Ri ed by the
uron. The road then eads orth long the theeaser i o the Turon,
‘and crosses to the wester side of the river. There is a very steep climb
out of the river, but it flattens out slightly until it crosses Boogong
Creck; and then climbs sharply up to Broken Back, and by a ver
‘winding and steeply inclined route, eventually reaches the Hill End
plateau, on the eastern side of the town.

many years the Bridle track was impassable to motor traff
mainly due to rock falls, and the difficully of fording the Turon. This
road received some attention during the depression when the Turon Shire
made it one of their relief

Creek and the Turon River. However, it i sill a rough and narow road
for conventional vehicles.
Jo e ety e o ey i s 1, i
o il End conrivid gty i ssion. The

i i o e s s, particularly for women and youn cmldml
T Gty o ot gl s, ghesmnet b dio 8 ik
i i i orcater

for, large numbers of travellers.
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Gooduwin, Brce (author, HillEnd) 19,26,31,34,40,42,67,69,
7279, 86,85,95, 103, 108,
110, 115, 116,120, 121, 125,
145,151 lls 151,152,169,

7217

Goodvin, Dave uncleof uthor) n

Goodwin,E. (Commitee Member of Hospial Bosrdin 1915 HillEnd) 177

Goodwin, Enoch (fatherof author) I, 2,21,22,23,32,36,37,

67,69, 7275, 77-19. 86,89,
91,95, 109, 116,120122, 152

Goodwin, Enoch (mincr, Klondyke and Hil End Pont, grandfatherof  Intro, 38,77

author)

Goodwin, Enoch (second han sore, Clake S1) ro

Goodvin,Gray 129,illus

Goodvin, Ior (brother of Bruce Goodwin) 37,40,69, 2 llus, 73, 78,86,

115,116, 120,121, 152
Goodwin, Kem (brother of Bruce Goodwin et HillEnd when 16 years 16,20,21,42

old)
Goodvwin, Maud (mother of uthor, Hil End) 104,105,248
Goodvin, Mo 108

Graham (gazing family) 149
Grant, Al (minr, iesleysIsland) ©
Grabiyn 150
Gret Brain Tin Shicing Co (Emmerville) 150
Greens (miners, Tambaroora Creck) 3
Grimshaw, Alex (miner, Hill End) 15
Groves, Herb(miner,Hill End) 15
Guarmcino, Atlo (long tem fifend ofatst Donald Friend) 156
Gum Leaf Industry 167
Gumnut Clob (Hill End) 94,95
Hanilon fmily 3
Hanilon, Bily (i, Golden Guly) 0,86
Hamilon, Chari (mincr, Hil End) is
Hanilon, George son of Billy, miner,Golden Gull) “
Hanilon, Ken (son o Billy, miner, Golden Guly) W
Hanilon, Les son o Billy, miner, Golden Gull) W
Hanilon, Walte (son of Bily, miner, Golden Gull) .86
Hanillon, William 150
Hammond, Mark (esident o Hill End) 162
Hargraves o
Harvey,Jean (maried W. Warry (huror) 3031
Harvey, Nick ke, Hill ) 35.34,107, 116,138
Hawkins (grazing family) 149
Hawkins Hill End Centrl Gold Mining Co. 1314

Hawkins Hill Reward Gold Mining Co (previous name for the Decp 13
Levels Gold miring Co)

Heap, Rowley (miner, Hill End) 15,47
Hacfinger, Paul (ateiic of a eading Sydney newspaper) 157
Hill End and Tambaroora Timesand Miners Advocate 18
Hill End Bushfiee Brigade 168
Hill End Citizen Associaion n
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Evans, Bl Gminer, Hill End) 15

Evans, Emily (dressmaker Hill End ) 15

Everet fami 3

Everst, Les 75,77,78,79

Ere family (Hill End) 126,155

Eyre, Gertrde (wifeof Oswald Eyre) 2

Eyee, G (par owner of RoyalHotel, Hill End) 25,111,130

Eyre, Margo i

Eyre, Oswald (proprictor o Royal Hotel, il End) 2

Eye, William Heary (owner of Royal Hotcl, Hill End) 2

Faraday (miner, Oakey Creek) @

Faraday, Bill o

Eell, K. (chaimman of Oriomo Explorations Lid) 13

Fishe, Hary (mincr, Valentine Mine, Hill End) 69.73.86

Fitzgerald (razing family) 19

Ftzgersid, Mrs. (Post Mistress, Slly's Flat) 5

Fizgerald, Jim 5

Fitzgeald John (Constable) 129,ilus

Fitzgerald, Mick 165

Fitzsimmons, Minie (il End) 95

Fizsimmons, M. (midvwife) 136

Fizelle, Florence (wife of Hill End schoolicacher) o

Fizell, Vere (Headmaste, Hill End) 0

Fiying Doctor Service 169

Fiymn, Percy (il End) 107,115

Fiym, Bob (brotherin-aw 0 author Bruce Goodwin, Hill End) 31,62, 101,102,103, 104,
106,107

Flymn, Lomaine (ne Goodwin,sserof Bruce Goodvwin, wife of Bob 106

Fiym)

Flym, Mary (Postmistess Hill End) 21

Forste’s Tunnel 91,134,139

Fourounce vein 7

Frase, Reg (mine, Hill End) 136

Freeman, Snowy ((ram diver, WW1 veteran) 0.5

Frenchman's Vein 137

Frengel, Willam (mine, il End) 136

Friend, Donald 155,156 llus, 150, 160,166

Fuge, I (ransport srvice,Fill End) 96,107,115, 129 llus

Fuge, Margo (shop owner, Royal Hotel icensc) Ineo 25, 130, 165

Gardiner (ushranger) o

Gamer (partowner of HillEnd Timber Mill) 113

Garmer, Horey (min, Lody Belmore Mine HillEnd) 3

Gart, Dik (mine, il End) is

Gee Bung Club (Hill End) 94,95

Golden Gully lineofreefs 4

Golden Gully Shicing Co 18

Goldspink, Tomms (schoolicachr, Tembaroors) o

Goodwin Mirs. (grandmther ofsuthor, B Goodwin) 152

Goodin bothers %79

Goodin, Enoch (grandfather of author) 7

Goodwin, Betty (s nursing siste and vife of Bruce Goodwin,author) 156 llus, 169,180
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This was the era at Hill End 1 knew as a child and teenager. In

between the child and the teenager, I was o spend eight years in a very

different environment when with my family I lived and went to school
‘Manly;

ydney.

My childhood at Narrabeen was very happy with lots of surfing and
swimming, boating on the Narrabeen lakes and walks on the Collaroy
Plateau. The Platcau at that fime was in s virgin state with a fantastic
variety of wild flowers.

Sixty years later I am once again walking in the coastal bushland at
Frenchs Forest; and in the cool of a spring moming, there is suddenly a
Scent of grass or gumleaf and I am instantly back on the banks of the
Macquarie River; o standing on Hawkins Hill, rapt in the morning mists
sising slowly from the Turon valley and the myriad sounds of the bush,
the ringing calls of the thrush or magpie echoing around the hills and

valle

The Australian bush i far from the ordered fields and well-cared for
tourist atractions of Europe; but with its vast wild ruggedness, it holds a
charm that for me no foreign scene can maich.

Now when I visit Hill End, I love the solid silence, the crisp clean
air; and the brilliance of the stars st in a velvety sky no city lights can
spoil their beaty. To those who have spent some part of their life, in
the Australian bush, it is easy 10 relate 1o the love the aborigine has for
this strangely haunting landscape. It will always call me back.
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Hill End Common Trust
Hill End Disrct Hospital

Hill End Gof Club

Hill End Gum Leaf sy

HillEnd Hospital

Hill End Public Schaol

Hill End Rife Club

Hill End Timber Ml

Hill, Tony (member of Austalian Muzzle Loading Gun Club)
Hinchelife, George (icensee of Royal Hosel, il End)
Hocking Frank (engineer, father o “Digger”)

Hocking, Len (brother of “Digger”)

Hocking, May (End Hill

Hocking, Mo (miner, Hill End)

Hocking, “Digger"(illEnd)

Hodse (grazing family)

Hodge, Mrs. (Hary's mother)

Hodge (minerHillEnd)

Hodge, Albert

Hodge, Alf(baker,Hill Ed)

Hodge, Brian (author of Vallys o Gold, Frontiersof Gold nd
Remermbered With Prid and nephew of Har,Fill End)

THodge,Em (baker, Hill End)
Hodge, F. (Commitee Member of Hosptal Boar 1915, Hill End)
Hodge, Fisd

Hodse, Ham sick e was ik (bor o Hill En Sony)
Hodge Ken

Hodge, Minie (vifeof Em)

Hodge g

Hodge, Roley (camying business Hill End)
Hodge, Ron camying busness Hill End)

Hodge, Waltr Frderick (Teamster, Hill End)
Hode's shop (Wil End)

Hokin, George

Holoveay, Ben (butcher,Hil End,(mincr, Valenine Mine, Hil End)
Holloway, Dave (butcher,HillEnd)

Holloway, Jim (shop owner, il End)

Holtemann, B.O. (ofth Holtermann Collection)

Holtermann, Bermard (youngest son of Mrs, M. . Holtermann)
Holiermann, M., (widow of B.O. Holtermann’s youngest son .
Leonard)

Homeward Bound (propety o Bill Whitsker)

Hopman, R H. (Commitee Member of Hospial Board i 1915 Hill
End)

Hosies Store (Hill End)
Houghton, Wal (Miner, Rose of England clam Hill End aso’ river
dweler)

Howard, Jackie

Hutchinson, A. (Commitiee Member of Hospial Board 1915, Hill
End)
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Becch, Dot
Becch, Gen

Becch, Anthea (sife of Henry)

Becch, Dorothy (daughter of Henry and Anthes)
Beech, Harry (sonof enry and Anthes)

Becch, Heary (owmerof Becch'ssore, Hil End)
Becch's Sore

Bellette,Jean(atis wife of Hacliger)
Bennett, il (miner, Hill End)

Bennett, Bucky (Hill End)

Beanet, Jossy (il End)

Bennent sisters dressmakers in Sabation Army Hall,HillEnd)
Bennett family, (iners, Tambaroora Creek)

Bembard: (miner, Brow's Bar)

Betar, George (clothing and haindressers, il End)
Bear, Anthony (lothing and hirdesser, Hill End)
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Beyers - Holirmann Nugget Min

Beyers and Holirmann Nugeet

Beyers Ave,Hill End

Beyers Cotage

Beyers, Louis

Birchgrove Demonstmtion School

Bisley, Lionel, Alfed (Srgeant at Hill End)
Blackberry Industy

Bleak House (bome of Goodwin fumily)
Boske, Dr (consuling srgecons a Hil End)
Boddington, Jnnie (organiser of the National Galery of Vitorie)
Bonham, Bob (member of Ausralian Muzzle Loading Gun Club )
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Bowers, Arthur

Bowman, Edic

Bramball, Ben (il End)

Brandon, F (Comittee Member of Hospital Boardin 1915 il End)
Brasier, Bob (Bathurst traveling picture show)

Briish Colonal Company (known as O1d Company Hill End)

Brodie (grozing fuily)

Brodic, Waltr (Postmaster,Hill End)
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Brown, Dakie (river dweller)
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Dean, Barbara (member of Austlian Muzzle Loading Gun Club )

Dean, Les (miner, Valentne Mine, Hill End)

De Courey Browne (former New Guinea plntaion manager,miner,
Jey sland Pllen’ Hill

Decp Levels Mine (1ill End)

Denman, Albrt (il End)
Denman, Bill

Denman, George (buicher Hil End)

Denman, George (seior,Hill End)

Dennison St HillEnd

Devon Gold Mining Co.

Devon Gold NL

Dickerson, Bob.

Dirt Holes Mine

Donovan, Eddic (carpenter & mier Pulln's Hill)
Dove (grasing family)

Dove, Adeaide (musi tacher HillEnd)

Dove, Donald (Hill End)

Dove, Jean (wie of Donald, Hil End)

Dowell, Herb (Vaentine’s M, il End)

Dowell Les (il End)

Drakeford (grazing family)

Drysdal, Russll artist)

Drysdae, Timothy

Dunk, Harry (licenses of RoyalHotel,Hill End)

Dunn, WF.(MLA)

Duwyer, Henry licenseeof Royal Hotel, Hill nd)
Dyson, Edward, George (poc)
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Eldrdge, Bill senior (miner, Valntine Mine, Hill End)
Eldridge, Kevin

Ellios,Joe (miner,Hill End)

Ellis (wo familis) (mincrs, Tambsroora Creek)

Ellis, Sam (minr Pisly Isand, Valeatine's Mine, Hill End)
Ellis, Alan (Hill End)

Ellis Bay

Ellis, Bil (il End)

Ellis, ick (miner, Hil End)

Ellis, Don (il End)

Elis, Flo

Ellis, George (scion)

Ellis,Jack (minr Piesiy Island, member of syndicate)
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Bl John

Ellis,John Henry (*Jack” abbi trpper)

Ellis Samuel Ounior, brother ofJock)

Ells, Silas
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Bymmes, Bill(foreman,Hill End)
Bymes, Mick

Cannonball (roperty of Warry family)

Canton Shatt

Carver, Ab (miner, HillEnd)

Carver, Benjamin (icensee of Royal Hotel, Hill End)

Carver, Bon (appe grower)

Carve family

Cassin, Ted (HillEnd)

‘Charmberlain, Nevill (Prime Ministerof UK)

Christie, Emie (miner, Valetine Mine, Hil End)

Church Guild

‘Church of England,Hill End

‘Churchland, Lindsay nstuctorofat at the National ArtSchool)
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Clarke St, Hill End

Clifod, Charlie (miner, i Hole Creek, Valentine Mine, HillEnd)
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Cook, Vv (rinc, il End)
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Listr, Matilda
Lithgow Mercury

Fongrman, Bert (miner,valentine’s Rect,
Longrman, Norman (son of Angus)
Longmore, (miner, Oakey Creck)
Longmore, Angus (Cricketer's Hote, 1932, Hil End)

Longmore, Don, (il End)
Longrmore, Laing (Hill End)
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Lougher, Nap

Lougher, Nesbit (miner,Hill End)

Loughrin, Joseph, Alfed (postmaster, il End)
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Macguaric Motors Bathurst.

Macryannis, llen (dressmaker Hill End)
Madden, Fliza Jane.

Maitand Camp (rral property of Hodige fily)
Manaolato, Al (miner,1ill End)

Mandurama (property owned by H. Roterby)
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Maris, Bty (member of Australin Mzl Loading Gun Club )
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Marshall, il (mincr, Hil End)

Marsall D, (Commitiee Member of Hospitl Board in 1915 Hill End)

Marshall, Duncan
Marshall,Jumes (miner Klondyke Point)
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Isles,Peter (member of Australian Muzzle Loading Gun Club) 168

Jenkyns, Billy (miner, il End) 15
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Johnson, Walie (mine, Hill End) 15
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Jodge, Les (il End) 16

Keeeh, Les 8182116
Keighily (grazing faily) 14

Kell, Enid (membe of Austalon Muzzle Loading Gun Club ) 168,169
Kell, John (member of Austalian Muzzle Loading Gun Club) 168

Kellets (merchant, Modgee) 163
Kemshall, Alfred mincr, Tutor) niro
Kemsball, Maud (mothe of abor,Hill End) niro

Kerr, Dr. (Hargraves) 10

Kerr's Hundred Weight (Hargraves) 100
Killongbuta Saion @

Kimm (graving family) r

Kimm Billy 75

Kimm, Gordon (sonof Billy) s

Kimm, Lindsay (son o Billy) s

Kimm, Ronnie (son of Blly) 7

Kissell, Willam (of Kissll Blow Rec) 120

Kissel's Blow 120

Kight, Chari (brothe of lornce and Frank, Dt Hole Creek) 40

Kaight, Florence (siste ofFrank and Chasle Dk Hole Creck) 30,40
Kaght, Frank (miner Dk Hole Creck) 30,40
Kanight family (miners, Tambaroors Creck) 3
Krohmann's Mine E]

Lady Belmore Mine, (Goodwin’s Minc) 36,37,48.67
Laing, Allan W. (Rev. of C of B, HillEnd) 3

Larb, Frank (shop owne, Hill ) 34,58, 111,123
Larb, Thelma et
Lawson, Bob (il End) o

Le Messurie, Alfred (Commission Agent Hil End)
Le Messurie, Bil (miner, Hil End)

L Messurier, A

L Messuier, Al iner,Hill End)

Leahy, 1. (owner of Killongbuta Station)

L, Blanche (Matron of e HillEnd hospital)

Legget, Peer (membe of Austalian Muzzle Loading Gun Club)
Lester, Dr. (consuling surgeons t ill End)

i
Lincoln, Bob (bu srvice providerminer, Vlentin Mine and Rose of Inro 32,6, 72,73, 86, 101,

Austalia ref,Hill End) 103,104, 106,107,137,151
Lincoln, Laurie i

Lincoln, Lomsine (nce Goodwin, sistr of auhor Bruce Goodwin) I, 106

Listr o
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Me Kenie, K. (Commitice Member of Hospta Board, 1915 Hil End)
M Kenvie, Munro (member of Austalian Muzzl Loading Gun Club )
McCarney, Paddy

McGuiness, Owen (owner and licensee of Royal Hotel il End)
McKensie (grazing fomily)

McKenzie, Ly (member of Australan Muze Loading Gun Club)
Menzies, Robert (Pime Miister of Australs)

Coles and Co

Methodist Church, 1l End

Mica Vein

Middie Workings

Milln, . (Commitce Member of Hospital Board, 1915, Hill End)
Minersl Exploratons

Mobbs, Hazel (river popic’)

Mobbs, ilon (river people’)

Mobbs, Jack (‘river people’)

Mobbs, Saah (iver people’)

Moore,Mir (Oriomo Company engineer)
M, Jean (wife of Rufus, il End)
Mo, Rufus (atist one time Hil End resident)

Mudgee Guardian
Mallens, Pecr (miner,Hill End)

Muray, Donald

Muzzle Loading Gun Cluv

Nationl Hisorc Village (NPWS)

Natass, Petr mine, Hill End)

New Chip (at Chines resident of Tambaroors)
Newtown brothers (owners of Red Hill Co)
Nicholson, Bl and wife (school escher, il End)
Nighingale Store

Nighiingal, Fred (shop ower,

il End)

Nightingale, Wymne (shop owner, il End)
Norther Tunel

Northey's Stor (operated by Warry's always known s Warry's
buiking)

O'Brien, Jim

O"Brien, Mick (brothr ofJim)
O'Flahery, Owen (member of Austalian Muzzle Loading Gun Clu)
O'Flynn, . last esident Docor of Hill End)

O'Leary (merchani, Bathurs)

O'Reilly (grazing amily)

O'Reilly, Ted (miner,Hill End)

Oates, arasing i)

Oate, Waler (miner, Pesley's Island, Valntine Mine, Hill End)
Ogilie, Wil poct)

Old Company (previousy known s Brish Colonial Co)

Oldham, George (iccnsce of Royal Hote, Hill End)

Oiver, ack (miner, Hil End)
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the workings unsafe, he would always investigate the situation. The men
alvars scceptd s fdgement o0 matiesof satty, e erpeced

2oL 5 o s Sy s i o
treated them s the inteligent,capable men that they were.
As this is mainly a history of my own experiences I have confined

depression years and then in lesser numbers in later years, but by and
large their experiences would have been similar to mine, with the same
highs and lows. The driving force was, that the next bench of quartz
blasted down or the next dish washed, would produce the pot of gold at
the end of the rainbow.

g 1935. We.
continued to use the crushing plant and water from the dam for the next
six years.

Small Syndicates Working in the 1930's
There was a number of other small parties working on various

mining projects in and around Hill End. Some of these projects were just
shafts to

id.
e s it subsidy introduced by the Government to
courage people (o prospect, When an application for Aid was applicd
for, it would be investigated by an Inspector, from the Mines
Department. He would assess the prospects, and, if he considered the
‘mine had a chance of finding gold, he would recommend that applicants
be granted so much per foot of sinking or driving. The rate per fool was
based on the hardness of the rock 10 be mined. The price in the 1930's
was usually about two pounds ten shillings ($5.00) per foo. If the aid
were graned the local policeman, who was also the Wardens Clerk,
supervised the work and measured the amount of work conpleed cach
ines

A paly that included Eddie Donovan carpenter, Eddie Cox Estate
Agent, DeCourcy Browne Former New Guinea plantation manager, and
several other men were working a gold lease at Pullen's Hill. It is a
basalt-covered, flat-topped hill overlooking the Macquarie river and
situated about thre miles from the Ullamalla station homestead.
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patches. I remember Ab 'g my father a fossicking dish of quartz.
that was laced with gold. Ab estimated that it contained 40 or 50 ounces!
During my time of gold mining at Hill End that was the most gold in
‘one fossicking dish that I personally vi
‘The Judge and Woolard families had a sound knowledge of the
Hawkins Hill mines and usually worked together. They spent a lot of
time inth old workings and over th yers ined s very ich e
y worked in Forster's Tunnel, the Mi in the Consolidated
e nd i fhe Fat groand in tho il above the mouth of the

nel.
The Woslrd family had a long history of mining. and theic
knowledge was passed down rom one genration 0 nother. This was
Hill End, depo
in such an unusual and quirky manner.
Apart ir expertise i

miners, and all i always
capable of washis they wanted

some emergency finance. Ted silllives at Hill End and carris on the
W tion of being always able to fossick up some gold.
Basically the newcomers to Hill End had to win admittance 1o the

mpared with allovial mining, The locals were alvays helpful in
ok the poveones o 504 mining and eventaly uie 8 e
became quite proficient underground miners.

Condiions underground were iffcult and unbeathy with bad m.
dynamitc fumes, dust, and in most cases water. Working broken
‘was always dangerous and this factor made it important to have at i
one good timberman in the party.

Fitting timber 50 that the walls or roof of the mine ol
collapse was a very special and skilled job and good timber m
always i demand. Underground timberig had may funcion,shafs and
drives had 1 e ited wihtinker 1o ez brokenground. ALo st of

piriougdi bt e T B b job to erect
all the surface timber structures such as poppet legs and ore bins. OF
course the main role of the timberman was to ensure that the mine was
safe for hisfellow workers

Dad was a very good hand at all kinds of underground fimbering and
was at one time head timberman at the Burraga Copper Minc. I leamed
the art from working with dad, Sam Ells, Bert Longmore and Morrie
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building

large water dam and cuting about 2 milles o race (0 carry water from the:

dam o the mine. The water race passed in front of  tunnel driven into
i ash

w
tunnel it could be trucked out and washed in the rce.
However, the results ell far short of expectations. The amount of
carred out by this band of men of such diverse backs
skills, none of which included gold mining, or even manual labour,
indicates how well some of these newcomers adapied to their new
e
up came up with a novel method that solved the problem of
.xnnv:llmg very sticky wet clay that refused (0 leave the biade of the
vel. They built  fire and heated the shovel blades ! 1 must say that
this prompted some of the local miners to brand them as ‘bloody
newchums’. But it did work; I saw it in operation.
ur Alder and a mate worked a similar alluvial claim on another
basalt covered hill called Yankee Toms, on the Orange side of the
Macquarke.

of the Macquaric River. The basalt covers a depth of gold bearing wash
‘and sand that was part of the ancient river bed. Over many thousands of
its orii basalt

from Mount Canobolas near Orange. The river gradually cut a new path
‘and now the Macquarie River flows many hundreds of feet belo

very
fine quality coarse, white sand and smooth quartz pebbles. This was a
. " 2 3

tapped
early miners tons of this material would flow into the workings.
Because of its very high quality, one party considered this sand and

Most of these hills were extensively worked in the early gold rush
days and a considerable amount of gold was won from the ancient river
gravels. In early workings some miners sent the alluvial wash down to

Macquarie by aeral rope ways. The gold was then separated from the
‘gravel in sluice boxes, making use of river waer.

Ab Carver was a very competent miner and a successful prospector,
and in one miring venture h joined forces with a Sydney builder, Billy
Sach. They sank a shaft on the hill situated south west of the Hill End

office. They worked in this mine for some fime. I do not know how.
much gold they actually extracted but they did get some very rich

%
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added. If a large cake, it would be broken up and borax
added. The borax forms a slag and melis over e top of the
goldabsorbing some of the impurities and allowing the gold to flow
freely. The temperature is increased until the gold melts. At this stage
you may scrape some impurities off the top, including any slag. The
mnl!lm !nld can then be poured into a gold zoud tht s bosn

ks of hardwork 52 great il s he ok ng s ot of
the gold movid.
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Judge, all of whom were very competent timbermen, however, I never
acquired the skills of my tutors.

Tn places where the air was bad, the flame on the miner's candle

became weaker, waming him that there was a lack of oxygen in the air. If

bad and the.

Y

‘miner would be in a potentially dangerous situation.
“Ntr the goldep-years of mining i Fill End had passed the

‘underground miners reward was seldom in keeping with the effort

In spite of all these difficulties most of the underground miners that
were working for themselves found the work an interesting and exciting
halenge The chalenge was o  scuis o or g gokland
then keep on it. Keeping on the gold was not always casy, particularly
e th g s et Sy 0 0 e e the miner then had 10

e cking put st e of gromd byt the rock face in
front of you, an had seen it. Did
edoradoyou were seking

letgman when the reef starts (0 show better prospects. Then the
past i obliterated by the expectations of the gold that will be theirs in
the next crushing.

“There was always the thiill of cleaning up the crushing plant after a
g00d crushing and seeing the lumps of amalgam (gold combined with
mercury) collected in various spots in the battery box. Each box had
iflren placs wersth i pat o the gold malgam would kodge. A
quick look at the favourite spots would indicate if the crushing was a
profitable one.

amalgam was separated from the material remaining in the
battery box, by panning offinto a wooden tub, and saving the amalgam.
50 the amalgam that had escaped from the bos, during the.

ing process. After passing

plae,
piece of leather. The combined ball of amalgam was then placed in

T of mibcahed callo s wincd Heht 1o cxpel oy e

amalgam was then placed in a metal retort that was

slowly healed unil the remaining mercury was evaporated. The gold

remaiing s cale sk of ot gl becaus f s hap and

the appearance of a golden coloured rock cake.
o rln h gid fthr i was e b  plantag rcibl, The
inside of the crucible was sprinkled with borax. Then the cake of gold
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Concerts were a popular form of entertainment and Frank Hocking
organised a number of concerls 1o raise money for various local
organisations. He was very keen on what was known in those days as
Black and White Minstrel Shows. The first half consisted of Black
Minstrel songs and the second half was mixed entertainment, such as
Comic songs, Popular songs, Recitations, Piano solos and other
instrumental pieces.

we used bumt cork mixed with Vaseline. As you can imagine, this
mixture was very difficult to remove.

Hill End was very fortunate in having some very good piano
but the outstanding pianist was Minni FitzSimmons, who played
excellent dance time and who was a very good cconpanis. Dud, who
was very musical himsclf, used to say Minnie was the best accompanist
headovecmet

Dad was a good solo entertainer with a fine tenor v

e. He usually

was good, and he always received a favourable response from the

Ben Bramhall was one of the newcomers who became an enthusiatic
mem lub. Ben knew a ic songs, that

o gave
renditions of epic poems such as, The Pisel 07 Lt Fang Fu. 1 The
Green Eye Of The Litte Yellow God. Ben was also good at conuring
wicks, seight of hand and juggling. Wit his comic songs, et

and conjring, Ben was quit Capabl of potting on 3 very professiona
‘one man show.

Ted Cassin was another performer who sang comic songs and
performed at concerts. Mervyn Bumard senior was a skilled professional
‘magician. The only problem he had was that his patter did not match his
dramatic skill. He constructed all his own props, some of which were

plex, and he obviously was a skilled tradesman. With the help
of his family, a fully professional magic show was staged in e Ryl
Hall il End,with repeat performances a Sofla o Hargravs

of the locals and.
m, S, play s el ntment o S o s Ok
. The concerts were always well attended and provided inexpensive

entertainment for the whole town. Although Hill End had the talent to
was the newcomers who gave the lead in
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Chapter 15

Social Life at Hill End in the 1930s

Digger Hocking has been able to provide me with a contemporary
account of social life at Hill End during the 19305, Digger and his family
wers invoed i most ofthe porting and sl actvies o e bown.
S0 his account of the various activities s of great in
In the early 19305, George Hokin, one of e mew arivals a Hil
that we form a club. George told us how they had formed
a very successful Glee Club in the Sydney suburb where he had lived
before coming o Hill End. He thought a similar club would provide the
town with 4 lot of free cniertainment. It was then decided o call a
‘meeting o discuss the formation of a club, the meeting being held in
Weir's Rooms.

SETEE e S OB o O VA WS S ol
bring 10 the township. His enthusiasm soon convinced the meeting that
Fill S s i, The raseting dackd o al o s vt
‘Gee Bung’ club.

“The Gee Bung Club became very successful and we soon discovered
the many hi the town.
always well attended, and afier the formal part of the meeting was over
We were entertained by some of the members.

y Goldspir teacher at T during this
‘period and he became a member of the Gee Bung Club. He was a very
£00d football player and for a time coached the Hill End team.Tommy
was also a very good boxer, and was well known and respected among
members of the boxing fraternity in Sydney and elsewhere. As his
contribution to club activities, Tommy taught boxing 10 any member
who wished t0 leam. One of his pupils, Tom Austin, who worked for

‘The ladies became envious of the success of the all male Gee Bung
Club and decided 1o form a club of their own. A meeting of the ladies
decided to call their club the "Gumnut Club”. It was also very successfal
‘and there was great rivalry between the two clubs.
Florence Fizelle (the Hill End school teacher's wife), Edie Bowman,
Mum (May Hocking) were among those who took a leading part in
the Gumnut Club activities.
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A number of very good football players came to Hill End during the

. Bill Martin was generally regarded as one of the best. Other
newcomers who played a good game included CIiff Fuge, 'rnmmy
Below, Bl By, Kl Bhakt W Osb i Lew 564

o e Wing was s popals et 8 ol End,an here
again the newcomers (o the town included some very experienced bike
rders.

A

is. The main venue for theraces were rom Weir's Hote t the 10p of
Fischers Hil for the shorter races and (0 the Ullamalla tm-off on the
Mudgee Road,for the longer race. Arthur Philis was a very pofessional
bike rider and was always in the forefront of the Hll End club. Other
‘well performed riders were Cyril Anger and Allan Snesby. Among the
locals were Albert Denman, Silas, Jack, Allan and Don Ells, Herb and
Les Dowell, Laing and Don Longmore, and Phyl Cook. Albert Denman
52 oo sl el oo it it

Sport at Hill End was uenzln.ly enriched by e ot new blood,

because they provided the cor enthusiasm that raised the
Sandard o ol pot 015 fll el
it tennis. In
bad ‘The only cost o the p or ten cents

for the purchase of ennis ball. The players were lso asked o ke 1
tum at olling or marking the court There was also Cricket, Rifle, Golf
and Swimming Clubs.
Swimming became 2 very popular spor in the summer and 3 club
‘was formed using the Connic Dam a5 the venue, The driving force in the
ol A6 s R S oo W st e i

Conne Dam: This house had engmally ‘belonged to Jackie Howard. The,
Seddensquicky anformed e d wacle and daut hous o Qe 8
vome surrounded by a good garden.
been a member of a swimming club in Sydney and was very
enthusiastic about the sport. He was a good organiser and had the
knowledge and skill to arrange swimming and diving contests in a
professional manner.
‘The swimming camivals were a novelty to Hill End and were always.
well patronised by the townspeople.
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PHILLIS FREDERICK, MINER
PLACE WILLIAM, BRICKLAYER

PO /AMES, GRAZIER BARGONG
POLAIN FAY, NURSING SISTER BARGONG
PURVES ANDREW, BLACKSMITH

RALPH ERNEST WILLIAM, LAB ALPHA

REYNOLDS JOHN FRANCIS LAB.
RICHARDS VICTOR OLIVE, DENTIST
RILEY MARY JANE HD

RISBY EMMA HD

RISBY ERNEST CECIL, MINER
RISBY FLORENCE NEWHAM H.D
RISBY GEORGE HENRY, MINER
RISBY PERCY LAB

RODDA DALLAS HARVEY WILLIAM, PUBLICAN
RODDA GLADYS EVELYN H.D

ROGER DAVID, MINER WASHING GULLY
ROBERTS ELIZABETH HD

ROBINSON JAMES, RETIRED GRAZIER

ROSS ALEXANDER, PROSPECTOR

ROSS ALEXANDER JOHN, RETIRED

ROSS MARY ANN HD

ROSSER MARY, H.D POLICE STATION

ROSSER CLAUDE CLIFTON, CONSTABLE POLICE STATION
ROYAL PEARL MABEL H]

ROYAL THOMAS WILLIAM HARRIS, MINER

SAXBY AMOS BENJAMIN, SALESMAN
SAXBY LEONARD RAYMOND, MINER
SAXBY MARJORIE JEAN HD
SCHINCKEL MARY ANN

EAMAN CHARLES EDWARD, GRAZIER
SEAMAN LILY IRENE HD
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MURRAY DONALD WILLIAM, FINE ARTS DEALER
MURRAY ERNEST HENRY, BRICKLAYER
MURRAY ROBERT EDGAR, MINER

NATTRESS ELIZABETH JANE HD

NATTRESS ARNOLD MARK,

NICHOLLS LESLIE SIDNEY GORDON LAB
NICHOLLS

é

NORTHEY MARGRET
NORTON FRANCIS AMELIA MARGARET, HD' TAMBARORRA
NORTON JOSEPH LAB.

OATS EVA ETTIE MAY HD

OATS WALTER, GRAZIER

OFLYNN AMBER LURBINE, H.D HOSPITAL
O'FLYNN JEROME MEDICAL PRACTITIONER HOSPITAL
OLIVER MARY AGNES SARAH HD

OREILLY EDWARD, MINER

OREILLY MARY ANN HD

OREILLY ROSE HD

ORILEY VERA HONORA, H.D REDBANK
ORILEY JOHN PATRICK, REDBANK GRAZIER
ORILEY LUKE, MINER

PACK EVA, HD ALPHA

PACK HENRY GOODWIN, ALPHA
'PENDELTON WILLIAM LAB,

PALMER ARCHER MONEY, MINER

PPAULING JOHN RICHARD, SCHOOL TEACHER
PAULING MARY ELIZABETH, SCHOOL HOUSE
PARFITT ARTHUR LEONARD, MINER
PARSLOW ARLINE MAUD H.D

PARSLOW JAMES JOSEPH, GRAZIER

PIESLEY BENJAMIN, MlNER TURON RIVER

HD
PETRIE WALTER DOW, BUTCHER

216





index-22_1.jpg
afamily in dire need.

y: that peopl
left the town did 0 to seek work, visit the doctor, o on some other
iness matter.

Most people were st R e g i i v
putyour hocs on the table, openc an umbrela i the houses walhed
a ladder; saw a black cat un in front of you. Friday 13th was very
unlucky, and it was considered unlucky to have wattle, may bush or
a :

of ghosts;

dead; ing in the night.
me with a tingling sense of excitement, but never (o the stage of being
frightened.

Religion was much more divisive than it s oday, and the animosity
between Catholics and Protestants was strong. In the wider community
‘when applying for a job, you were often asked on what sde of the fence.

pronounced at Hill
End. This was probably due to the fact that the Catholic community was
smallin unbers, and s at the il End people were vey leant of
religion and race

Watle day was celebrated with a schoot picnic. All the school
children_ walked the two miles to Golden Gully. The gully was filled
with watile trees,which in season, were loaded with brilliant, golden
blossoms. Although Golden Gully had been a very rich alluvial gold
field, one section of which, Martin's Gutter reputed to have yielded one:
pound weight of allavial g0ld o the fossicking dish, it was the wattle
that gave the gully its name, not the rich gold in its gravel.

‘We would have a picnic lunch, then some games which always
cluded a wattle fight. On most waitle day picnics the Tambaroora
school pupils would join Hill End at tis half-way meeting place. I stll
have a snapshot of myself, aged about $ years, taken at one of these
wattle day picnics.

there was the annual town picnic, held on either the Post Office:
Flat or the Recreation Ground. Here we played Kissing the Ring, Drop
the Handkerchief, Sheep Sheep Come Home. Cocky-Loru
Hiding, Chasings, Thre-legged Races, sack rcss, age Races, "ok
ighting, Prisoners Base, French Cricket. Mountains of food were
pmvldrd by the ladics and at the end of the day every one retumed home
happy but exhausted.
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SECOMBE JOHN HENRY, MINER

SELBY RAYMOND HAY, DAIRYMAN

SELLEN WILLIAM MINER, TAMBAROORA

SHERRING EVA JEAN

SHERRING HENRIETTA ROSE HD
ELIZABETHEMILY

SHERRING WILLIAM LAB.

SIBLEY WILMA BRAESIDE

SIELY ETHEL MAY HD

SIELY KIETH IRVINE LAB

SMITH ADAH.D TAMBAROORA

SMITH HERBERT JAMES, WOOD CARTER TAMBAROORA

SMITH BRUCE SHAW, GRAZIER ROBREAN

SMITH JEAN, ROBREAN

'SMITH ROBERT BRUCE, GRAZIER ROBREAN

SMITH KATHLEEN AMY, BOWEN STREET
LAB.

SMITH MARR ALGERNON, SURGEON
SMITH MARR HELEN GIFFORD HD

STEPHENS WILLIAM NEASON, GRAZIER RIVERVIEW
STUART BRUCE ALEX, GRAZIER
STUART DUNCAN, GRAZIER LOGAN BRAE

STUART MARY VICTORIA, H.D LOGAN BRAE
STUARTJOHN DUNCAN, STATION HAND

STUART JOHN WILLIAM, STATION HAND LOGAN BRAE
STUART SARAH ANNIE H.D LOGAN BRAE

SUTHERLAND VIVIAN BEATRICE HD

TANNER JOHN NORMAN, CARPENTER
‘TASKIS EDITH MARY TONKIN, HD
‘TASKIS THOMAS BOLITO WHITE, MINER
TAYLOR NELLIE HD

'THOMAS ALLAN PENROSE, MOTOR MECHANIC
THOMAS RITA MAY HD

THOMPSON ALBERT EDWARD, MINER
THOMPSON ANNIE H.D

THOMPSON ARTHUR RICHARD LAB.
THOMPSON ARTHUR HERBERT LAB.
THOMPSON CHARLES DANIEL, MINER

28
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MCLEAN PATRICK GEORGE, MINER
MCLEAN GEORGE, MINER

MIDSON RONALD GEORGE

MOBBS ALBERTLF.SL]E STATION HAND

MOBBS ESTHER

MOBBS JOHN DOUGLAS TURONRIVER

MOBBS MAISIE

MOBBS SARAH, HD TUmN RIVER

MOBBS THOMAS ALFRED, MINER TURON RIVER
MOBLES JOHN DOUGLAS, MINER TURON RIVER
MORFFEW LAURENCE WILLIAM, MINER
MULLEN DAREL MATTHEW, PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER
MULLEN MINA ISA, SCHOOL HOUSE

MULLENS CATHERINE MARY HD

MULLENS MARY H.D

MULLENS PETER, MI

MURRAY DONALD EDWARD, SCHOOL BUS PROP.
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LAWSON GLENDORA SARA HD

LEE BLANCHE, MATRON

LE MESSURIER ALFRED, COMMISION AGENT

LE MESSURIER ALICE TRYPHENA HD

LE MESSURIER WILLIAM ERNEST LAB.

LISTER FREDERICK DANIEL HARDMAN, FARMF_R SARNIA
LISTER MARJORIE HARRIETTE, H.D SARNI/

LISTER MATILDA MARGARET, ARTIST

LINCOLN ADELAIDE CONSTANCE LORRAINE H.D
LINCOLN ROBERT WILLIAM, BUS PROPRIETOR
LONGMORE ANGUS WALTE.R M]NEI'(
LONGMORE

LONGMORE JOHN c)-wzu;s su\cstlTH
LONGMORE

LONGMORE THOMAS' u_mu' MINER
LOUGHRIN GRACE ILEAN MAUD H.D

LOUGHRIN JOSEPH ALFRED, POSTMASTER

LYE CHARLES EDWARD, TAMBAROORA MINER

MARTIN BARBARA JEAN, DALMENY

MARTIN RICHARD NOEL, GRAZIER DALMENY
MCALLISTER ELIAS EOWARD LAB
MCALLISTER GLADYS ELMA H.D

McAULIY JOHN BRUCE,CARPENTER
McCARTHY PATRICK MINER

McDAID ALBERT FRANCIS JOSEPH LAB.
McDAID PATRICK, MINER

Maci

McKAIN LIONEL, C OF E MINISTER
MCKENZIE DONALD, ALPHA

MCKENZIE KENNETH, "

MCKENZIE SARAH MAUD H.D

MacGARVIE COLIN CHARLES ROSS, MINER
MACKIE ALEXANDER GORDON LAB
MCLEAN DOROTHY EILEEN EMMA HD
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Apart from the dam and machinery installation, a number of large
kdings had to be built. These were required to house the power plant,
store rooms and smaller portable buildings for the work face.
“The pipeline from the dam up to the sluicing site had to be laid, and
tailings dam built
‘A saw mill was established and all the sawn timber used at the mine.
was harvested locally and then milled on the site. Poles and power lines
for the disribution of the clectric power from the genrating plant to

iderable work force.

On the 8 November 1937 when the power lines were nearing
completion, a fatal accident occurred, resultng in the death of Les Judge.
Les was working up a ladder on one of the power poles when a wire stay
on the pole was removed. The main power wire had been run out under

il v smoied The gl B0 h gookd mdar Loy s Nklng

Asa residence for the mine manager, Mr Rowe, the company built a
substantial house near the Mudgee-Hill End road. It was built of local
i sngyback e 1 was i wilh oot singes, o of

‘white stringy bark, all the timber being cut at the company sawmill
1 purchased this house in 1939 for 130 pounds (5260). It had 3

bedrooms, lounge room, dining room, kitchen, laundry, bathroom,
vecandahs back and front, was wired for electriity, was fully fmished,
had septic system, water tanks, feltex floor covering throughout and
insect screens on all doors and windows. This was a very modem and
‘well equipped house for the times. In later years I cut this house into
it 4 were

‘made during this move.

‘The Company started sluicing early in 1938 and the operation was
closed down in July 1938. After this date my brother, Ivor and several

engineer Mr Moore and the manager Mr Rowe. This sampling revealed
values much lower than the initial tsting.

Dad was asked (0 atiend a meeting of company directors and
‘management t0 discuss the future of the mine. A this meeting, it was
revealed that the average values recovered during the duration of the.

116





index-126_1.jpg
‘This system is known as closed circuit hydraulic sluicing, and is
usually adopted when water supply is a problem,

‘This system was not entircly satisfactory at Tambaroora because of
the clay content in the material being sluiced The clay was very fine and

ined ion, the water ith thi
that the water and clay mixture from the nozzle lost its cuting ability,
and would not penetrate the alluvial banks with the same efficiency as
clean water.

Another disadvantage of this dirty water was an unacceptable loss of
g0ld. The fine gold failed to sette in the ! X ripples due (0 the
density of silt n the water. There was never an Sdequ nppy of clesn
make up water delivered 10 overcome these problems

‘The dredging plant was cainaied o have cost ol
housend pounds (40.000) 1o insall The compleisd plant was

installed at
il End. 1t wassad thia such a well Bannod an equiped project had
such a short and financially disastrous

My brother and I worked at the s||l|cmg face. On aftemoon and night
shift three men operated the plant, one man on the nozzle, one on the
gravel pump. The third man relieved either of these positions and saw
that the waer race and boxes were running correctly. Jack Bairstow, was
the gravel pump operator on our shift. The whole area was floodlit by
electricity that was generated at the main power plant. From my

lection there were three men required at the main power plant on
each shift.

Extra shift
and establishment tasks, while the night and afternoon shifts just
‘concentrated on sluicing as much alluvial as possit
During the construction period there would have been about fifty or
sixty men employed on the project. Some of these were indirectly

the construction of the dam wall. The building of the dam gave
employment to a large number of men, and certainly the largest number
‘men t0 be employed at Hill End since the Reward Mine closed down

- Many
‘men who had come to live at Hill End during the depression.
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view this was the logical and most efficient position to start this type of
sluicing operation. However, it was certainly not the best place as far as
alic wers comcmed. Petigs 3 grses dere o s woul ave
el i opecatons oo n Gl Gy

Part of the area sluiced in this first paddock had been the site of a
Cltnee it 300 oo N Ch 16 4t gl 72

oy,

My brother and I assisted in the first clean up, and the sluice boxes

contained a great number of Chinese token coins, Round with a square.
hole in the middle, no doub lost by the Chinese many years
‘There were also a number of old coins of English origin found in the
sluice bores.

‘The closing down of this project was a severe blow to many Hill End
familics, som, of whom had recelved ogulr e v i
eighteen months.The improved standard in the economy had been short
Tved but most aceepiable afe the stingent inancial years of the
depression.

There y talk of another world war in Europe and soon the
deprssion 4nd wncmployment woukd be fogoten and the Hil End
‘population would be rapidly reduced through enlistments in the fighting
forces and work in war related industris.
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sluicing were 10 pence per cubic yard (10c). This represented about 12%
of the values arrived at during the inmz.l testing of the area. Admitedly
there was some gold lost during the sluicing operations, but not on such
ascale Gt would secount o s lurgndmnpancy

Hydraulc sticing at Golden Guly i 196, Thi sl of shiing was
similar 10 the system used by Oriomo

I have been unable to ascertain the actual amount of gold, obtained by
the Company. 2
of gold produced at Hill End during 1938 was 995 ounces.This was
approximatly 700 ounces more han 1937. So i can b assumed hat

ost of th f 700 ounces of gold, if not more, came from the
el possibly more, because most of the workers, who
‘under ordinary circumstances would have been getting some gold, were
employed by the Company...

were some post mortems a5 to how the actual results had so

iomalyfailed 1o match those btaind n th extcsie einthat had
taken pl by
ocompsnce ot design, but so many people both independent and

pany associated, had been involved in the preliminary testing that
was difficult o ascertain just what had gone wrong.

Sluicing operations had commenced close o the Hill End Mudgee
Road and at the southem end of Red Hill. From an engincering point of

n7
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Chapter 19
Gold Mining Red Hill - Dirt Holes

as well below ons, Hill
“smudder” crushing. ing origi one of
‘months of hard d

50 tons of quartz, that, when crushed, returned only a few pennyweights

of g0ld. On looking a thetiny picce of smeled gold that epresented all

his weeks of toil he said, T feel 1 smudder (smother)"

 Although we never had what could be called a smudder crushing we
the alluvial

banks at the Junction of Turon and Macquarie Rivers.
Red Hill Dumps

During the Hawkins Hill mania, 1871-72, the Dirt Hole claims were
floated into boom companics to sink vertical, or, as they called them,

‘underlay until water became 00 heavy 1o be handled even by two horse
whims. Most of these ventures ran out of money before reaching the reef

"The Red Hill Company was working one of the richet aras and was
one of the few 10 continue working after the collapse of a number of the
other companies on this northe end of the gold fields.

‘The Red Hill Company had to contend with a lot of underground
water. It increased from 1000 gallons per hour 1o 1500 gallons per hour
as depth increased. To cope with this extra water they kept installing
better pumping equipment. The increased water flow and the mz

From Mi
were then on seven ounces of gold per ton and were pumping prct
gallons of water per hour from the shaft.
Department Mines NSW, 1888 page 67 quotes:-

“The chief and most noeworthy event is the success of the Red Hill
‘Gold Mining Company, Tambaroors, owned by Newton Brothers, which
has worked for several years with poor success partly owing o influx of
water, The enterprising proprietors however, having procured morc
powerful machinery three months since, were rewarded by striking the
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TUNBRIDGE THOMAS ALFRED, \ BUTCHER
TWINING WILLIAM CHARLES,

VEIL LOUISA ANNIE, FOREMAN'S GULLY

WALKER JOHN WELLESLY, GRAZIER ALPHA

'WALPOLE FRANCIS ARCHER, TAMBAROORA MINER
WALPOLE GEORGINA HD

WALPOLE HARRY, SCHOOL TEACHER
WALPOLE HAZEL, SCHOOL HOUSE
WALPOLE MARY CA’

WALPOLE JAMES JOSEPH, SHORT STREET
WALPOLE LEO LAB.

WALPOLE JACK LAB

WALPOLE JAMES GEORGE, MINER
WALPOLE JOHN WILLIAM, MINER
'WALPOLE REBECCA HD

WALPOLE RITA INA HD

'WALPOLE WALLIS KAYE LAB.

, MINER
WARRY HILDA MAUD, CAN'NONBALL
WARRY ELIZABETH H.
WARRY LAURA H.D
WARRY LILIAN IRENE
WARRY NORMAN JAMES, STATION HAN
WARRY WALTER JOHN, GRAZIER CANNONBALL
WARRY JEAN ANNE
WARRY VERA LILLIAN MAY HD
WARRY WALTER HORWOOD, STOREKEEPER
WARRY ISABELLA JANE HD

WEIR ASPASIA, WEIRS HOTEL
WEIR LAWRENCE, CORDIAL MAKER
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Chapter 1

Childhood Memories of Hill End.

In 1922, T was six years of age and living in Hill End. One of my
earliest memories is the hypnotic rhythm of the twenty-head stamper
battery located near the Robert Emmett shaft and situated 200 metres
from our home in Reef Street, Hill End. This battery crushed all the
gold-bearing ore from the Deep Levels mine and a number of Hill End
families’ wages were dependent on the amount of gold produced.

Another constant noise was the clanging of the water carrying cage,
as it went up and down the Robert Emmett shaft, drawing waier o feed
the insatiable appetite of the Jag Conish seam il nd the battery
boxes of the ore crushing plant

Al o vening el my fther ofin ook me for & viit 1 the
Robert Emmett batery. Here he would chat with his friend Jack Beattie,
one of the engine drivers.

Once inside the battery shed I entered an exciting world of hissing

and the swishing sound of the giant,five-ton cast iron fly-wheels,

as they rotated in their endless effort (0 even out the intermiltent power
supplied by each stroke of the steam driven pistons. As_the fly-wheels
rotated, their spokes threw flickering shadows on the walls of the battery
house. The hissing sound of the escaping sicam combined with the car-
s of the stamper battery ion of power that was

breath-taking.
Further delights to me were  the sounds of steam escaping from the

Of shift; the sudden glare of the fire on the engine drivers' face as the

steam engines as if they were human, and I could fully understand the
fecling that those busy, hissing friendly machines were somehow part of
the human family.

Each of the twenty siampers in the battery weighed 800 pounds. The
stampers were lfted up eight inches and then dropped off the cam (o fall
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THOMPSON DOROTHY EDNA H.D
THOMPSON JOHN EDWARD, SCHOOL TEACHER
THOMPSON STELLA MARGRET, SCHOOL HOUSE
THOMPSON MADELINE H.D

THOMPSON PETER EVAN, MINER

THOMPSON JOHN, MINER

THOMPSON RICHARD JAMES LAB.

TOOHEY FREDERICK JAMES LAB.
TOOHEY GEORGE CLARENCE LAB.

TRESTRAIL MARY ANN, SHOPKEEPER
TREVENA ARTHUR EDWARD, MINER
TREVENA HD

TREVENA EILEEN MAY H.D
TREVENA FRANK REINOLD LAB.
TREVENA HAZEL

TUNBRIDGE JAMES EDWARD, CHBARER

219






index-132_1.jpg
This statement accounts [or fhe lage tommage of are that i

Our fst work involved the crashing of 70t 80 tons of oe podried
stock pile the Old Company had left.

By sclecting the quariz we were able (o obtain values of 8 to 10
pennyweighs per on. This was & profiale resl,for ou costs were

ery low, as the ore was already mined.

et b b ke outof e v by cutting a trench down
some one or two metzes from the surface and along the line of reef for a
distance of 400 metres.

A tunncl had been driven i from the bottom of the hill, and under the
‘open-cut. This tunnel was driven along the reef for 100 metres or s0, and
was sloping down as it went into the hill, There were also two underlay
shafts sunk o the reef and these intersected the tunnel at 150 feet
intervals.

“The main recf at the Dirtholes Mine was unusual in that the vein had
tumed from its normal south-north line with an easterly dip, and had
developed an cast-west line and was dipping to the north. Before the Old
Company acquired the leases, this vein had been worked by Mesees
Coles and Company. Parliamentary Papers 1854 said in part: “The Royal
vein at Dirt holes is being worked by Coles and Company, but their
machinry . alhough good o s kind s on oo small a sale o ffect
much. The yield from the quartz is considerable, and with better
‘machinery would, I think, pay well for crushing. At present they only
grind about one ton per week; the gold in this vein is so fine that the

arix must be completely pulverised before the quicksilver, (mercury)
an do its work.” However, it seems that the Old Company did not crush
any ore from this mine, after they took over from Coles.

After crushing the quartz that had been left on the surface, we then
cleaned out the trench in several spots and uncovered a reef about 12
inches wide, the reef was really divided in two by a thin layer of slate.
One portion of the reef carried lttl if any gold but the other portion
about 6 inches wide showed good prospects.

‘We started to sink on this reef and it was t0 be the start of a very
profitable family mine. By taking out only the gold bearing half of the
vein, we were able 1o obtain values ranging between 1.5 ounces and 75

of the workings in this mine it was very casy to eam a good living.

We worked the Dirt Holes mine for several years, somefimes
employing people, at other times just dad, my brother Ivor and mysclf.
‘With the start of WW2, my brother and I joined the army, and dad, who
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Gold and People: Recollections of Hill End,

1920s to 1960s

by Bruce Goodwin, Frenchs Foret, NSW 1992

Indexcd by Amnette Sheen

Description
Absolem, Bill (iner, Valentine Mine Hill End)

‘Ackermann, Arthur (miner Brown Vein, Hill End)

‘Ackland, Tomimy (underker Hil End)

‘Alder, Arthr (miner, Yankee Tom, Hill End)

‘Allen, Hilda (il End)

‘Amalgamated Hawkins Hill Mine

Alpha

Amalgamated Tumels

Anderson (grzing family)

Anderson George.

‘Anderson, Frak (butcher Hill End)

Anderson, George

‘Anderson, ean (married Jack Reynolds)

‘Andrews, John (member of Ausiralian Muzzle Loading Gun Club )

‘Athol (home and shop by Whitiskers, il End)
Aubrey, ) (miner, Brown's Bar)

‘Aubrey, Gus and son

‘Auld, Bl (rother of Bob Auld, il End)

‘Auld, Bob (Root Hog, Hill End Timber Mill owner)
‘Auld Leo (sonof Rita and Bk

‘Auld,Ray (sonof Rita and Bob)

Auld, Rita (wife of Bob, Root Hog, Hill End)
‘Auld, Robert

‘Auld,Siste (daughtr of Rita and Bob)

Ausin, Tom

‘Austrafian Muzzle Loading Gun Cluy

Australion Red Cross

Avila (Seaman's rural property)

Baioes, Junios artist)

Baines, Leah (wife of Juior)

Buisow, Jack

Bairstow, Tom (Hil End)

Bank, Hill End

Banks, Karl (Hill End)

Bamard,  (son of William)

Bamard, M (son of Willam)

Bamard, Rita (River Dweler)

Bamard, Willam (‘River Dweler)

Bathurst Model Acro Club

Bathurst National Advocatc

Bathurst Times

Beatie, Jack (engne diverof batery)

Besch, Albert (nick name “Bung’ son o Henry and Anthes)
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reef at a greater depth, and stone has been crushed yielding seven ounces
oz, and comics e

brother, and myself spent two or three years carting dumps
from the Valenine and Red il mincs (o the srshing plan a the
Valeniine Mine. We were able 10 process about 40 1o 50 tons per week.

‘The retums from this work varied greatly. By prospecting the dumps
before we treated them we could always be certain that our work would
result in a reasonable return. Occasionally the result would be much
‘greater than expected. One such occasion was a retun of ten ounces of
g0ld for a weeks work by three men. We had struck a small quantity of
ich ore that had been accidentally mixed in with the waste material and
thrown over the dump. Apart from this initial crushing we had several
e vy g rings o i gt dor

On another occasion we found S ounces of gold in a small amount of
quastz right on the surface of a large reef at Red Hill. This reef was
known s Kissells Blow and had been worked by William Kissell in the
1870s. The patch of gold was contained in a fossicking dish of broken
‘material enclosed in a small bug hole in an otherwise hard clear quartz
reef.

‘The Red Hill-Valentine reefs were never as rich as those on Hawkins
Hill. Because of this the dumps at Red Hill and the Valentine were not as
rich as those on Hawkins Hill. However, the advantage was that the.
dumps in the Red Hill area were very accessible and the material was
easier to process. These two factors enabled us to treat the material more.
easily than the dumps on Hawkins Hill. During our work on processing
the dumps in the Red Hill area we averaged a weekly return of $20.00
each. This was twice the amount of miner's wages at that time.

Dirt Holes Mine

‘we carried out some prospecting on some large dumps of quartz
that had been mined by one of the first reef mining companies on the
Hill End field. This reef had been worked as carly as 1854 by a group
known s the British Colonial Company, but in my time, was generally
referred 10 as the Old Company. Although the Old Company, took out
hout 200 tons of o from the Dit Rl mine it 0 pa cruh any
stone from this area. This is bone out by Brian Hodge in his booklet
"Touring Hill End', where he states that the Roasting Pit battery complex
crushed just 100 tons of ore from Sarjeant’s Hill, and the mines close by
did not even produce a crushing.
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WIER HAROLD GEORGE, PUBLICAN
WEIR HARRY GEORGE, CORDIAL MAKER
WHALEN MICHAEL, MINER

WHITTAKER BETH ISOBEL, BRAE SIDE

WOOLARD HERBERT, MINER

EDWARD HENRY LAB.

YATES ESTHER HD
YATES THOMAS, MINER.
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the sampling was correct, the estimated value would have been in excess
‘of $132,000,000.00.
The Sydney Morning Herald dated 25 Ty 1937 s
"Giving further details of the comy interests at Hill End
(NS W), the directors of Onma Explormmls Ltd. in their annual
1

uoo acres have s wplm for and from preliminary examination,

vt s boa tvided i ot o it by the company's
engincers. The first of these Poor Man's Gully, contains 27.3 acres of
slicing groundholding 311,000 cbicyards,vlueda ix-sillngs and

seven-pence per yard, (70c). Taking gold at eight pounds per ounce
(816.00) Tambaroora Gully (Red Hill) contains 32.1 acres holding
301,000 cubic yards valued at seven-shillings and ten-pence per cubic

These results were obtained by close sampling along section lines,
‘The third section known as Golden Gully, comprised within leases of
200 acres is estimated to contain 2,000,000 cubic yards, and is now
being sampled. The method of working the property would be by
slicng tis would il punping from s storage dam 0 be crsted o

Creek ata site below the sluicing areas.”

' fuber asticle in The Sviney Morning Horald, dtcd 3 February,
1937 states:

“At the annual meeting Of Oriomo Explorations Ld yesterday, the
chaiman (e D.Fll s hat the compary's ngincrs at il En had
reported that approximately one-half of the Golden Gu.lly area had been
sampled with the following results 700,000 cut average depth
8.8 fect, average value six-shillings and two-pence. (52:) per cubic yard.

"Mr.Fell said that me ol yandage provd o dae vt of nearly 300 of

vlue of six sillings and cght pnce (689 per cubi yard The poperty

10 be a valuable one. A further area of approximately 1100 aces

of surrounding ground of a similar nature had been applied for. They

‘would now await a report from the managing directors upon the cost of

constructing a water conservation dam and equipping the field, and the
best manner in which it could be worked.

“The chairman mentioned that the financial position of the company

at February 2nd. 1937, was as follows:- Cash in Bank five thousand and

hundred
sixty-five pounds".

e}
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Chapter 18
Oriomo-Hill End Alluvials

In 193637« coupany e Mineal Eplomions skl for

large areas of the alluvial gold bearing gulles and creeks at
I conmmenced 1 sk Dok '  geb g, th oles bl sanc vt
they reached the rock bottom. Then a four-inch wide strip of dirt was
taken from top to bottom of the hole. The dirt thus obtained was then
: e

samples were then taken 10 a testing point. They were reduced by
‘panning and the value of gold obtained was calculated as being 50 much
‘per cubic yard.

After some of this testing had taken place Mineral Explorations
granted an option to Oriomo Explorations Lid. Oriomo was a company
that had the financial resources to fund the project, if, after investigation,
it considered it a viable proposition.

pape 1937:-

The Telegraph (Sydney) headed Hill End Alluvial, the article
coninue, “Testingof Mieral Exploation aloial ‘propety atHill End
has been completed with the following results: 500 acres;
ea tested 40 acres: ardage 3.000,00,value, :xgm shilings (30c) per
cubi yad. per ¥
Appli

ves made o o Mines Depanm:m for a grant 10 equip the property. An

mended.

11,000 acres remain to be tested in detail. Preliminary sampling of

this section indicates a probable further 3,000,000 yards with similar

vlues Folowing a prelminary inspecion, with satisactory resuls by,

the engineers of Oriomo Explorations Ltd. an option has been granted (o

that company on a basis which permits a satisfactory return to
sharcholders.”

1fthe values as reported in the above article had been correct the gross
value ofthe area would have been between four and five million dollars, a
very large sum of money for that period (1937). To give some
‘comparison of the worth of the property, at 1988 gold prices, given that

12
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The sampling methods used, to arrive at the values quoted, at the
annual meeting of Oriomo Explorations Ltd, were carried out and
supervised by various independent, as well as interested part
wocedurs adoped wers the sccepted tesing methods ol‘ that

values
Prad fom he grid tes hles were grossly inflated. The toet
value of
almost one pennyweight of gold to the cubic yard. If average valucs had
been as claimed, local fossickers could have made very good money just
uing »fosscing dish

er, Ori iccepted the
e:umxlzd it a8 convct, Woek wed warid n & Gonerte vall din
Seoss Tambaroors Crck i the ower end of he Iese. The dam had

capamly of 31,000,000 gallons of water, and was stimated to have. =
eight thousand pounds ($16,000) to build. This dam was subsidised by
‘Government aid, and for what it was worth, became the property of the
‘govemment after the closure of the venture.

“The machinery installed consisted of  twin drum Babeock and Wilcox
boiler, steaming at 160 pounds per square inch fitted with a condenser
etc,. A 540 B_HP Allen vertical compound steam engine direct coupled
10375 K.V.A Crompton generator set, that supplied clecric power for
the whole project.

“The water from the dam was delivered 10 the workface by two six-
stage centrifugal pumps, pumping the water through a 10 inch spiral

e water from this line oa

settling dam situated on the easter side of the Mudgee Hill End road.

from this setting dam then passed through steel mesh screens

and down a pipe line under a road bridge. This pipe line was dircctly

coupled t0 the Monitor Pumps. The monitor pumps were electric motor

driven 10/8 centrifugal pumps and they were capable of providing a
nozzle pressure of 80/100

“The water and alluvial mateial washed down by the monilors then
travelled down open races to a sump hole where it was picked up by a9
inch gravel pump. The gravel pump then lifted the water and alluvial
‘material up through a delivery pipe 10 the top end of elevated sluice
boxes. The gold was caught in the steel ripples ftted in the sluice boxes

‘After the heavy material had settled in the tailings dam, the water
continued back on its endless circuit (0 the monitor pumps. When the
make-up water was

pumped from the main dam to the settling dam.

14
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DAVIS CLAUDE KENNETH, MINER

MINER
DENMAN ALBERT,TRUCKING CONTRACTOR
DENMAN ELLEN HD

DENMAN GEORGE, WOOD CARTER

DENMAN GEORGE, DAIRY FARMER

DENMAN VERONICA VIOLET HD

DENMAN WILLIAM ARTHUR LAB,

DESMOND JAMES, ENGINEER

DICK GEORGE, RETIRED

DOVE ADELAIDE, MUSIC TEACHER

DOVE DONALD ATHOL, GRAZIER ULLAMALLA

DRAKEFORD CECIL STATEON HAND
DRAKEFORD FLORENCE

DRAKEFORD MARGRAT H.D

DRAKEFORD LEONARD, SHEARER
DDRAKEFORD RONALD, STATION HAND
DDRAKEFORD SOPHIA JANE, H.D PALING YARDS
DDRAKEFORD WILLIAM, PALING YARDS MINER

EDWARDS DONALD BRADMAN, STN MANAGER DALMENY
EDWARDS JOAN PATRICIA

EGAN WALTER, STN. HAND

ELDRIDGE ALAN JAMES LEONARD LAE.

ELDRIDGE ALBERT JOHN, RAILWAY EMPLOYEE
ELDRIDGE ALFRED

ELDRIDGE ANNIE VIOLET H.D

ELDRIDGE CHARLES LESLIE, MINER

ELDRIDGE LINDA ANNIE HD
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BURNS RAYMOND SEPTIMUS, KURRAWARRA GRAZIER
BURNS RICHARD FRANKLIN, STN HAND
BURNS STEPHEN, KURRAWARRA STN HAND

BURNS VERONICA, HD KURRAWARRA

BYRNE

BYRNE WANDA HD

BYRNES JOHN, LAB. ULLAMALLA

CCARVER ALBERT AMBROSE, MINER

CARVER ELSIE MARY PHOEBE H.D

CARVER GLADYS DULCIE HD

CARVER MARY

CARVER RUBINA MAY H.D

CARVER SIDNEY RAYMOND, MINER

CHADWICK DOROTHY SHIRLEY H.D

CHAPMAN ALBERTGRORGELAS.

CHRISTIE ERNEST

CLIFFORD cmms w\LlJAM MINER DIRT HOLES

CONN MONA ISOBEL, SCHOOL
COCK EDMUND ROBERTSON, VNG MA! MANAGER
COCK MARGARET AUGUSTINE H.D
COOK ARTHUR, MINER
COOK ADA HD
COOK DULCIE HILDA HD
COOKE EMILY MAY H.D
(COOKE GEORGE THOMAS, MINER
COOKE HORACE ALFRED FRANK LAB.
COOKE PHILLIP RAYMOND TREVOR, GRAZIER
COOKE MARY VICTORIA HD
COOKE VIVIAN CLYDE, TEAMSTER
KE PHILLIP RAYMOND TREVOR LAB.

COOKE VICTOR HAROLD LAB.
COOKE VALDA JOYCEHD

PER EFFIE IRIS H n
CROSS GEORGE, MI!
CROSS NORMAN, SHOP ASSISTANT
CROSS SOPHIA H.D
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i the Bradmans, H nd
our heroes.
Many families had a piano, concertina, violin, jews-harp or mouth
organ and familly and friends would sing along 0 what ever instrument.
‘was (0 hand. The wind-up gramophone supplied additional music and was.

‘There were family card games such as Rickety. lo Whist, Five
Hundred. Bohre, Pontoon, Faily Favouris, armyard, Paienc and,
forthe i Grab.

‘dominoes, Ludo, Snakes and Ladders, Air Race Game, (Wmllr at the

and aterin the same year Kingsford Smith and Ulm flew from USA 1o
Australia) Bobs, Table Tennis, Murder, Forfets, Musical Chairs,
Though Reding, Pt Mans Kock, Musial Cais and Cardes

and hclpcd Srcngtben the bond wilkin the family and the wider
coonmanity of el 3ad iads, No dosbt the large e
‘were a feature of this period, and the closer relationships en
o ot helped to avoid much of the conflit that exists
tnda betvech many percts and e

happy and entertaining home lfe served the needs of the
:mnmnnuy. and to most of those. people who lived in Hill End at this

sty and etersinmen of te chidren, rad-preis wers usaly
thout
the nesssiy of aving rens with the. The grand-arets \uu.‘lly

T o recpents thse et mado hom e speia and nreed i
self esteem and bonded the children in a close relationship with their

s, usually lasting their whole life through. Because n[ via
close association with their grandparents, the children extended re

ing and sewing.

. gret e of theseaciviies ok pac aroun the ope e o cold

winter nights 1 personally have some very happy memories of those

famty eveings, wnd it thad wes were  alood ot of
knowledge of life as well as  very strong love of family.

If you went visiting there was no need o lock your doors and

5 rilgess e

could have been broken into by a six-year old child, yet theft was rare,

10
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ELDRIDGE WILLIAM ALBERT THOMAS, MINER
ELLIOTT JOSEPH, MINER
IOTT SAMUEL LAB.
ELLIS CEINWEN, THE RECTORY
ELLIS PHYLLIS IRENE, GOLDEN GULLY
ELLIS ROBERT WILLIAM, C OF E RECTOR
ELLIS DONALD, MINER
ELLIS FLORENCE MAUD H.D
ELLIS FLORENCE AMANDA HD
ELLIS GEORGE WILLIAM WESLEY, MINER GOLDEN GULLY
ELLIS GEORGE RAYMOND
ELLIS JOHN FREDERICK CYRIL, MINER

ELLIS MARY BERYL. !ANE  GOLDENGULLY
ELLIS MIRIAM VIOLET H.

ELLIS JOHN THOMAS ALEXANDER GOLDEN GULLY
ELLIS MARY HD

ELLIS MURIAL ANNIE 5w
ELLIS SAMUEL JAMES LI
ELLIS SAMUEL, LEES LANE MINER

ELLIS JANE

EVANS BRIDGET

EVANS DORIS AMY msEpmNE HD
EVANS ELIAS, MINE}

EVANS ELIZABPTHA]

EVANS EMILY SALTNA. DRESSMAKER

EVERETT ROBERT ERWOOD, BALD HILL MINER

EYRE BETTY MARGARET, FRUITERER

EYRE GERTRUDE ELIZABETH, HOTEL PROP.
PAULINE, ROYAL HOTEL

E\’RE oswu,n FORBES, HOTEL PROP.
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BENNETT HORACE WILLIAM CARL, "DONGOLA" STN.
BENNETT WILLIAM NORMAN, MINER

TON, MINER
BRAZIER RICHARD ROY, PICTURE SHOW-MAN
BRODIE ARTHUR JAMES, GRAZIER RED HILL

BRODIE WALTER HENRY LAB.

BURNARD DORCAS META, HD TRELAWNEY

BURNARD GEORGE DANIEL, GRAZIER TRELAWNEY
MAXWELL GEORGE, RURAL WORKER

BURNARD ROLAND JOHN, RURAL WORKER

BURNS JOHN RAYMOND, GRAZIER

BURNS PAMELA MARY H.D
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10 and from Hill End finall ended when, Ron Hodge decided o join his
brother as a grazier, and disposed of the carrying business {0 Bob
Lincoln.

Bill Whittaker was a local grazier who ventured into the

opened in the 19305, as well as chaff, grain, and gent handi
B wa i e ot i i K SR Al v 0
rambaroora, 10 Hill

wmpmy water reservoir. He also moved the majority of the heavy
machinery from Bathurst {0 the mine site. He was one of the major skin
buyers in the Hill End district where in the plague years of the rabbit he
bought hundreds of dollars worth of skins each week. Bill was also a
councillor on the Turon Shire for a number of years.

I 1535, Bob Fyndecded 1l theFill od to Bturstpassenger
and parcel service, the buyer being Robert Lincoln. He was one of the
tnen who, hd cane b0, il o daing the depression years. He was a

ter by trade and

mmg a
and truck salesman for Dodge Bros. Car sales were an carly iy of

Govemment, through the Mines nt was encouraging men (0 g0
and mine for gold, and although they knew nothing about gold mining
Boband Mscouia Waly Eoughon came 12 Bl e

fer receiving some local advice they decided to put a tunnel into @
mckyhlllslﬂenn the castem side of the Turon River. The tunnel had to
be blasted

roug
gold bearing e known st M Nes.

‘Completing this tunnel was a remarkable feat, for two men who were
completely inexperienced in this type of work, and it was a great
disappointment 1 find a reef devoid of gold. Unfortunately this was the

7R this poin Waly and Bob decided t retamto Sydney. However
after a short stay in Sydney, Bob decided to retumed (o Hill End. His
retum was in part motivated by gold fever and love of the town but the,
‘main reason was that he had met my sister Lorraine, whom he later
maried.

‘Although a turner and fitter by trade Bob could tum his hand to
anything. He a was skilled motor mechanic, built his own home, was a
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JUDGE NEVILLE EVERETT, MINER
JUDGE MAURICE HENRY, MINER

KEARNS IDA MARY, POLICE STATION
KEARNS KELVIN, POLICE CONSTABLE
KEECH LESLIE JOSEPH LAB.

MALLA
KIMM LIDSAY PATRICK, STATION HAND
KIMM RONALD JOSEPH. GRAZIER

KNIGHT FRANCIS WALTER, MINER DIRT HOLES
KNIGHT EMILY, HD TAMBAROORA
KNIGHT FLORENCE ADA,HD "

KNIGHT GEORGE HENRY, N

KNIGHT WILLIAM PATRICK, " MINER

LAING ALAN WALTER ARTHUR, CORBRECTOR:

LAING CHARLOTTE, THE RE(

LAMB FRANCIS SYDNEY GECIRGE STOREKEEPER
THELMA LILLIAN, STOREKEEPER

LARARD FRANCIS, MINER

LAWFORD HENRY, CLERK IN HOLY ORDERS RECTORY

LAWFORD FLORENCE, MARY H.D RECTORY

LAWSON EDDINGTON, MANAGER ALPHA STN

HILLIP CHARLES LAB.
LAWSON ROBERT GEORGE, MINER
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Chapter 17
Beech's Fire and the Decline in Business

On the night of 30 December 1935, a number of the townspeople was
‘awakened by the sounds of shouting. On looking outside they could see.
billows of smoke and a great red glow centred in the main street of Hill
End. The red glow came from a fire that was rapidly devouring Beech's
General Store, an institution that had served Hill End so well for many
years.

Due o the inflammable nature of the building and its stock, the fire:
quickly took hold and the whole building was rapidly tumed into a
azing infemo. By the time the fire had burt itself out, Beech's Store:
and all its stock were reduced to ashes. Due 10 lack of fire-fighting
equipment and shortage of water, the townspeople had been unable to
save anything.
er Hocking was one of the first people to arive at the scene of
the fire and because of his close friendship with the Beech family he
remembers that night in great det
"On the night Becci'ssore was destroyed by fire,my brother Mo and

fire. I awoke o the sound of th lowl cracklin of hefir and from our

 the main shop
building. T aroused Muuvdwahmnailypnllmmwm:clmxmm
down 1o th fre. When we amived a the fir there were only two or three
other

ith heavily-
painted pine lining boards, and these provided highly inflammable fuel
for the firc. In addition, the stock contained a lot of inflammable fuels
and explosives.

“The wind was blowing the flames and smoke across the road to
‘Warry's shop, and parts of this shop were starting to ignite. We realised
that we would have to work quickly o save the Warry buildi

A oumer of pople had arfved o the g by 4 ime i

e blcany b s 1o . Al o sag geuseenwdmmw:nfsslmp
‘would also be destroyed, but eventually we won the battle. This was a
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keen gardener, poultry farmer, opersid a succestl uanapor usiness
‘and held many executive o ns.
‘However Hill End residents will alwny; remember Bob Lincoln for
the the modern passenger and parcel service he established. Shortly after
purchasing the business from Bob Flynn, the service was upgraded from
cars to a modem bus service. This provided a tri-weekly passenger and
bus service from Hill End to Bathurst.In addition residents of Sallys Flat,
Sofala, Wattle Flat, Peel and all the xwmm homes between those.
villages had the advantages associated with thi
Bob came 1 love Hill End and servd the tawn wel,not only in a
business capacity, but also in helping any Sommnly it ot wilh
i own labour and the e us o his moto vhicls.He was one of the

Citaen. T adition o the transport people I have mentioned there were
others such as CIiff Fuge, Percy Flynn, Bill Ellis, and Don Murry who
operated motor trucks, mail runs and school buses. However, those
mentioned were the backbone of Hill End's link with the outside world.
In later years Nick Harvey combined a passenger run to Bathurst with his
school bus run, and then Ray Auld took over as the only passenger
service from Bathurst to Hill End.

As the need srose Bob commenced a bi-weekly run (0 Mudgs via
‘Tambaroora, Grathlyn, Hargraves, Avisford, Grattai and Mudgee. Thi
was followed hy a m:ul and pareels ruck servie from Hill End (o
Mudgee via Sallys Fat, Pynm\ll and Windeyer. Finally he purchased a

g
Retwork provided an extnsive sevice not anly 1o Fll End bt 1 e
Whol it The Lincoln transport system carried the majority of

machinery, fumiture and wool to and from Hill End for many years. With
improved economic conditions, the ready availability of motor vehicles,
and the decline in population, the need for transport declined and services
were gradualy redoced.
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great relief 10 the very wet and exhausted fire-fighters who had been
frantically passing buckets of water.

"A further danger occrred when the wind changed and the flames
started to threaten the On Gay Jang store. Parts of this building started to
burm. The bucket brigade went into action again and eventually both the
Warry and On Gay Jang stores were saved.”

Beech's store t
in general. Apart from being the main shopping centre it was also a
mecting place. The Beech brothers were very well liked in town, both
were keen as were members of the

‘The Beech family decided not to rebuild afer the fire and the eniire
family moved to Sydney. Harry , Albert and their wives Dot an

rchased a b ydney's North Shore and

business until the onset of WW2.

‘The buming down of Beechs store on the last day of 1935 was to siart
a decline in the old cstablished business section of Hill End. In 193
Weir's Cricketers Arms hotel abandoned its Ilculce ‘Walter Warry and hi

'g property. In ﬂﬂy
1957 "Dick Pieley died, and M Pisiy and her family ot Fill End.
fier Larry's death in September 1932, the hotel was conducted by
A.ngux Longmore. Angus was followed by Dallas Rodda and his wife
Gladys. Harry Wei junior, a nephew of Larry, managed the hotel during
the final term. It closed in 1936,

“The hotel buildings were then purchased by Ron Hodge. He had the
buildings dismantled and the salvaged materials were used in the
construction of a homestead and farm buildings on his grazing property
siated about 5 kiometes from Hill End n the Bathurst Road

building in the Weir estate was situated almost opposite the
e This buiding hd servd 35 Counil Chambers meeting room,
> $ .

10 the Gee Bung Club and the Gumnut Club. The building was generally
known as Weir's Rooms.

Dad purchased Weir's Rooms in 1935 for $110.00, The building was
dismantled by Tom and Jack Bairstow. Some of the salvaged material

roofs of Hill End houses have some roofing iron from Weirs Room,
because dad sold a considerable quantity of roofing iron from this
building.

Two sovereigns, a half-sovereign and a number of other coins were
found under the floor. Also ten packets of Navy Cut cigarettes, cach pack
containing five cigarettes and a well made cigarette holder. The holders
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GARDINER ELLENOR ELIZABETH HD
GARDINER GEORGE ALEXANDER LAB.

LAB
ENNING SYLVIA LOLA HD
GLlssoN MAY HD
GLISSON THOMAS
FF ETHEL MAUD HD
GOFF VIOLET MAY H.D
"HARLES AUSTRALIA
GOLDSPINK COLIN GEORGE LAB.
IZABETH HD
GOLDSPINK GEORGE AUGUSTUS LAB.

~GOODWIN ADELAIDE CONSTANCE LORRAINE HD
~GOODWIN BRUCE SELWYN,

GOODWIN BETTY HOPE, NURSING SISTER
GOODWIN ENOCH, MINE MANAGER
GOODWIN IVOR HOWARD, MINER
GOODWINLILA

GOODWIN MAUD EHEL HD

GOODWIN MARY ANN HD

GOODWIN THEODORA MAUD HD
GOODWIN VIOLET MAY HD

GRAHAM ARTHUR ALBERT, GRAZIER
GRAHAM JESSIE MARGARET HD
GRAHAM GEORGE HENRY, MINER

‘GREEN SYLVIA LAVINA HD
‘GRINSELL CHARLES HENRY, PROSPECTOR
‘GRIMSHAW ALEXANDER KELLY, MINER
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set himself H He married Eliza Jane.
Madden at Kelso in

My father, me:h ‘Goodwin, was born at Hill End in 1871 and apart
froma few years dredging sand from the Narrabeen Lakes, and two tips
Hill End.

by hm:ly i s, i w nderground managr s the Reward Mine
until 1922, was corresponden for the Lithgow Mercury, Bathurst Times,
and Mudgee Guardian. He was Captain of the Hill End Rifle Club, and
was involved in lodges, church, hospital and other commanity activitis.
He loved gold-mining and was never happy when absea from Hill End.

My mother, Maud Kemshall was bom at Shamrock Valley Bathurst
on January 10 1875. From then until her marriage she lived with her
parents at their Oak Creek grazing property near Hargraves. My mother
and father were married in the Salvation Army Hall at Hill End in May,

1893

Tt Hil Narrabeen. I retumed
o Hill End in 1931 and from my early teens became involved in the
family mining nt four years in the AIF.and with my wife 1
etumed to Fil End n 1965, and bandoning gold miring, joined m;
brother in law Bob Lincoln who was operating a passenger and et
run between Hill End, Bathurst and Mudgee.

In 1954 my wife and T purchased a shop from Margo Fuge, and later
purchased Nightingale's store.

had one st fing at s0ld mining in 1964, when a syndicate T was

My ister, Lormaine Lincoln was the last member of the Goodwin
family o live in Hill End. She moved 10 Sydney in 1984, but still
retains her Hill End home.
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FARADAY WILLIAM GEORGE THOMAS, MINER

FAULKNER JOHN, GARDENER

FISHER GEORGE, MINER TAMBAROORA
ERALD CECIL WILLIAM, SHEARER

FITZGERALD JOHN BRYAN, PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER
EEN MARY, PUBLIC SCHOOL
FITZGERALD TIMOTHY WILLIAM, STATION HAND
NTENNIAL

VICTORIA|

FIZELLE FLORENCE CAROLINE, SCHOOL HOUSE

FIZELLE HUBERT VERE, SCHOOL TEACHER

FLYNN DOROTHY MAY'

FLYNN MARY ANN, POSTMISTRESS

FLYNN PERCY EDWARD LAB.

FLYNN ESME RUBINA HD

FLYNN HILTON THOMAS, STATION HAND

FLYNN PERCY ROBERT, MECHANI(

FLYNN WILLIAM GEORGE, MOTOR-DRIVER
FOWLER ANNA MAUD HD

FOWLER GEORGE, GARDNER

FOLEY ANNIE HD

FOLEY JOSEPH PHILLIP, MINER

FRENZEL WILLIAM OTTO, MINER

FRENZEL BURNARD, MINER

FRENZEL MARIALOAH} >

FRENZEL L WILLIAM AUGUST FRE[DR[CH MINER
FRASER DULCIE ROSE H.
FRASER REGINALD FREDERICK LAB.
FRASER ROBERT JOHN, PRICKLY PEAR CONTROLLER
FRASER RONALD JAMES, FUSLIC SERVANT
FRASER YVONNE FAITH H.

NALD SyaWARTY LESLIE, ARTIST
FUGE BETTY MARGARET, FRUITERER
FUGE CLIFFORD WILLIAM, HAULAGE CONTRACTOR
FULLER DAVID JOHN, RETIRED
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film onto the screen. the carbons had (o be maintained at a set distance
apar; 00 ar aar the ight became i 0o closeand the lght became
intense. To some extent this required gap was maintained mechanically
bt s aid mon always work perfectly: and then it was left o the
roftions o mansalycono e ar.
razier from Bathurst

picture show and he had nciodod F End i e omeres Ko
Hodge was the first o establish a permanent resident film theatre
‘Town. Films were shown each saturday night and were a great success.

-V, the movies were the
locals. The Royal Hall was very cold on frosty Hill End nights and many
of the patrons brought rugs to wrap around them and by this means

Jack Reynolds purchased the shop and film business from Reg Warry.
Jack had moved from Burraga to Hill End when the Hill End Alluvials
‘mine started operations and had_opened up a Billard and games club in
the old Hosie's Store. Jack married Jean Anderson, a daughter of Frank
Anderson. The Reynolds left Hill End when WW2 commenced.

With the closing down of Oriomo Sluicing Company and the onset
of WW2, Iocal business contracted once again. Many peopi ad et the
fown either (0 join the forces or work in essential indus

‘The films were discontinued and Lauric Lincoln, ngu and Gwen
Eyre carried on the store section of the mixed business during the war
years. Frank and Thelma Lamb served the town well in the general store:
next door.

Afier more than a century of business activity in Hill End there were
few survivors. Many of the past business ventures, had been most
profitable, others lss so.

‘A number of the earlier business people had staked miners while they
‘were prospecting for gold or sinking a shaft, a gamble that quite often
had resulted ina ich reward.

The 19308 wersthe end of an e at il End 2 e s busies was
concemed. We h i
Em Hodge, Wer Warry, and Weir's o nd W Rooms Thes
were all people and buildings that had been associated with business in
Hill End for many years, and the townspeople cerainly felt they had lost
many ood

lorman Cross conducted a general store in the On
G.y buxldmg. but the eventual survivor was Em Hodge's Store and
Bakery.

m
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'HODGE ERNEST JOHN, BAKER

HODGE LILLIAN MARY H.D

HODGELOYOLA MAY HD

HODGE OLGA SUSAN EVELYN, H.D TAMBAROORA

HODGE PERCY AUBREY SYDNEY, PARMER TAMBARGORA
RIVER!

HOLLOWAY EVELYN DOROTHY HD
HOLLOWAY BENJAMIN, B
HOLLOWAY DAVID SENIOR
HOLLOWAY DAVID, BUTCHER
HOLLOWAY NELLIE GLADYS HD
HOLLOWAY RICHARD GEORGE
HUTCHINSON BRIDGET HD
HOWARD EDGAR VINCENT, MINER DIRT HOLES
HOWARD LOUISA H.D

JACKSON ELSIE MARY PHOEBE H.D
JACKSON MARGRET ANN H.D
JACKSON OSCAR JAMES, NO OCCUPATION

JENKINS
JENKINS VICTOR ROY, SHEARER

YNS EMILY FRANCIS H.D
JENKYNS WILLIAM JOSEPH, BLACKSMITH
JOHNSON ALFRED THOMAS, MACQUARIE RIVER
JOHNSON WALTER ERNEST LAB
JOHNSON MARIA MARY HD
JOHNSTON JAMES,
JOYCE COLIN DOUGLAS, SCHOOL TEACHER
JOYCE BETTY, SCHOOL HOUSE HD
JUDGE CECIL BERTRAM

JUDGE LLEWELLYN, MINER
JUDGE ETHEL GERTRUDE H.D
JUDGE LAURA HD

JUDGE LESLIE NORMAN, MINER
JUDGE MAVIS RILLIS HD
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had a goose quill mouth piece. The cigarette packets were found sitting
on top of a floor joist, probably planted there many years before by some
child, who after sampling his loot was either 100 sick or 00 afraid to
retrieve his cac

Al the heavy timbes in the building had been pt sawn from local
stringy-bark trees and was stil in excellent condition. Many of the
hardwood their hi

feet. i i it d had
been hand f

‘The removal of these buildings and the consequent reduction in
services did not improve the morale of the townspeople who were still
feeling the effects of the depressio

However, once again Hill End's economic situation was temporarily
given new life by a gold mining company. Oriomo Explorations took up
an option on a large area of leasehold of the old alluvial workings at
‘Tambaroora and this enterprise brought a certain amount of prosperity
‘back to Hill End during 1937-38.

Bill Whittaker and his wife Annie helped to replace some of the
services the town had lost by opening 4 store in their home "Athol”,
situated at the lower end of Clark street, They also kept a stock of
‘produce, chalf, oais, bran wheat etc. Bill and Annie followed the tradition
of previous Hill End business people, by helping people in times of
hardship. Providing credit and where the need was greatest to
seobaniely delivea gitof oot

theprospct of  big increase i the number of men

and his wife Peg opened a mixed business in the old Salvmon Amly
baracks. e first

ould have a constant supply of ice cream, small goods, cold drinks and
‘many other

Ken also purchased film projectors and started regular weekly
screening in the Royal Hall, 5o with shops open and the movies on
saturday night ife took on a new meaning for Hill End people,
parculary e younges genertion.

“The projectionist showing these films was Ken's bm«ner Ron. Later
when Ken Hodge sold the business to Reg er Hocking took
ovrthe obof ruingthe fimsand for 2 nme 1 -cu s s,

P ed on the
carbon-arc principle. hen o they lequued constant attention and
‘concentration. To create the brillant ight that was required to project the
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GROVES JOSEPH HERBERT, ENGINE PRIVER
GROVES MARY ANN H.
HAMILTON CHARLES, MiNER DIRT HOLES
HAMILTON ELIZABETH HD *

TON ESTHER MAVIS H.D, TAMBAROORA
HAMILTON LESLIE JAMES, MINER
HAMILTON ROBERT MINER, MINER TAMBAROORA
'HAMILTON RICHARD CHARLES KENNIWELL, MINER

HARROWER BETTY ISABEL, POLICE STATION
HARROWER IAN ROBERT, POLICE CONSTABLE

HEAP DONALD, STATION HAND

HEAP ELLA MARY HD

HEAP ROWLEY, MINER

HEAP SYDNEY GORDON, MINER

'HINCHCLIFFE GEORGE, HOTEL KEEPER ROYAL HOTEL
HIND COURTNEY PROSSER, MINER

HOCKING DORIS HD

HOCKING HAROLD EDGAR, SHOP ASSISTANT
HOCKING AMELIA MAY H.

HOCKING EDWARD mANcls ENGINEER
HOCKING JOHN GEOFFREY, STN. HAND
HOCKING LEONARD FRANCIS, APIARIST
HOCKING MARY MAY HD

HODGE ALBERT ERNEST, GRAZIER "RIVERVIEW"
HODGE BERYL H.D

HODGE RONALD ARTHUR RAYMOND, CARRIER
HODGE ALFRED HAROLD, BAKER

HODGE ALICE HD





index-114_1.jpg
‘was not quite 50 rewarding for the older passengers, who were often in
agony with cramps in their legs, and an all-consuming desire o empty

bladders. I can vouch for these conditions, because I frequently drove
these cars in the late 19305, when Bob Lincoln was operating the service.

. y the poli
George street Bathurst on Christmas eve. As I was loaded with 12
passengers in a seven seater car, and all their luggage, cither on the roof
rack or strapped 1o the running board, I naturally thought I was being
pulled up for overloading, but to my surpise there was no mention of
this. ButT ga; Iabel
date.

T might add that at this time there was no road worthiness inspections
and once you had a lcence there were no restictions on what you could
drive. Likewise driving under the influence of alcohol did not seem (o
bother the polic, theaffected drivers o the majority of the public.

3 i ol

Iugsgage or other goods on the roof rack. To accommodate excess luggage
and a wide variety of other goods, the cars also pulled a large trailer. A
major part of this service was to purchase items in Bathurst 1 the order
of clients along the road. The goods carried included meat, bread,
grocerics, fruit and vegetables,clothing, shoes, birthday presents, cakes,
s 2 o,

the road, and the villages of Peel, Wattle Flat, Sofala, and Sallys Flat.
part from the above service 10 the town Bob Flynn played a very
important role in village life. As the passenger service operated only
three days per week, Bob had four days per week to pursue his other
‘gardener, farmer, growing feed for his
farrier,

2 gruff manner of speaking and as a chid I found tis e
mgmmng. but I soon realised that he was a very ki
had a wealth of natural ability and i ot i
skills was an important and needed member of the vill
Bob was a very skilful blacksmith, I remember him making a
ifully

Plough, The plough was forged from raw sicelheated on the orge and
each part of it was then hammered into the required shape. The finished
article was a work of art. This plough served its purpose for many years
‘and still may be in existence somewhere in Hill End.
Bob's assistant and blacksmith's striker (striker,the man who wields
the heavy hammer), was Jack Walpole an ex-miner and well into his
sixties, but sill powerful and still able to wield the heavy hammer with

103





index-113_1.jpg
|

Ona family tip from Hill End to Sydney in 1930, we were travelling,
in a 1924 Buick car ftted with 28 inch by 4.5 inch high pressure tyres.

out. Tt was just before Christmas and the day was very hot. Hot weather.
indifferent road surface, and high pressure thin walled tyres were not
very good mixture.

The Braking system on the T model Ford, consisted of fibre bands.
positioned around steel drums attached (o the rear wheels only. The
Elin: v banis were peesid by e o Comocied o e sk

brakes were subject o overheating and when wet were very
inefficent. This was partcularly so when the vehicle was over-loaded,

“There were many tales of brake failure on Monkey or Sofala hill, and
on e ccraskns e e o eschod o e Tho o s e
‘when the b

i For ol s . o vt o Monkey Hil he found
only pips and appie juice in his hand. Another front seat passenger ried
10 slow down the runaway Ford by applying pressure to the floorboards
and his eff
Bob Fi telling about hair-aising experi d
the passengers had in the T Model Ford.

i v

road surfaces, the run serious
‘mishap. With all its discomfort and faults, the Ford was a great
improvement on the horses and coach. Travelling time was cut from
‘about twelve hours to three or four, and the passengers did not have to
walk up the steep hills.

‘The Ford was eventually replaced with a 1926 seven seater Buick Six.
A Hudson Super Six, of similar vintage, was kept as a spare vehicle.

 Even under he extr-oxdinary condions under which hese cas

ed,
oo spre Hdson SupesSn

“These were long bodied cars, and were fitted with two folding or
“dickey" seat, that were located befween the front and back seal. These
carsfrequently carried 10 0 12 passengers, and even then you could it in
5 Josoit ANt f e O o i T s wire oy

e young
cncmmm gt i atrors opposite sex. A trip from Bathurst to
Hill t the charch,

1dol
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h driver had failed. m
the driver's efforts to correct the faulty brakes he dropped the

lost contol of he horss, Mum said that 2 the horses et the p push of
the heavy coach they increased their speed i in an effort 10 esci

. Despite the

feet. The panting and sweating horses eventually came 10 a siop where
the roud saricd o climb out of the Pyramal. Fortuately no one was

B:lm the advent of the motor truck, all the goods coming to and
from Hill End were carried by horse teams. George Cook and Walter
Frederick Hodge were the last two Teamsters.

As the town declined so0 did the carrying business and it was finally
the Hodge family who outlasted al ther rivals.The horse teams were.

The carying service was caried on by Fred Hodge's sons, Roey and
Ron. Roley
business in 1915 when he was only e years of age and continued this
gruelling work unil the horse teams were replaced with motor trucks in
the 1920s.

Seven great Clydesdales took two days to pull the heavy, steel-shod
waggon the 53 miles from Hill End to Bathurst. After a day unloading
and taking on supplics for the homeward journey, the teamster and his
horses once again faced the ecp haul up Wyagdon and Monkey Hill, the
retum joumney taking three day

‘The seventh day was spent :h\)emg the horses and attending to other
needs. Then it sarted all over agai

“The young Roley Hodge endured en years o s chocking the huge:
wagen wheels cvey fotofthe way o the long climbs when he load
was hea er over the brake shoes o cool them on the long
descents, doclenng ok, cajoling g mviling ones,ad ofea

of the day; ly drugged.
Roley served overseas in the Middie East c-mpa.gn and later in New
Guinea. He 1943 after the death of hi

he was needed 1o help grow wool on the family property, known as
“Maitland Camp". Roley was loved throughout the district and a chapter
in the history of the Hill End ditrict closed when he died of a heart attack
in January 1983,
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force and accuracy, no doubt a skill he had perfected through years of
hammer and drill work in the mines. Wi 1 visted the workshop.

work around the forge. The p«mng of the bcl.lnm, e cackleof o
charcoal; and the shower of sparks up as the air from the
bellows fanned the fire inio 2 white hot glowing ass of coals, that
quickly heated the steel until it was in a malleable state.

‘When the steel was hot enough 1o be shaped with hammer o dolly, it
was drawn from the fire with tongs and placed on the anvi. If the piece
of steel was large in size, Bob would indicate with his small ball
hammer where Jack was 10 hit with his big hammer. The tap of the light
hammer and the thud of the heavy hammer produced a pleasant musical
cadence, that could be heard for quite a distance. When the main shaping
of the steel was completed the finishing touches were done with the light
hammer or swedges.

“The skilled blacksmith was a joy (0 waich. Many of the techniques
that I saw at Bob Flynn's forge were useful 10 me in later years when it
‘was necessary that I become an amateur blacksmith. In fact not long after

g the Army in WW2, T was given a specialist payment of one
shlllmg (10c), per day when the C O discovered I could sharpen the
jons picks, mattocks and bars. The 10c per day represented a 20%
mme pay !!
Spratt operated a motor truck service from Mudgee to Hill End
via Graty, Avistord, Hargaves and Tambaroor. Tom gave roadside
X bay

and com, of wool.
come from Mudgee. Then he stayed overnight at Hill End and retumed to
Mudgee next day. At various times other members of the Spratt family
had mal contracts from Mudgee to Hill End.

“There was also  daily mail service operating from Mudgee-Hill End-
Bathurst Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Bathurst-Hill End-Mudgee
‘Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday In later years the mail run terminated at
Sofala instead of Bathurst. A second contractor operated the Sofala-
Bathurst section.

‘Various people operated these mail runs and they used a variety of
vehicles, from horse drawn coaches to motor vehicles.

My mother  often recounted a terifying expericnce she had when,

three of her children, she Hargraves
1o Hill End on the mail coact

Just a the coached reached the point where the road plunges steeply

from the top of Red Hill down 1o the floor of the Pyramul Creek gorge,
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CASSIN TED
CHAPMAN WAL NUGGET

CHRISTIE GEORGE Retired school teacher.
CHRISTIE PAUL son of above.

CHRISTIE ERNIE

CLEMENTS NED
CLIFFORD CHARLIE
COOMBES ROBERT Married Dulcie:

COX EDDIE Worked alluvial on T\nvn & Pullens Hill
CULLEN TED Worked at Pullens Hill

DAVIS CLAUDE
DAVISIVA

DAVIS HAZEL Married Mick Slattery

DAWES JOE Married Mrs Ross.

DDAWES FRANK With Joe sold clothing from a van
DE BLOC HENRYBELGIE'accidentally shot himself
DEAN CYRIL

DEAN RUBY Daughter Vince Howard.

DEAN LESLIE Later moved to Sofala.

DEAN GWENDOLINE

DESMOND JIM Lived in hut at Consolidated Tunnel.
DICK GEORGE

DON'NELLV IACK ‘Worked on drilling plant.

DONOVAN e Campenter Worked on Turon & Pullens

EDNEY JACK
EGAN SNO Worked atAlpha’

FAULKNER JOHN Gardner
FARADAY BILL Campenter & Worked at Fosters Tunnel
FISHER HARRY Retired bank manager.

FISHER GEORGE Lived at Tambaroora.

FOYSTER Worked at Pullen's Hill with Cox & Donovan.
FOWLER ANNA MA

FOWLER GEORGE Gardner.

FRASER REG

FRASER RON
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Sydney. In 1933, with Sydney in the grip of the depression and with

peopl
It was at this fime that he had decided to try the country. He walked from
Bathurst to Turon via the Bridle Track. Bill Whittaker then owned the
grazing property known as “Homeward Bound” and he told Snow he
could stay in an unused hut on the property. He was to stay there for the.
rest of hislife.

He lived a Spartan lfe, bathing in the cold waters of the Turon River,
be it summer o winter. For his weekly food suppies he walked to Hi
End,up
ives e tor £0ld, had a vegetable wden, and like, the other river
dwellerssupplemented his diet with wild game.

insiitution. His hut itioned a few metres off
the Bridie Track road, and Snow was usually there to greet all who passed
that way. There was always a cup of tea, a yam, and if it was needed a
bed for the night.

A Mr Davis formed a syndicate to work the Turon river alluvial and
in 1932 he was excavating the river bed when a heavy storm upsiream
caused the Turon to flood. This storm flooded the syndicate,s workings.
‘They were working at Brown's Bar, near where the Bridal Track crosses

Turon. another attempt was
up the ivr bed, but this sccond atempt o proved unscessul. A

he irst attempi. This sounds an mslgmﬁum sum of money by todays

a small syndicate.

Another report in the same newspaper: "Messrs J Aubrey and
‘Benhardt have formed a company to work the alluvial wash on Brown:
Point. They have purchased a two stage six-inch water pump, 40 horse-
power engine, hydraulic high pressure nozzle and other equipment.
J.Aubrey had previously worked this point using hand tools and his
efforts had been rewarded with many ounces of gold."

Many of these individual attempts to work the river had itte if any
success. Most of these ventures were started with very little capital, and

{move large quaniis of valer and excaai hard river wsh, Even with

had
worked this area in the early years and they were "mos eficiont n
cleaning up even the poorest of claims.
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BAIRSTOW NELL

BANKS KARL

BAYLISS MADGE Married Len Saxby.
ALFRED

BENNETT JIM Came from Molong with wife and family.
BENNETT VIOLET MAY from Molong
BENNETT ¥

BENNETT HORRE ~ * *

BENNETTMILLE  * *

BENNETTNELLE "

BENNETT MAISIE Bill Bennetts wife.

BETAR GEORGIE Shopkeeper clothing efc.

BETAR ANTHONY Barber

BLACK FRED Married Violet Alder

BROWN DECOURCY N.G Plantation Owner,worked at Pullens Hill
BROWN DE COURCY Wife of above.
BROWN EDNA Married PatFitzgerald.

BARNARD RITA|
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placed at the bottom of a ripple in the river. A pipe line a few metres
Tong was then fitted (o the intake side of the ram and run up stream
towards the top of the ripple. The pipe is set s0 that some of the river
water will enter. The water runs down the intake pipe to the ram, this
low pressure wairthen ntrsaclosed chamber i s povided witha

this. ﬂdww pipe i fitted with a non-retum valve.
down the supply
through the escape valve unilits velocity is sufficient to close. e
ey Thi ek the flow of e rplty moving by o vaer d
causes  build up of pressure in the chamber. The pressure
chamber,row being much higher than tht n the supply pioe fomes a

pipe and cvennnxly into the elevated storage tank. Although cach pulse
hours-a-day
and thus the total volume of water elevated is considerable, and for the

“The combination of rich river soil and plenty of water resulted in a
fine garden, providing plenty of fresh vegetables for the Keech houschold,
the surplus being taken to Hill End and sold door-to-door. This provi
extra cash for the family and a weekly supply of fresh vegetables for the
towns people.

“To attend school, the children had to walk a distance of four miles
ach way. Part of this walk required them 1 climb up a very steep track,
that started at the Turon river and rose to the Hill End plateau. They
frequently set rabbit traps on their way home from school and next
morning on their way 10 school picked up the traps and skinned any
rabbits they had caught. Even with the long walk and the added chore of
setting rabbit traps, the children still managed to achieve a high level of

attendance at school

In spite of having o negoliate a narrow mounizinous road, split by
creek and river crossings, the Keech family were always involved in
community affairs. They seldom missed the week-end tennis or local
dance.

‘This was one family that always seemed happy and showed little
oncem about living in such an isolated place. With intelligence and self-
reliance they lived through what was considered the worst depression in
this century.

In 1933, Snowy Freeman came to live on the Turon. His home was
a waitle and daub house on the eastem side of the Turon River crossing.
Snowy was a 1914 World War veteran and had been a tram driver in
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heser,gathering chips o fuelthe chip ter wicing a broom or a
mop and bucket Lo clean he in flors: o a scrubing brus i you b

floors caryingbuckts of vate oo h watranks o e
Hike o s o perhaps pumping water with a hand pump
from an underground i, mahng clothes for the l'nmuly witha At

) caying water in pifoim rom th neay da o well.
Wik routne s e there was no time or need for fancy dicts,
aerobics or Valium.

Cooking food over an open fire with a camp oven or a fuel stove did
not prevent the production of masses of all types of food that would
make the modem family tremble with horror: boiled suet puddings,
‘sponge cakes, fruit cakes, loaded with cream and eggs if the family had a
cow and chooks; lamingtons, jam tars, boiled roly-polys with currants
or dates, date e seoncs, mpkin tarts and scones, roast dinners with

yorkshire pu

i oo ork, my mother and many others like her, always

$ad tme o lk and explain thins 0 s children. Mum vas an avid

reader and toher
dchild

p o many of the disadvaniages of olicd ving. Frsh green
vegetables and it were only availbi i the very shot Hil End
growing seas

"The vast majrityof tesepeople were lean and healthy; they had to

g

Hospitals were considered a last resort. If the ambulance had o be:
called it was tantamount 1o having the hearse called to the home. The
family of the patient waved goodbye to the ambulance with tears in their
eyes and the upper-most thought in their minds would be that this was
really good-bye for ever. I remember vividly ane such oceasion when dad
was taken (o Bathurs in the ambulance. The fami iy SR L e
and when Tat
was then slipped smoothly into the ambulance and the doors closed
ehind him, then the ambulance swifly disappearing around the post
office comer, finality was certainly conveyed to my young mind.

Radio was a great source of entertainment for the whole family, with
news; radio serials; quiz shows; talent quests, variety and musical
programs. The radio was an instant link with the outside world, we no
longer had to get our news from day old newspapers, news as it happened
was available in our lounge rooms; Test cricket and Davis Cup tennis
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Perhaps their relaxed lifestyle stemmed from the fact that they had no
house mortgage, car, TV, etc, payments to meet no gas or electricity
bill in fact no bills at all

During the 19305 most o the iver couity hcavlly infested with
rabbits.
cheap mea, and sinscould be sold for wh Tos mnn asers the mbhll
plague was a disa d the I
poison baits was a constant task. Many of oo poison baits that were
used_not only killed the rabbits but were lethal to native bird life and
some species were decimated. The river was the life blood of many of
these birds, because it provided water food and nesting. Manyspcies s
used the river when I was a child are no longer there, or fare. One
delightul bind that was common on the Macauari was the Azure
Kingfisher.

‘The Azure Kingfisher is about 8 inches long and is a smart river
hunter taking small fish, yabbies, frogs and insects. A nesting et
about 2 feet long is dug into the river bank, with a rounded chambe
about six inches i at the end. The appear

it from poison bais, b hey id isappcar i
of i ed and,as
o aa Thon cot ek b e amongst those who were well
aware of the disastrous effect of these poison baits. Now, it is difficult
how it concemn
for our environment. Half a century later I and most other people would
be appalled at such wholesale slaughier of bird lfe.

During the depression, the peaple on the rivers, or at Hill En
had various means of saving on living expenses or carning small
‘amounts of money. However, the main attraction was gold. Gold was the
cash crop, and almost everyone could fossick up a few grains.
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FRASER MARILYN
FREEMAN CHARLES HAROLD 'SNO' Lived Turon R Crossing.
FRIEND DONALD Artst lived at Hill End for some years.

FUGE CLIFF Contracter & Grazier

FULLER JACK Retired railway worker.

GARNER BOB Sawmiller Marred Rita Thompson.

GOLDSPINK CHARLIE Junior.

GORDON JACK Lived in hut at Valentine mine.
GRANT ALEX Worked at Junction Turon & Macquarie.
GRINSELL HARRY Married Dulcie Knight.

HARVEY NICK Bus Prop. Author
HARVEY JEAN Maried Walter

YNES ALFRED Lived in house ai Connie Dam
HAYNESROSE STELLA _
HAYNES ALL
HAYNES mcx =
HARRISON RE
HINCHCLIFFE GEORGE Royal Hotel Prop later school bus.
'HINCHCLIFFE RON
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A deserted gold mining tunnel, over-looking the Root Hog water hole.
on the Macquarie River, provided an unusual home for Arthur Toesland.
Although narrow and long, Arthurs tunnel was warm and dry, and
certainly unique. Is rear section supported a bed on one side and storage:
shelves on the other wall. The next section towards the mouth of the
tunnel was his lounge and dining room. The whole of the dwelling was
mm»mw ‘with bush fumiture made from bush timber, com bags and

0 the tunnel was d pant fireplace the
Hatte providing warmth and cooking fcilitis.

Arthur established a small vegetable garden on the river bank in front
of his home, and with plenty of water and good river soi, he was able to
keep himself in vegetables.

‘Arthur's hobby was tanning snake skins. After the skins were tanned,
they were fashioned into soft and beautifully finished belts and draw-
string purses. On one occasion 1 presented him with two freshly killed
snakes, one brown, and one black with ared belly.

In later years, a decomposed male body was found in a another
deserted tunnel. There are a number of mining tunnels in this area. They
had been driven into the side of the mountain in the latter part of last

ury.
Examination of the decomposed remains failed to reveal any foul
Py, snd it was thought tat desih was dus ko caror-moncide
isoning. It was obvious that the man had sought shelter some 381 fect
ot el and ther was s videce of e The fre. cambined

‘with a lack of ventilation, was probably the cause of death.
Finger prints, and a union ticket found on the body, enabled the
police (o identify the man as a Yugoslav migrant. His name was
hospital

‘about six months earlier.

‘Other peopl Turon and
depression were Gus Aubrey and his son, Elias Lumstrom, Ermic
Chistie, Jock Ramsay, George Saunders, Tom and Pearl Royal and son
Harold; Eddie Donovan, Eddie Cox, Bob Lincoln, Wally Houghton,
‘William and Rita Bamard and sons Ellis and Mervyn; Darkie Brown
‘George Saunders.

Ona trip down the river it was usual to have a chat with all these,
‘people, or perhaps share a cup of tea or a smoke, looking back it seems
as though no one thought about time. That they had time to chat or

ly not because they were lazy. These people were all
virtually living off the land, so if they did not work they did not eat.
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Chapter 22
Devon Gold and the Cornish Miners

In 1949, a large Melbourne company, Devon Gold N.L, was formed
by the principals of Ian Potier and Company, who were one of the largest
sharebrokers and underwriters in Australia. They were joined in the
e by s moreiciatves of owrseas capal. Devow Geld bad

work the

ﬁhyomerldy: Felsdy

“The consolidation of these leases had been a life long dream of the
Marshall Brothers, particularly Alexander. The three brothers, William
Alexander John, Duncan McLean, and Alexander had spent a lifetime
‘working mines on the Hill End field. They were very experienced in all
aspects of the gold mining industry and their knowledge of the Hill End
field was unique.

investing their own money. in an effort (0 develop and work gold mines
at Hill End. All these ventures were an important feature of the Hill End
ing employment for the miners and helping the business
‘community. The Marshall family was most generous, with its help to
Hill End people generally and to miners in particular. The family owned
guie 3 ot of minkng machinery. Tis poo f maciney was raly ille
because it was always made available (o local miners and, as far as
oo complcelyfie of chrg. i was prtcaly et du e

T considaton o th Hawking Hill kase, ander the management
S0 Do 04t i G o e My o te K B ek
field, 1d K
area. Having control of this comparatively large area pmemm a great
‘opportunity for Devon Gold 1o prospect and develop some of the deep
gomdtos m

“The original plan was to extend the Consolidated, Amalgamated and
Fostes Tonnels. These tree tunnels had a ol length of 6 or 7
Kilometres and were driven into the side of Hawkins Hill, at levels of
400, 800 and 1200 feet from the surface. It was suggested, that these

‘working the line of
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Chapter 13
River People During the Depression

During the depression years a number of people came o live on the.
‘banks of the Turon or the Macquarie. Some were new to the arca, others
had previous ties with Hill End.

Sarah Mobbs and her children Hazel, Tom, Hilton, Jack and Ted,
came to the Turon during the depression years and made their home in
ot had bcn Ben Pssle's house. Aot daugice Sl came 0 the
“Turon with her husband
on Klondyke Point. Dlru;lly opposite this point is a high rocky cliff,
known as Sailors Bluff.

The Mobbs family were all great workers and possessed all the
necessary skills for survival in an isolated environment. The family

‘been planted in the carly gold rush days. In spite of neglect and drought,
they were still bearing fruit. For the new occupants, it was a great
i icots, appl

figs, plums, peaches, lemons and oranges.

blackberry bushes. During the berry season these bushes provided almost
unlimild quantitcs of choce backberies tha could b wsed fof jam
making, preserving or eaten fresh.

alarge tvariety

of vegetables. They also had Fowls, ducks, turkeys and goats. As the

mixed poultry all had the run of river it was not uncommon t0 sec the

‘mothers wandering along the river bank with a dashing, darting, chirping

group of chicks behind cach mother. A video depicting the antics and

obvlons delight of these chicks would be very cffective against the
mesent practice o keeping hens in wie cages.

aPerch for a change of dict. Cash for other items was mus..ea cither by
i i i gold.

Les and Stell:

rket garden. To
provide vate for the arden they intalled  Hydraulc Ram n th iver,
a very ingenious and cost free means of pumping water. The ram was.
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d they high prices, parti unique

timber.

Jock Sneddon, an assistant teacher, and I had intended to start toy
mlhng as a project within the Turon Community Advancement Co-
Recently I made some wooden toys for our grandchildren and
‘other friends. They included rocking horses, doll's house, hobby horse,
boats, train, cars, trucks, games and novelty toys. | was surprised a the

ption they
some of the items. However, I wanted 1o do it as a hobby, not as a
business. I think that this type of industry would be very suitable for
Hill End and, with enthusiastic people, could develop into a viable
business.

Quartz and other local stones could be used in the manufacture of
other items, and could be combined with timber for door stops etc. And
of course pure, pollution-free roof water bottled and suitably labelled

big selling pumn for any local products.
modified version of the Community Advancement Co-

1 have extended Hill End's post war period a long s crupm.
b th things I havewritin bout aralpart of the oc
hanges i dirction tht have cccumed s e et of F B
g e past 75 years.
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A report covering June o September 1950 gives the following
figures:
17 tons yielded 172 0zs gold.

Nil

Auge 95" v [
September 15y 4625" "

‘The above crushings were encouraging. 'm:phnohncwmpany was

ork in e leases
and at the same time exploit any remaining rich arcas in oper]
‘workings, a plan that most Hill End miners had been advocating. At this
stage it did scem that the company was going (0 test the northen end of
their leases.

Towards the end of 1951 some 30 miners were working at the mine.
‘Wages being paid by the company were very good. Experienced miners,
some of whom were on picce work, could eam from $40 o $70 per
‘week. With this new money coming in by way of regular pay packets,

2.

Accommodation for the Cornish miners was provided by
reconditioning Hosie's sore in Clarke St. This building provided hostel
style living
families. The Comish miners and their families fitied into the Hill End
community without any major distuption, which speaks well for the
tolerance of the Hill End people and the adaptabilty of the Comish. This
was a large group of people in relation 10 the town population and in a
less tolerant community could have presented some problems. Apart
from the adults there were five or sx school children.

During the life of the Devon Gold Mining Company an accident

dynamite fumes. The area where the accident occurred was 160 metres
along a tunnel and about the same distance below the surface, the last 30
‘metres being down a winze or underground shalt.
“The aftemoon shift fnished work at midnight, when they had fired 17
by 1.5 metre holes loaded with 50 t0 60 plugs of gelignite. It was
5% . :

y shifl started work the ming, but
: g 2

‘The first man (o o down the shaft was William Frenzel and when he
did not retum, Charlie Trevithick and Reg Fraser climbed down the shaft
to investigate.

Trevithick, y th
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ANDERSGMER N TAVES; CANOBLAS VIEW
ANDERSON MARIA, GOLDI
ANDERSON REGINALD FRANCIS cmosu\s VIEW

AARMSTRONG ANNIE THERESA
ARNOLD ARTHUR manmc wwn'r NO OCCUPATION
ARNOLD MARY MARIA H.
ARSCOTT RICHARD CHARLE& NO OCCUPATION

rAMBOOF

RA
ARBERY JOHN MAXWELL, POLICE CONSTABLE
ARBERY MARIE JOYCE, POLICE RESIDENCE

AULD ESTHER HD

BAIRSTOW ADELLA HD
BAIRSTOW ELENOR
BAIRSTOW THOMAS JOHN, CARPENTER
BAIRSTOW WILLIAM JOHN, CARPENTER
BARNARD RITA RUBY HD
BARNARD WILLIAM DAVID, COMPANY MANAGER
BARNARD ELLIS WILLIAM, MINER
BARNARD MERVYN THORPELAB.
BARNET ERNEST ALFRED, PLUMBER
HRATIIE AGNES HD

ENGINE-DRIVER
BEA‘\TIE JOHN, mcmmm

BEECH ANTHEA, S'IOREKEEPER

BEESON MARGARET H.

BEHRENS GEORGE ADOLPH ERNST, MINER
BENNETT ALICE MAY

BENNETT DINA HD

BENNETT ELIZABETH BERNICE H.D
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as yet unexplored, but this was not to be; and as you will see, most of
the companies capital was expended in fragmented work, mainly in the
old workings.

‘The crushing plant and other machinery, already in situ, at the
irance o the Consoldaed Tunael, wasreaied and pgraced and
addional machinery purcased and installed. New shower,change and

buil for the mis

‘The mining engincer in charge of operations was a Mr. Paul Jones, of
an Fi ining engi logist of i i

‘The mine manager was Angus Longmore, a native of Hill End and a
i been involved in ining i i

who had a good working knowledse of the Hawkins Hill mincs.

in the immediate post war years, it was decided to bring some miners
from Comwall. Their migration was amanged with the help of the
Commonwealth Government's immigration authoritics. Devon Gold
ummodc 1o provide employment and accommodation for this special

O Thursday November the nin, 1950, the Comish mines arived
at Hill End, their families were to arrive later. Thus, after almost one
hundred years another migration of Comnish people had come to Hill End
i the scarch for gold. The first Comish miners were brought out i the
carly 18505 by the British Colonial Company, to work the Dirt Holes
Mine. Apart from those that worked at the Dirt Holes, and later at Hill
End. Comish miners played 3 most important ol in th gold mining
industry all over Australia.

Dlmng 1950, the company found encouraging quantites, of rich ore,
carrying high concentrations of gold. This ore came from an area about

than the site of

and Holtermann nugget. Work was also proceeding on four other veins.
‘The most famous of these was Paxton's vein that in previous years had
produced some very rich returns.

During the preliminary work, some small areas of very rich ore were
intersected. 900 pounds of ore from one vein yiclded 36 ounces of gold.

Mines Department Inspector's epont, dtod /51950 pored hat
the lnl.lnwmg results were by D

“Tn December 195, 525 tons of o wes st for 3 ozs of gold.
‘And a further 30 ounces of gold was obiained from development ore."
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No 6: COMPOSITE LIST OF HILL END
RESIDENTS ON ELECTORAL ROLLS.

SUBDIVISION OF HILL END FOR THE YEARS:
1925-1930-1935-1943-1947-1954-1960-1964.

“Thislst gives a fair summary of those people who were over twenty
~one and who lived at Hill End during the period when the various rolls
were made up. Because of the gaps between rolls it is inevitable that

the peri

covered by this list she is entered in both her maiden name and her
married name. The occupations shown are those that were given when
that person first enroled. Occupations were often changed on later roll.
Very few of the people who came to Hill End during the depression
‘enroled in the Hill End subdivision. The main purpose of his lst is to
assist people in family research, for more detailed information electoral
rolls can be examined at the State Library of NSW.

NUMBERS ON THE VARIOUS ROLLS ARE AS
FOLLOWS:

1943
1964

265
158

TOTAL NUMBER OF NAMES ON THE FOLLOWING
COMPOSITE LIST =

H.D = HOME DUTIES. LAB = LABOURER

ACKERMAN HENRY, MINER
ACKERMAN ARTHUR ELLIS, MINER

ALDER ARTHUR AMOS, MINER

ALDER CHARLES HENRY, MINER

ANDERSON ALFRED DAVID, GRAZIER ULLAWALLA'
ANDERSON AMELIA HD

ANDERSON GEORGE, CANOBLAS VIEW'
ANDERSON HELEN RUBY

ANDERSON LYNETTE HELEN, GOVERNESS
AANDERSON ROBERT FRANCIS, LAB.

AANDERSON LILY MAY, PALING YARDS
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ihe ket at a price fed  considerale tme efore e presenstep
rise in the cost of commodite

S0 mch work has been don tha i would b  great piy for
prospeciing 10 stop at ihis stage. On the other hand, i is possible that at
least as much money as has already been spent would be peregind i

By May 1952 Paul Jonss the managin diteor, had retuned to

poses,
Dan Gt operations at il End. 1 v st
ending 10 what had started out as a well-organised attempt to bring the
Hill End gold field back into profitable production. However, as work
progressed the mine management seemed to become mesmerised by the
small patches of rich ore they were finding in the old workings, and the

The local miners were disappointed, because the company had
ded i the

virgin ground north of the Patriarch Shaft.
, Some of the Comish miners and thei familics rmaind on at Fil
ind, three married locals. One of the Comish men, Nick Harvey still
e o i Bndwhese 1 operates the school bus as well as being a
regular write for local and overseas sporting magazincs.

Afier the departure of the Devon Gold Alexander Marshall continucd
with work in the Middle Workings and from November 1953 to end of
1956 had five men working underground and two men on surface work.

é e A

In February 1956, 75 ounces of gold were obtained from a crushing of
75 tons of ore from the middle workings. Over the next twelve months
there was some intermittent mining operations carried out in the
Consolidated workings without any spectacular results. Then Hawkins
Hill gold mining suffercd a severe blow, when in the summer of 1957 a
severe Btuh fire swept up Nuggety Sully ad oy b ot the
Mining Machinery and buildings situated a

Dllnng 1957 et Woolarand brothe Vi wenking e s
tribue, They were andesband sioping inthe middle wonings. Because
the bush fire had destroyed the Air Compressor as well as other
machinery the two men had reverted back t0 the old hammer and drill

$ad locrish i rs n  hand perted Doly Pot. Naturlytis was a

0 mid 1960, il Marshall, with a a Company called Comweal Gold
started working in the Consolidated Tunnel. The Crushing Plant
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fumes, managed to climb up 30 metres of ladders and make his way 160
the tunnel i

‘The mine manager, Angus Longmore, foreman Bill Bymes, and
engine driver Dick Ellis, then went down the winze and all three were
affected by the fumes. However, after some effort Bymes, Ellis and

bl i L

unconscious a the bottom of the shaft.

By this time the air compressor had been started and
force down he shaft 0 clear th fumes, and the two ancorseious men
were strapped 10 stretchers and hauled up the shaft with the ai winch.
Ambulances were called from Bathurst, and Longmore, Fraser, Frenzel
‘and Trevithick were taken to hospital where after special treaimentall
four made a full

s disoverd late tht the blast that had caused the trouble had
previously worked area and the foul air that had been
rapped intese o workings hd comined wih the g tames o
form a lethal gas.

A report by the Govemment Geologist dated 12.11.1951 in part
states:-"A1 present a_cross-cut is being driven 10 intersect the

persist o the present level a large amount of medium grade ore can be
expected, this, with the rich patches of ore left in the old workings,
should give a cash flow of sufficient volume, 10 keep the mine going
while deeper levels are prospeced and devel

“The Syndicate to date has spent abour 80,000 pounds on
development and rehabilitation of the mine, and 24 1o 30 men are
constanily employed. About 10,000 pounds ($30.000) worth of gold has

recovered to date. (At 1988 values $330.000,)

“These operations represent a genuine attempt (0 bring the field into
production, and the only serious endeavour of that kind since the rich
claims ceased operations 60 years ago.

The mine has been a source of employment for the people of Hill
End. and the success of the venture would be of material benefit to the
town and o the.

\The Syndicate s being financed by the various members o cover

that i recent
months costs of syl Imn:porl o a1 rapidly,
and are likely to continue doing 5o, is a matter of grave concern 1o the
Syndicate, particularly as i is unlikely that the mine could be brought
i . and the be placed on
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e 1957 ity pon

pressor Befc
Some tonsof ore was taken 0 flersiers bty Although some:
rich stone. were

October 1961.
During its life Comweal bulldozed a road from the Flying-Fox down

the side of Nuggety Gully 1o the Consolidated tunnel. This road had

great advantage over the Flying fox as a means of getting supplics down

Herb

i the area and hi
skills, he always managed (o make a living, even though he had a long
walk to and from work and was using very primitive mining methods.
During this latie period, Herb's wife, Evelyn frequently went to work
with him and assisted in some of the minin

vork carried out on this part of the field was in the
19805 when o group headed by .mm Orchd and Narthers Gold

They

npened up the Comelian shft with the intenton of imvestgaing e
Decp Levels or Reward area, refurbished the Patriach Shaft, and

‘workings but once again very X
Rovalyrecords show tat he yale of gold won at Hawin il in
1986/87

Because the il End sold field has small vens ey patchy
precipiationofgod. it s o een patculaly tracive o lrge sale
th adequate capital. With a futher ncrease in gold prices

atempt 3 large scale invesigaton of the decp gxound o the north of
Hawkins Hil

At b b ith past mining ventures, when Devon Gold finally
ceased operations, many people had o leave Hill End to scek
employment. The number on the electoral roll had fallen to 140.

There i

the school. By representation to the local MP, to whom we pointed out

because of the number of visitors now coming 10 the town it was
necessary to maintain  police presence, the closure of the police station
was deferred.
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'MARSHALL BLUE' Yardman at Royal Hotel.
MARTIN BILL First class fooballr.
MARTIN - Pay clerk Oriomo Sluicing Coy
MATTHEWS TOMIMY Worked wih C-Davis Magnet Mine
WILLIAM ARTHUR Engincer
BAXTRLL MARY KATHLIR
MCALLISTER
MEAULEY JORN BRUCE Carpenter
McCARTHY CHARLIE
MCLEAN PAT Comish miner
McLEAN DOT
McDAID ALBERT FRANCIS
McDAID ADA GERTRUDE
McDAID PADDY
McDAID GEORGE
ETTY Married Ted Woolard
MCGARVIE CHARLIE Lived Opposite school.
MCIVOR Worked alluvial on Varqie i
'MIDSON RON Married Mavis Hami
'MOBBS SARAH Turon River
MOBBS HILTON
MOBBS TOM
MOBBS JACK
MOBBS TED
MOBBS HAZEL
{OORE FRANK Waorked cyanide plant at Valentine mine.
MORRIS RUFUS Artist
MORRIS JEAN
MORRISON HOWARD Engineer at Junction & Piesleys Is.
MORRISON MRS.
MURRAY DON Operated Ullamalla school bus and mail
MURRAY DONALD Experienced gardener & friend of artsts.
MURRAY HARRY
MURRAY BILL
MURRAY WALTER
MURRAY BOB Brass finisher
MURRAY TOM Bricklayer
MURRAY TIM ‘CHING"
MYATTERIC
MYATTENID
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Afte sinking the shaft (o the 312 feet level we then cross cut back
west unil we reached Davidson's Reef. When we cut the reef we found
that it had undergone a complete change. The soft brown reef two feet
wide that we had opened up on the 260 feet level,was now a hard white
eef four foctin width with very low values. This was probably the most
disappointing gold mining resut that we as a family experienced. We had

expectations.

‘We then backstoped Davidsons Vein up o the 260 feet level. The
total amount of gold won from this work was 182 ounces, 1988 value
‘about $125,000.00. This gave some retur 1o the sharcholders but was
nota profitable result.

“The syndicate then applicd for Goverment Aid to drive 100 feet
south and 100 feet north on Davidson's Reef. Aid of 32 shillings (53.20)
per foot of driving was granted. The 200 feet of driving was carred out
from the 312 feetlevel of the main shaft.

As no payable ore was found in either the north or south drive, the

in October, the workmen held some discussions, and most of them voted

During the period of this tribute all the men except Sam Ellis and
myself worked on day shift. The day shift was occupied in boring holes,
shifting mullock and sending up ore (o the battery. Sam and I worked
aftemoon shift firing out all the holes that had been bored on the day
shift. This system allowed the day it vork aght throughwithot
Sl poaliact dylumue fumes and dus

all pmm of the mn of mining. He was an intelligent man with .
humour.
family to care for e e anyone with family res
was trapped into working atth only ype of work avaabe s Hil
End; mining.

Like many other miners, Sam paid the penalty for the years he had
spent working underground. He died a slow and painful death at a very
early age. The dynamite fumes and silica_dust he had sucked into his
lungs during years of hard underground toil finally took their toll. Thesc
en oehc il did ot sar i the benetis avalbe todaysuch as
large lump sum compensation

Wit s e gking Valenine shat, e worked thee shifs
seven days a week, as this was the most economical method when
contending with underground water. On the aftemoon and night shift
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twenty
feetupa st stack, cven i the stack a this stage was Iymg along the
ground. Dad, however, finally won the day and along the pipe I crawled..
‘When I had completed the task Duncan Marshall paid me one pound
(52.00). This was quite  large sum of money at tha time; however, o

1 consider myself most fortunate to have lived in such close
proximity o the Robert Emmett battery and The Reward Mine, where
there was a never ending movement of machines and people. Those were.
the sights and sounds of Hill End as I remember them and I thank my
father ru mxmdllcmg me (0an exciting and wonderful world of men and
‘machin
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became Bookmaker Baturst-Orange.
'HODGSON DICK Manager gum leaf industry.
HOGAN EDWARDROY
'HOKIN GEORGE Violinist & football referce.

PEARL Retired grazierfrom Bourke.

HOWARD HORACE
'HOUGHTON WAL Worked at "Mares Nest” mine.
HUNTER JAMES PATTERSON

INNES "JOCK" Died heart attack on the road at Tambaroora.
JENKINS VICTOR ROY Shearer

JENKIN! .

JOHNSON CHARLIE Mrs Fowler' brother.
JONES PAUL American Manager Devon Gold Mine.
JUDGE CASSIE Married Mervyn Anderson.

KEECH LESLIE Lived with family at "Klondike" Turon R.
KEECH STELLA MAY & CHILDREN,

KENDALL WILLIAM GEORGE

KENDALL MARY ANN

KELLY TOM

KITTY Mr. Lived in hut opposite Police Station.

LAWRENCE ROWLEY
LAWRENCE MAJORIE
LEE TOMMY

LEWIS MR & MRS
LINCOLN ROBERT WILLIAM 1.P, Coroner, Bus & Truck Prop.
LISTER MATILDA Artist became known as Aust. Gma Moses.
LISTER ROBERT FREDERIC

LISTER BOB Carrier.

LISTER MARJORIE HARRIET

LOUGHER NAP Mining engineer worked alluvial Junction.
LUNDSTROM ELIAS Worked alluvial on the Turon R.
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Chapter 14

Valentine and Individual Mining in the
1930's

In 1934 a syndicate was formed by dad and a few friends to de-water
and re-timber the Valentine Mine shaft. This was quite a substantial
% i 5 . 4

and preparation of the Valentine Shaft, then increasing to about twenty
‘men during the nine months the mine was working at full capacity.
‘men employed were Les Woolard, Herb Dowell, Emie Christe,

Bill Absolem, Andy Pervis, Morrie Judge, Bert Longmore, Sam Ellis,
‘Walter Oats, Nap Lougher, Charlie Clifford, Les Dean, Bill Eldridge
Senior, Bob Lincoln, Jock Ramsay, Harry Fisher, Ken Wilson, Ben
Holloway, brother Ivor, and myself. Dad was mine manager.

In addition to those actually working at the mine Bill and Walter
Hamilion Bill
carting the wood. Ron and Roley Hodge were engaged in carting mining
timber, machinery and other supplies from Bathurst Railway station.

The Vil M1z i Vel gl ik e T we
ten head

gi
lage copacity s e, Yt e\ sckan 3 s psse

ter pumps. Steam for the air compressor and winding engine was
Suppid by & large underfired Mol ubulr siam bsier: Undrground
equipment included late model air operated Jack Hammers, Tom

a difficult task that required experienced miners and timber-men. When
the bottom of the main shaft was finally reached, it was possible 10 reach
Davidson's vein by way of a cross-cut that had been put in by the
original mining company.

A this depth Davidson's Vein was about two feet wide and was
showing very good prospects, and it was estimated that it would retum
about two ounces of gold 1o the ton of ore. To work the vein by
underhand stoping would have been difficult and expensive, so it was

i h L

Valentine shaft 312 feet deep.
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In between relief work Bob cked out a living, by acting as Ron
Hodge's offsider,
‘Thompson and Keith Siely were using wheelbarrows to carry alluvial
wash dirt from high up on the Root Hog point down to the river. Here,
one of the team would pass the wash through a sluice box.

‘This was a very hard lfe for both Rita and Bob, but there were many
others in Their staple diet per and bread,
with the added few extras their limited income allowed. There was also
the odd rabbit, Murray cod or a few river shrimps to give a variety to the
diet. Hard as it was, I am sure it could be ranked as a Garden of Eden

. prnd s

By 1957 Bob commenced tking feing conacs st for Fd
onmeN el

Bl e oo imm this work .vmsea priseyly ‘pounds per wack

when the rural shillings

o sk So ke rovants okt b e s compensation for the
hard work and primitive and lonely living conditi

In one six months stint in very m country, they fenced aline three:

miles long and averaged 22 posts a da

Ria and sister Bic had some rabsting dogs and the skins from the

rabbits they caught helped (o increase the family income. They also
y. helped with

tied the fence wire. These were the days when the families worked as a

work.

‘They were living in tents during the fencing conracts, and from my
own experience I have some idea of the difculties that tent life would
impose on families with young children. The cooking, supply and
conservation of food under these conditions becomes a nightmare. Bob
and Rita had three children at this time: Leo, Ray and Sister. These
women in

. 4 Ged ther daity e,
Cooking facilities were primitive. There was no comer shop down the:
road. Powdered milk flur fo baking brea, honey, golden syrup and

difficult 1o keep in hot weather. e hid v very good bosses and
supplied them with a dressed sheep when ever req

During the war Bob and Bil sared buming charcoal on the
Drakeford's property. The charcoal was sold to Macquaric Motors
Bathurst for ix pounds per ton. Charcoal gas was used during the war as
a substitute fuel.
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SELLEN BILL Lived Tambaroora.

SNELL BOB & Wie lived near Reward mine.
SORENSON MRS

SUMNER ARTIE Worked at Hill End Alluvials.
THOMAS ALLAN Motor Mechanic

THOMAS RITA MAY

TOESLAND ARTHUR Lived on Macquarie River
TOWELL CHARLIE Lived at Sarnia

'WEBB BRUCE Worked at Alpha
DICK

WILSON KEN Married Ivy Alder
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ErE

Epilogue
Appendices

Turon Advancement Co-Operative:
Devon Gold Pay Sheet

School Teachers

Metric Conversion T

Now o s il B Depression-WW2
Composite Hill End Roll
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Chapter 23

Timber Mill and Local Industries

The story of the people who started the Hill End Timber Mill is

certainly a story of the people on the banks. This family overcame the

hard economic years of the depression and then with hard work and
ustry at Hill End. Their
ifi

Part of the following information on the Auld family comes from an
iterview given (0 Brian Hodge in 1979.by Bob and Rita

Bob Auld was bom at Leichhardr, and in 1931 a doctor told Bob's
stepfather to move into a dry climate. They arrived in Hill End in 1931,
the year when Hill End and the nation were in the depths of the
depression.

Bob was single when he arrived at Hill End. In 1932 he married Rita
‘Thompson, a daughter of one the towns early mining families. Part of
their carly married life was spent in a hut on the banks of the Macquarie
River at the Root Hog.

‘The Turon Shire Council had been granted some money for relief
work. In order to employ the maximum number of men the Government
directed that the work had 1o be labour intensive. To carry out this order
it was decided that the rlief money would be spent repairing the Bridle
‘Track Road.

Each monday moming Ron Hodge would come past the Root Hog,
taking relief workers 10 their camp situated a few miles further up the

river. When it was Bobs tum to go on relief work, he would join the
Hill End gang as they pnsed his camp. Rita's uncle, Charlie Thompson,
was the road boss of this gany

b wasyoung and v lm, and when b was quesioned ahout his
size being a handicap in standing up t0 hard pick and shovel work he
i “Tmay b gt b 1 2 OB T kit cred Bob ek
name of ‘Soli e years, he certainly proved that he was

“solid'.

wage for relief work was four pounds two shillings and sixpence
6829 per 40 hourweek,but kel workers wee ot permied
s than 35 hous pe week.Fourly e was oo silng and ight-
76), Maximum wage per 55
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onuml pect
RUDY Lived at Tambaroora
osaom 2 Played football.

PPARSLOW JOE From Molong to the Property the ‘Haven”
PARSLOW

RAMSAY JOcK

REYNOLDS IACK Prp BlladsChslar som & Movies:
RODDA DAL Managed We
RODDA GLADYS EVELYN'

ROWE ? Mine Manager Hill End Alluvials.
'ROWE NANCY Daughter of above.
RUMBELOW BERT

RUMBELOW WALTER and Wife.

SACH BILLY Builder worked at mining with Ab Carver
SAXBY AMOS

SAXBY LEN Married Madge Bayliss

SAUNDERS GEORGE

SECOMBE HARRY

SEDDEN REX Organised swimming club at Hill End.
SEDDEN MRS.

SEILY KEITH Married Effic Piesley.
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there were two men underground and one man on top looking after the
e pes =  Ope M 0

shift,
moving mullock and ore etc,.
Mo

shift was Nap Lougher.

Sinking the shaft was a very dangerous and difficult job for the
miners. Because of the considerable flow of underground water it was
secessey o ke the pump opecading 34 houss  da. Even thes the

in a permanent well of waer in the bottom of

in water up to our knees caused a great deal of
personal discomfort. However the main problem was that the blasting
holes had t0 be bored and then loaded with explosives under the water,
became e bojom o e il sy ol ot e b

v cunmmmx, and the charges had to be made waterproof. The
e

A mis-fre under these circumstances created a very dangerous
it becaue the wmapiotod Gt a4 clonls iouind u he
misfired holes, and were covered with water and Ioose rock that had been
blasted from the other holes that had ignited.

Morie Judge was an expert miner, a man of immense sirength and
the capacity 1o carry out trenuous work over long periods, and above all,
a loyal and caring mate with a very even temperament. The conditions

i i be

In addii

pr

for maximum
before it was apparent o the inexperienced. By striking the shaft
tumce ok fco with & bamine i waspossile 0 el he grood wu
safe or not. If there was a ringing sound given back from
Sl i i O ekt N e s i hnllow.m
it n it indi
e rock e and it coud el in' dangrous rock
ok m the credit of the Hill End miners that their killin knowing

o g kot b vt
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Hill End, and as the older citizens o the o began 6 passon there
‘were fewer young ones 0
“The post war babies growing up “commenced a new cycle of
time there would be

left.
cither for high school or university, many of the post war children left
Hill End to seek further education. When their education was completed
‘most of these young people sought positions in Sydney or ofher towns.

further
Sadly, this is the pattern of all small Australian towns, and
consequentially the majority of Australians live in overcrowded and
heavily industrialised cities, clinging to the coastal fringes of the
continent.
Many years ago a member of parliament told e that all governments
isation in the They

y ry
10 the provincial towns and so create another urban giant that bleeds the
surrounding towns of their young people. He argues that if small
industries were stablished in the small towns and villages first, this

ts young

lead to
relieve the housing shortage in the cites and in additon provide cheap
‘and healthy living for many families

As we moved into the 1960 the decline in Hill End's population is
shown by the electors on the roll. The number on the roll in 1925 was
236; 1930-211, 1935-342, 1943-265, 1947-245, 1954-200, 1960-140,

-158.

‘The decline in the number of descendants of the original Hill End
families has continued and by 1991 only a handful of representatives of
the old families remain.

Fortunately this decline in the population has now been halted to
some extent by a new wave of people who have come 1o Hill End to
etire oc simply o live in peaceful and healthy surroundings. A number
of these people have taken over the reins of citizenshi

Maybe in the future some small industries with a local content could
be developed, such as making wooden toys from local timber. There arc
‘many local timbers, that when polished. display a beautiful grain and
lustrous finish.

Apart from the gums and stringy bark there is yellow, whie and red
box, red gum, river oak, and hickory. There is a keen demand for wooden
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And will extend as circumstances permit to include some of the
ary trades, such s prining, bookbinding, boot making and in the
ividy i

oo
i e s provide instructors to make competent workers and
for the society to provide for any capital outlay in plant and materials.
y " s p

it
pay the balance 1o the worker who should receive more than an ordinary
fetum for his labour.

It s intended that assistance should be provided on the basis of
character and ability rather than security. It is hoped that ultimately any
‘member of the Society with a sensible proposition, will be assisted by
the Society although at the start it is inevitable that the Society will not
have the resources necessary to assist everyone. It should be possible (0
overcome this lag comparatively early in the ent

An example of how the plan works is (0 be found in the case of a
Nova Scotia experiment operated with great success on similar lines. A

10 enable him to cam his living as a carrier. His case was examined. It
‘was found that he had every reasonable chance of eaming his living and
the truck was purchased on his behalf, with the result tha the cost was
less than it was on the open market.

Aftera f i emed fell i,
He was unable to work and under the ordinary course of events th ruck

Assocation, which was interested only in creating a livelihood for its
membersand nc in e sl of rucks, the prolem was approsced

todrive
the truck; the camings were paid to the Association oy paid from them
the hired man's wages and gave the balance 10 the sick owner (o enable
him 10 keep his home together during his illness. When, a few months
e, he rcovered he had o nly i rck bt o i bsiness. The

had succeeded in maintaining his livelihood.

NO PROFITS
Just as there s no charity in the plans formulated there is also no
profits for the Society. Any money eamed by the Society through its
‘operations wil the the .
‘Eamings or surplus will be use exclusively for the development of
the Society and the providing of additional funds to finance fresh
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Asthur Alder and Les Trevena were using a number of pack-horses o
transport petrol and other supplies from Hill End to the mine site. Each
‘pack-Horse carried about 160 Pounds weight of goods. A large order of
rocerics and othr tems wee delivered t Pisly’ sand. Ths orer
as rom Becch' Hill End sor, and Norman Cros delivered the order
pack-horses.

it g i the beawy river gravel was very hard work,
particularly in hot summer weather. Dad's diary mentions temperatures
up to 105 degrees (40 C) In addition to the heat and hard work, living
conditions for the workers were far from easy. The men were living in
tents and apart from a trial period of community eating, that proved

unsuceessfal, they had to prepare and cook their own food.
Y was srick by he good humour and malship o the men, working
‘Their only asa

or
reading or writing 0 daylight hours.

One of the syndicate members was Harry Fisher, a retired bank
manager, and a great lover of the sun. To achieve an all-over suntan,
Harry usually worked in a scanty loin cloth. On this particular day he
was working with Sam Ellis and Morrie Judge, excavating the diversion
canal, and this required them o shovel the gravel into a dray. The day
was very hot and as usual, in such conditions, Harry was wearing his
Join cloth. During lunch time conversation, dad, who was always called
Enie, said fo Sam: "You are not cating very much today, has the heat
upset you
its errys “Bronze Ettie' winking at me all moming that has spoiled my
appetite’

T Lter years | worked with Sam' brothr, Jack and their cousin Red
Jack Ellis. Both had a marvellous sense of humour, They were always

o the current problem. This ability to tell an appropriate joke at the
right time relieved the tension and frequently assisted in over coming the
difficulty.

‘Afer leaving Piesley's Iskand, some of the syndicate members ol
back to Junction flat at the confluence of the Taron. My brother Ivor-
Morrie Judge started working on the Four-ounce vein at the Valentine

Company. Even when looking for clay it seemed that we could not get
avay from gold.
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Two more holes were suk, yielding 41 ounces of gold, and a further
11 ounces of gold was recovered from odd quantities of wash left
untreated from previous work.

Lefi: First hole put down in the river bed Of the Macquarie at Piesleys

Island, Herb Maris and Walter Oats working in the boltom of the hole.

Right: Log and stone dam across the Macquarie, Ivor Goodwin in the
round.

‘Atthe end of March 1933 heavy rain fell on the upper reaches of the
siver. When the flood waters reached Picsley's sland, the dam held, but

or more of water was flowing over the op of the dam. This completely
destroyed our workings. The flooding combined with results that had
[nllcn e of Gapepalons Gt i A, e

P addiion o the synicatc members e men vorking o the il
Il projctwee: i Tuckey, Waltr Ow, Sam i, Bob Lincol,

jack Ellis, Herb Maris, Ivor Goodwin, De Courcy Browne: and myself,
aged 16 years, lending a hand.
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Chapter 12

The River People

‘Working the river alluvial for gold required certain skills and local
knowledge, and because of this, only a few Hill End miners went to the
ivers gold digging. In the 1930s there was only a limitcd number of
diggers that were capable of geting any worthwhile gold
Kimm was 2
alluvial, and had particular knowledge of the Macquaric River gold
mining. In the 1930s Billy and his three sons, Lindsay, Gordon and
Ronnie, owned a sheep property. But during slack periods on their
‘property they would g0 1o theriver gold digging.
1 was with Dad, when we met Billy Kimm and his three sons
working on the river. They had been sinking holes in the drift al a spot
itk *

the M:
the earliest workings on the river, and an area where most miners would
have thought the gold would have been long gone. However, the Kimms
‘were able o show us a nice sample of gold they had washed out of the
river drift in a hole they had put down on ifs bank. Apart from the
Kimms there were a few other casual river miners, such as Tommy
‘Thompson and Arthur Alder, who, during dry spells, when waer was
scarce around the Hill End alluvial diggings, would head for the river.
Others who lived on the river included; Sammy Trevena, Paddy
McCartney, Les Everrett, Alf Johnson, Ben Piesley. Charlie Maris was
another good river miner although he did not live permanently on the
river. Most of these diggers lived lonely and Spartan lives and in several
cases the search for gold, or the power of the river, resulted in their
deaths.

Paddy McCarthy died a lonely death when he attempied to cross the
flooded Macquarie River, and it was not until many days after his death,
that his body was found. The flooded river had forced the body into the.
fork of a submerged oak tree, and held it there until a drop in the river

It was ironic that a man who had spent so many years living on the
banks of the Macquarie, should eventually fall victim to the flood waters
of the river that had helped to sustain him during much of his life.
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Mum
It would just be hung over the open fire in the living room fireplace and
hot coals would be shovelied onto its li
At Easter time, mum would get some compressed yeast from the
he

the tantalising aroma of spices and yeast. We would soak the buns in
butter, and eat them whilst still hot. Easter buns are still such a strong
i 1

displayed in the baker's shop I can immediately recall that beautiful
iy aroma. bt when 1y hebun y dreams are haiced and 1 ind
nothing to compare with those my mother
nas was  tme fo puddings, akes, poulty, prossed tongoe,
‘brawn, ham, mixed pickles, and nuts in shell. Raspberry syrup, ginger
Yo dndbop e mocwma.waepxqmam brewed at home. We had
nine i have
o

p .
‘mountains of food to feed the family and visitors.

“The role of women in the 1920s and 19305 was vastly different from
the 1980s and 1990s. Any young woman unlucky enough (o have an
illegitimate child was almost an outcast and was considered (0 have
brought shame to the family. Sex was a taboo subject and few parenis
discussed sex with their children. The most innocent reference 10 sex in
‘any form usually brought an embarrassing silence (0 the room.

In 1921 there was grave concem over the latest fashions in women's
dress, which critics claimed were immodest and immoral. They said;
“Skirts have been steadily rising since the war and now thousands of
‘women are revealing the calves of their legs’. In 1931, in a 16,000-word
Encyclical Pope Pius XI called on all Catholics 10 stem the tide of sexual

Very few married women were expected 1o work, partly because it was
i w©

her family and house were so time consuming.

Running 2 household in the 19305 had many chores: daming socks;
patching clothes; bailing water into the copper for the weekly wash.
copper was fed with chips or wood, the clothes were lifted out o the
copperinto ! pot stick.
hand washed and rung-out they were pegged on (o lines supported by
clothes props, and many a washing ended in the dust when the props were
dislodged by iners wi
carrying them t0 the stove or open fire, 10 provide hot water for the
family baths, or in later years, if you were lucky enough to have a chip
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e had half a pennyweight of gold in the dish. To dad, the gold was far

feresting than the valusble and extensive clay deposit we had
found. We did gt a few ounces around the bottom of the shaft but not
‘enough to put us off our main objective which was fire clay.

We also mined fire clay from a tunnel driven in under Mount
‘Panorama Bathurst. It had a high silica content and had a different usage
1o the clay from Puggoon this was fine and with a high alumina content.

‘However, so0n we were back at Hill End looking for gold. This time
‘we went underground.
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climate, to test Hill End's suitability for the commercial growing of
stoned fruit.

‘The following has been taken from a brochure that was printed, in
onder (o explain the scheme o th general public.

s "o-Operative
Society Limited should do anything within the limits of is resources 1o
advance the welfare of the distict, to provide employment, training in
home industries and, in addition, a Community House where facilties
ould e forcukima develogment adacado, et and b iy

ing room. Briefly, anything that has as its motive improved
condiions nighee citsonship. ad oppostamities foc Individual
advancement all come ambit of the Community Advancement
Society.
1t is intended that it should be an organisation for the physical,
il and Skl dEioprcat of o Mk, o provic the
ecessary finance and o be completely dissociated from any polmc;.l

’s representatives and seek to provide a sensible method B

Soance wihin e existing order of things. There is nothing unorthodox.

or revolutionary about the proposals. It is merely the adoption of an
Y 3

The Beginnings

‘The plan had its beginning in the meeting of a small study group at

the Hill End Rectory. The group became determined to formulate a plan

that would enable something to be done for and by the people of Hill End
rul ¢

an existence. It was fel that circumstances and environment should not
be allowed to dominate the life of those, who anxiously seeking
development, found themselves through financial and other limitations
focsd i of kel i
It is hoped that the ct vido o e of elping the
young men and women of mn ot and e, people in simil
uild their

eoviing 2 mcane o Uvelbood w3 i of  exendingtekc menul
developr it
social mghpmm gl through i evenings, music,
games and the provision of a good It

“There is nothing charitable about the enterprise. Those. who
e it it mcrey 1o 1 Srnaon o £ Sty have oo >
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Chapter 21
WW?2 and the Affect on Hill End

;AL 8 pm Easten Austalian time on the evening of 3 S
at Britain's
lllempls 10 proserve peace had faild. Seventy-five minutes lner,
Australian listeners heard their own prime minister, Robert Menzies,
declare it his melancholy duty to confirm officially that Britain was at
war with Germany and, as a result, Australia was also at war.

‘There were no brass bands to lead men t0 the recruiting centres in the.
summer of 1939 and the decision to cut soldiers' pay from 8 shillings
(80c), a day o 5 shillings (50) did not increase enthusiasm. However,
many Hill End men were among the first t0 volunteer. The departure to
= i e 5 e 30
tempo of war increased, the Hill End population decreased.

‘The Hill End men fought overseas firstin the European conflict and
Iater in the Pacific war.Some  were taken prisoner of war and worked on
a Railway: others lost their lives. For many the transition back
1o civilian life was difficult but the country men and women seemed to
adapt to change more easily than city dwellers.

‘Those that remained at home set about helping the war effort by any
means in their power. A local branch of the Australian Red Cross was
formed, and a considerable amount of money was raised for Red Cross
war acti A town committee organised farewell dances for those.
departing for service in the fighting forces. In true Hill End style the
community joined together in helping the war effort. As the only venue,
fordances et The Royal Hall phye.d an important part in community

the local ladies supplwd he food for supper.

Donald Dove and his wife Jean made a major contribution to this fund
raising, providing what was then called "Canned Music", an amplifying

system tum-table. In

playing records, the frequent changing of records, sclecting suitable
records for each particular type of dance, required constant, expert
attention. Donald Dove’s hobby was building and repairing radios and
‘amplifying equipment, and he was well qualified and very wiling 0 play
the part of music maker and master of ceremonies. He was a most good-
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No. 4: METRIC CONVERSIONS

DISTANCE AND AREA
Linch 254 cent
1foot 030 metre
Lyard 091 metre
1 mile 1.60 kilometres
Lacre 040 hectare

WEIGHT
1 peanyweight (dwt) Latgms
1 ounce (0z.) 34 grams
1 pound (1b) s kilograms
Unndrdvegh () 3640Kiograns
NB. 12 0z gold 'y ooy weighy
MONETARY
1penny @) Toent
num 3 cents
5 cents

Teniling 10cents

10 shillings 1
1 pound
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Litle Sandy Hole Macquarie River, just below the Root Hog.

Will Ogilvie mentions the Macquarie River in the second and last

verses of his

‘The Bush My Lover

The sill night wraps Macquarie;
The white moon, drifiing slow,
Takes back her silver glory

From watching waves below;

To dalliance I give over

Though half the world may chide,
And clasp my one true Lover
"Here on Macquari side.

The Al D vt
The river-oaks ast

What heat werelorn ofhmnx
That had no love but

Tilllast red stars are llghled
And last winds wander West,
Her troth and mine are plighted-
The lover I love best !
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‘without any intention of personal gain. They have been inspired solely
by the principles of citizenship and the desire to help those who are
willing (o help themselves. The success or failure of the whole plan
depends upon the people themselves.

"It is hoped that much wil be possible amongst those at present
unemployed, or dependent upon fossicking for a hazardous living, but
even more importantly it is t0 help the boys and girls who are leaving
schoal without prospects of employment or wilhout any reasonable

ance of becoming responsible citizens. Obviously the society must do
m uimost 0 remedy th st ofafis hat s a hepresent me but

o the mumber arady fnding it 1 he more of a ensence hn an
adventure in mental and spritual development.”

‘We will never know if this grand and altruistic scheme would have
‘worked or not. The war decpened, the main organisers of the scheme soon
became involved in some aspect of the fighting forces o war work and
the planning came (0 halt. After the war, with ample work available and
many of the young people to whom the scheme was aimed no longer
living at Hill End, the idea was never revived.

1 was amember of the committee and must admit that  together with
a number of others, was swept up in a wave of enthusiasm, all quite
‘convinced that the scheme would be successful.

Had the Co-Op worked it would certainly have mad Hill End unique
and who knows! The establishment of cottage industries and other
schemes that were in the pipeline could have produced permanent
industries in the town as wellas being atractive 10 ouriss.
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No. 3: Index of Teachers who presided Hill End
Public School 1923-1966.

JETHOMPSON 1923
JOSEPH HARRIS 1928
JACK PAULING 1929
T, 1932
JAMES GAMBLE 1935
(GS Relieving. 1936

JOHN BRITT Relieving 1936
OWEN MARTIN 1938
HARRY WALPOLE 1941
WILLIAM NICHOLSON 1946
E. PURSER 1949

JOHN B. FITZGERALD 1952
THOMASL. 1956
MO CONNOR Ralicrirg 1956
DAREL M. MULLEN 1958
COLIN JOYCE 1963
TOM SHUKER 1966

‘The following list of assistant teachers may not be complete, and
apologies are extended to any who have been inadvertently omitted.
Although the date of their tour of duty is not known we consider the
following list indicates the order in which they served at Hill End.

OLIVE BARCLAY, E.V.PULLEY, E.BARLOW, GWEN McDONALD

BRUCE HILL, R HENICKIE, JOCK SNEDDON, RON WRIGHTSON,

MONA CONN, HERB GUIHOT, JUNE DWYER, GEORGE

WILLIAMS, ROGER SNAPE, DOROTHY COLLEY, ANN

KEARNEY, ELIZABETH BOWMAN, R WALSH, GRAHAM ONELL,
IAN PERREIRA, LORRAINE SHUKER.

It s of interest to note that in the carly twenties that the school
enrolment was about 85, by 1927 with only 52 children enroled, the

assistant Miss E.Pulley, was removed, the school remained without an
assistant teacher until 1932, when school numbers had risen to 61 and
Miss E.Barlow was appointed.
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In our youth we walked the ten or twelve miles to reach our favourite

part of the river. In our later years we rode horses. With the luxury of

horses, we were able t0 extend the length of our rips; in addition, we
in the way of food or blankets;

h themsel
In the summer months we would swim naked in the lukewarm waer

pleasure until we were exhausted.

Our hunger was satisfied by mixing up some flour and waer for a
damper, this was then cooked in the ashes of the camp fire. The damper
‘whille still hot was soaked with butter and liberally topped with tomato
and cheese.

‘were lucky enough to catch a yellow belly or a cod, we would
split it down the middle, clean it, then bend it open il lat. The fish

hard dish in which the. rsh cooks in it own juice. This s a del
method for cooking Murra

e e il o that i
the past had ured pople ik Paddy, Ben. Les, Sammy, and. Dad o
spend such solitary liv

My brother Kem, now i his 805, and myself in my 70's decided to
see if our memories of the iver were true or false. With this in mind we
240w o Sty s b ves o sresl desaton blng e
Randwick water hole on the Macquarie Ris

Age dictated et nm e comtort of oft e, leping bags ad acar
©

We coutd sl e h s of th ivers s ‘beauty of the night

sky. We sat by the camp fire, talking about river trips we had shared in

ouryouth The sweet scent ofth buming sh-oak twgs swirled wound
‘We talked late

et Soutin Cross tum-over.

The nextday o youg chap aived at our camp.He s e was an
accountant from Bathurst. He had decided to take a break from the office
and spend the day fishing. e seened n o ey oo i 3 e d
after yaming for a couple of hours, he accepted an invi
for lunch.

Afier lunch more yams, and by this time we had come to realise that
the soporific effect of the Macquarie was working in the same way as it
had half a century earlier. As if he had read our thoughts, our young
visitor said: "I have found it so o pesceul s elasing ber onte river
that I can't be bothered fishing
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T

themselves into an enthusiastic group, building new homes and forming
Sty b

yund of two-stroke engines broke the silence of the night
asa numb« of people installed 32 or 12 volt home lighting plants.
Electri itch was a by kerosene.

candles!

Sk K i Biiohix FSigbskn, opeeute i 3 Ksusiee
flame, found their way into many homes, as did. walnw combustion
cooking ranges that were fitted with hot water systems. There were also
slow combustion wood buming room heaters. Saw benches took the

open fire fuelled with wood.
More water tanks were installed and water laid on to bathrooms and

‘were painted in brighter colours, the era of modem, easy-to-apply house

‘powered with 2, or 6 volt wet plate batteries, that
had 1o be taken to Bathurst (o be recharged, and any acid spill during
transit became a problem and we had (0 have lead fined boxes fitted to
accommodate the batteries,

Apa fioa thoss modern improvements and the better living

1c being enjoyed, Hill End was still much the same as it

a0 been o -war. The isolation and very restricted cmployment
al

‘To myself and many others, Hill End still presented an appeal

Tifestyle, where it was possible once again to enjoy a riendly and caring

commanity life. Because the price of gold had not moved with inflation

gold mining was no longer an atiractive means of earning a livelihood.

depended on gold in the past had (o seck altemative.

employment.
“There was a backlog of rural work, mainly due to lack of labour

Sourc of employment. Thers were also employment opportuitics with
the Turon Shire Council and the Prickly Pear Eradication Commission.
Others went back to the family grazing property.

‘With many ing 1o civilan lifc

war, it was natu
bl Joca couples, fhers brought home parners,
whom
parts of post war Australia, Hill End enjoyed a rl\\noibzby ‘boom.
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humoured man, willing to help anyone, and it was always a joy to be in
Mscongeny,

n numerous occasions during the war years, the Dove family made

the lnng trip from Ullamalla, bringing with them the somewhat

bersome amplification equipment and then at two or three o,clock in

the morning, making the long trip home. This family, like many other

families in the Hill End i, ave untining o time and morey to

belpand e e fllr

Duing e wor yeare, the w i ot B s i

he st 10 e, and the majory of hose who departedd ot again

take up residence in the town. The loss of these younger memb:ls of the

wmlld eventually lead to social changes within the town, It was a
nnmpommeqmu v how do you get them back (0 a small
Sydney

and the provincial owns?
During the war years petrol was rationed and the private car owner

gency travel.
in this way the

I ly
of the town.

‘To some extent this isolation was eased by a passenger bus Bob
Lincoln had purchased just prior to the war. Being an essential service,
and almost the only means of transport for people to travel to Bathurst,
Bob received extra petrol and with the help of a charcoal burning gas
produce, he had fited (0 the bus, he was abe to maintain a elable, if

Hill B

Ron Hodge, who was working under similar circumstances, operating
his freight service with motor trucks, kept the town supplied with all
their general requiremens.

“The motor vehicle and petrol shortage: continued for some time after
the war.So once again the old problem of isolation affected the
‘community. This isolation from the outside society, with restricted
culturl, socil, sporing and emplnymenl opportunities, was of

cular concer (o the younger

“Thos that retumed and dociae to el i the village, joined with
new residents, some of whom were brides, and together they set about
making Hill End a more congenial place to live and bring up their
children.

‘The improved economic conditions, after the war had ended helped
everyone and especially the newly married couples, who soon bonded
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No. 5: Newcomers to Hill End
During the n and Post WW2

‘The following is a list of names of people who came to Hill End
drin th period covered in tisbook. The mlory came during the
depression ocal

3 Towspent e rest of e e o il End.
‘Their reasons for coming to Hill End varied; some were.
i o iy, thes e o i umly o Fca: there was a2
lure of gold; a few came as graziers and some had financial interests in
mining ventures. They all made some contribution to the Social and
economic well-being of the community and in many ways expanded the
horizons of the locals.
‘This list containing 273 names has been compiled with the help of a
few people who lived at Hill End during the period in review, and as we.
y

‘A number of former residents, who had left Hill End in the carly 19205,
s ) e

people are notincluded in thislst

ABSOLOM BILL Carpenter.
ABSOLOM PEG (married Ken Hodge)

ADDICOAT JACK Comnish miner.

ADDICOAT IRIS

ACKERMANN HARRY

ACKERMANN 'NIGGER"

ACKERMANN STAN

ACKERMANN WALLY

ANGER HAROLD First class bike rider.

ARNOLD ARTHUR FREDERICK

ARNOLD MARY MARIA

AUBREY GUS Father and son worked on the Turon,
AUBREY J

AULD BILL Married Ettie Thompson.

AULDJACK

AUSTIN TOM

BAIRSTOW ADELLA Mother of Jack and Tom.

BAIRSTOW JACK. cmm maker,
BAIRSTOW

195
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‘This group of newly married couples, most of whom were siarting a
family, created a core of young people with common interests and
aspirations. To some exten these young couples, and their children
at school, due partly to e baby boom and partly to the innovation of a

school bus, we had a higher grade school with two teachers.

T.am sure, that most of those involved in the town's activities during
this time, wil remember the wonderful community spirit that prevailed
and the happy and safe mvimnmm that Hill End provided for their
children. My children and my nicces, who were part of this period, till

il End with deal of affection. They
oftn say Ut hey would ke theis chilien io hav expericaced the
and freedom that they knew in their childhood.

smn activities such as tennis, gnl( cricket, football and rifle
range shooting were supported with enthusi

Hill End Football Team 1952
L 10 R BiRow: Kevin Eldridge, CIiff Fuge, Const Fitzgerald, John
urns, Barry Ellis, Jack Ells, Jim Tunbridge.
Lto R FiRow: Mick Byrnes, George Williams Peter Burns, Ted
Wovlard, Al Tubridge, Hers Wolrd.
"Mascot Gray Goodwi
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will also be be given for indeterminate loans to cover those people who
in effect wish o give a donation 10 the Sacety. A the Society does not

‘A contributing plan for lending 1o the Society wil also be instituted
‘whereby people may pay any amount to the Socicty - the amount 10 be:
credited to

ill interest
Amounts raised by these means will be used to finance the various
enterprises of the Society. In addition the Society wil raise funds from
nominal membership subscriptions and once industries have been
established, from the marketing of goods produced and any enterprise
financed by the society for providing employment.
In the initial stages all services to the Society will be given

justify the appointments.

CONCLUSION

‘The plan has been devised to help people to help themselves. It

savours neither of charity nor philanthropy. It seeks only to provide the

means of providing employment and to encourage ideals of higher

ciizcaship. To give 2 meaning o Kife and 1o ensue the maximum
people under its influence.

o it toth above Aims nd Qiectives pamphlct.thete was
also a long article printed in "The Week-End Magazine" of "The Westem
Times" printed in Bathurst on twenty-fourth. February 1940, The article
was entitled "God Helps those who help themselves". This article laid

the Co- in very glowi

the article by writing :-
* In simple words, through of co-operate devel th

seek to give mankind both the means and the facility to live n its truest
sense. To offer adventures in art and culture as well as in the material
things of lfe, and in the course of a generation or two 1o permeate a
virile spirit, offering all that most modest people ask of lfe - health,
happiness, entertainment and culture. The right to live as distinct from
the right 10 exist. And once that ight has been provided the way is open
to even higher things, for the paths of contentment and carthly
comradeship leads inevitably to the greater mystery and the greater joy,
the path of God.
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‘were mining on Klondyke Point on the Turon River. The death of these.
two men was a grievous blow to the Maris family, and their friends. As
in most mining towns the death of miners while working underground

father and son was deep and sincere. Dad was very upset, he had known
the family since childhood. They were fellow miners and the accident
Qccumed s 8 s vry clos (o where grandfather Goodvin had
commenced his first gold mining venture in

My uncle, Dave e il vhe § bk of alluvial wash
collapsed on him, causing instant death. The accident occurred at the
junction of the Turon and Macquaric Rivers. At the time Dave, ogether

‘with dad, and Nap Lougher were hydraul
writes in his diary for 23rd. July 1913: "My

saddest day in my life. Stricken with grief and sorrow". A newspaper
report states, that on the day of Dave Goodwin's funera the two Hill End

miners and friends attended the funeral.

Les Everett was another river dweller. The Everett home was situated
on the edge a gully to the westem side of Bald Hill. The area is still
fenced i i

Les, decided that Hill End was 100 crowded and made up his mind o
move (0 a spot on the Turon River. On the opposit side of the river to
Les's home is a high rocky bluff. This sheer rock face is still known as
Everns Bl His iver hide away could nly b reschd by walking o
8 horse down a narrow and winding tack. The ground Les had

fine orchard and an extensive
Cloice peaches and water melons were specals amongst a wide
variety of fruit and vegelables. As a teenager I made many a trip to this
Little Eden; sometimes on a social call, at other times to purchase fruit
and vegetables for mum.
‘Young people were always welcomed by Les and while filling their

ty

he would beguile his guests with tales of the river. His garden was a

haven for native birds and possums that were all very partal to the

smorgasbord of ru
1

from these trips with ies of a
warm and caring person who ing in complete harmony with
nature. Les's whole demeanour was one of kindness and understanding,
pehaps hisaiude was the el o his tranquil and ncomplicated
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onto the quartz which had been evenly shovelled into the battery box.
The noise within the battery shed was ear shattering as each stamper

for
vibrated with this massive mechanical onslaugh.

Dad, was underground manager at The Deep Levels mine and as he
went 1o work each day, I often wen 0 our front gate (o wave him good-
bye. T would linger at the gate 5o that I could watch some of the miners

Their uniform dress was, grey flannel shirt, synthetic moleskin

. bowyangs and blucher boots. Afer the miners had all passed,

‘my next interest would be to watch out for the horses and drays, their

steel tyres making a loud crunching sound as the wheels passed over the
quarntz that formed |

T days woud be oaded with frcwood and tmber G the min

ramed

Tt and Ty, Chste Toompson tscd a onehors dray, and i
brothers Jake, Dick and Jim frequently assisted with cutting and stacking
the wood

‘wood they carted was obiained from green timber feled on the
Hill End Common. Before being used in the steam boilers the wood was
st very g sacks e min where it s alowed b .

i i hy o A ik i G, oo i & Ak of
‘wood measuring 128 cubic feet, the accepted measurement being a stack
5x5x5 feet

Thesn ware socu el suemen cagaged I culns wood ki
timber for the mine,and there was a great deal of rivalry as to which
e S8 o 1 sk & £ oF o T th it Joit
‘Bennett and Jack Denman were two out-standing axemen and could cut

nd
One e Corsi el e & b Boveit Beimertbonsy
ey stack. As
cighieen inches in Jamcter it had 10 be transported to Hm Endin m
ieces.

ihe stack had {0 be boled ogethe. TS operation req\uled

crawl up inside the stack uniil the joint was reached and then fit bolts
illed holes, 5o that i

sl A
ive years of age, small enough 1o fit the pipe and living very
close 1o he s, This Qualiled me for my it ob. Mum vas veey
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enterprises. As the plan develops it s probable that the Society iself

It cannot be emphasised 00 strongly however, that the Society will
2o mako prufis or . gain o any indvideal. |t s eseialy il
and i

s & sty amployed and making a respectable living, i
hoped that the Society's funds will be available for such enterprises as
housing ety ‘community services. There is no limit 0 the
activities of the society in the direction of improving the welfare of the
community.

COMMUNITY HOUSE

‘The Community House which it is hoped to establish at Hill End in
the beginning will be designed to be the headquarters of the Society, and
also 1o be self supporting. The main features of the community house:
will be  library, reading room and faciltcs forinstruction in trades and

‘The cost of these services will be maintained by means of nominal
subscriptions which members will be asked to pay on a weekly or
‘monthly basis. The subscriptions will of course be within the limits of

means of after school education and to do all things possible for the
cultural development of citizens. The aim of the Society wil be to
provide people the means of enjoying life, to obain a new
conception of living and forget for all time the fact of mere existen
‘Commonity Howse vl of couse,be 8 co-operaie affir and i i
intended that members of the Society will assist in s growth. Thus,
boys receiving instruction in woodwork, would help in the construction
of shelves for the library and fumiture for the rooms; girls receiving

fundamentals which inspire the Society. There will be no limit to its
ultimate achievement.

FINANCE

‘The finance of the society will depend upon two main me The
first will be by share capital and loans upon which the Society will pay
interest at a nominal rate - probably 2 per cent per annum. The minimum
‘period for which these loans will be excepted will be two years and after
that time will be subject to withdrawal at one months notice. Facilities

189
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Paddy, like most of the river people, had lived a very solitary
existence. His home was a tent ly, made with com bags sewn together;
the fly, was thrown across aridge pole that was supported by two forked
sticks about one and a half metres high. The back end of the_shelter was
filled i with a few gumleaf boughs,the front end open o the sun by day
and the stars by night. The bed was she-oak needles, or dry grass, spread
on the ground and covered with com bags, and for warmth a couple of
hreadbare blankets

Groceries, such as flour, tea, sugar etc. were all kept in bags hanging
from the ridge pole. Two or three billy cans, a frying-pan and a pint pot
completed his equipment.

He cooked dampers in the ashes, ate fish or rabbits when ever he
could catch them. If he caught extra fish he would keep them alive for
s v i i ks Wikt cage; sobimecsod b o

" Whenever my itk o 5 e M s
paid Paddy a v -amp always had a temporary appearance, almost
T v o g o o o sy
around the camp.

"Paddy was a man of few words, and although my father knew him
. ool ofis kit o s Gl

ome et odeuts When i shopping was cnmpkxad he set out on
his long walk back to the river. If the mood took him, he camped
‘whenever darkness fell. Afer all there was 1o one (0 worry if he did or

on the side of the track and his home on the river.

Ben Piesley lived on the Turon River just down stream from where
Oaky Creek joins the river. His wattle and daub house was a palace
compared with thase of other river dwellers. The main source of income
was from working the river alluvial for gold. Living was cheap, there
was always fish, wild duck or rabbit for roasting or stewing,

He had
searchers found his body at a spot known as the "Peach Trees", a spot
near the Randwick water hole on the Macquarie River. The body was
badly decomposed when finally found and the actual cause of his death
remains a mystery.

‘Charle Maris and his son Paddy met a tragic death when an alluvial
mining tunnel in which they were working collapsed and they were

: i ther
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‘The tennis teams always had a picnic lunch on match days and at the
‘end of the day there was often a sing-song around the piano.
“The same group of people who played tennis also attended sy

group were constantly reinforced with frequent social contact. ‘T
community friendship was a very caring and deeply satisfying form of
social enrichment, and friendships were formed that were to last a life

tizens associations were formed with intent to improve the town
and all its community facilites. Trustees for the Common, Hospital
e

improving these facilites.
‘The coming of the artists to d and the discovery of the
Holtermann collection of photographs generated state wide media
Hill i

as daily papers and radio. As motor cars and the petrol to fuel them
became more available, the widespread publicity Hill End had received,

g
Post war Australians were becoming much more conscious of their
history and with better economic conditions and motor cars easier to
‘obtain, people were more mobile. The trip from Sydney to Hill End was
10 longer a barrier to this new type of Australian tourist. Thus the
‘publicity that Hill End received ftted the times.
e peope who whocame o il nd wereatrctd fr a number of
. Some were interested in art, some in history, some came for
Shting and fshing, 50d diggig, gology, others st for a peaceful
holiday. For others the publicity had regenerated an interest in some of
their ancestors that had lived at Hill End in the early days. Some iz
people who had lived at Hill End during the depression returned to re
her links with the town.
‘The increased number of visitors encouraged the townspeople to
provide enterainment that would interest th visitors and would also be

that were organised were based on gold mining methods or local
indusre, such s sawilng grazing and leaf cutting. These sports
days were very popular both with locals and visitors and the profits were:
used 10 improve town facilfies.

“The number of tourist visiting Hill End  gradualy ncesed bt the
resident population continued to decrease. The opportunities for more:
satisfying and permanent employment that was opeing up n Bthsl
o leave
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r February 195

JBeck EF.Hocking
W.Bemnett 1 Hocking
R Burkinshaw ALongmore
W.Byme J Longmore
R
CLawson
CPatterson
P.Piston
W,
JReid
E.Thompson
R Fraser W.Trevena
W.Frenzel C.Trevithick
L Gamer NWe
W.Godwin EWoolard
E Hocking V.Woolard

Rates of pay were as follows:-

Mine Manager $37.80
Engine Drivers 52020
Miners 51640
Blacksmiths $2030
Gen. Hands $1540
Carpenters 213

Tocome taxranged fum 30 cens (070 cets er ek
2%

ed approximately
Angus Longmore was the Mine Manager.

192

Devon Gold Mining Company Pay Sheet
for
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‘The social, sporting and community organisations were invaded by
young and enthusiastic members. Increased membership helped to
revialise th Countzy Women's Assoiaion, Red Cross, Church Guid,

3 Discusion Group vers fomed and both were well g Toe

e Dlgse( Hm‘_kmg. G et B g pusbicd'a
modem 16mm projectors, and on March 29 of that year commenced
Tegia screning of ims. Th. ‘opening program was Naughty Marieta,
Saciny Jomt MeDoealt s Nelson B, Al

ion the film projectors were sold (o the Devon Gold Mining
Company and Bill s became the proeciois.

operated
the theatre included:-

Bogart and Lizabeth Scott;
.. Allbritton;

Together Again, Charles Boyer and Irene Dunne;
Voice of the Whistler, Richard Dix and Lynn Merrick.

Bill Nicholson was the school headmaster and both he and his wife
fited it 1 the commuity spct hat prevalled n the town i this st

m:wulveryplwunbhmdhappypawdfuﬂlﬂmumwm

Apan fom the generl soring o comminty faictons g W
large partcs in private homes, wool-shed dances, picnics, annual balls,
festivals and sports days.
There wasa number of tenns clubs functioning in Hill End and
“Tambaroora. Most o the grazing properties had a tnis court and with
foini s, they were able (0 field
strong tennis teams. This resulted in a circuit of tennis matches that
occupied the full tennis season. We played maiches with Rayners at
Grathlyn, Seamans at Avia, Sallys Flat Village, Prices at Pymul e
villags of Windeyer, Crudine, Turondale, Sofala, Wattle Flat, Har
and an occasional game with a Bathurst team.
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“That is why we can find the school teacher, the policeman, the rector
and all other worthy citizens working harmoniously for the common end
- because it leads 10 the ultimate that man asks, peace of mind on this
earth and peace of sou n the worldto come.

*And the fact that we have 10 go to Hill End to sce the birth of a

places in which began even greater things in the history of mankind".
One of the first endeavours of the Co-Operative was to secure
‘permission o use part of the Hill End Hospital as club rooms; this was
done and some of the young adults started a hobbies and games night
oncea week.
Children were supervised in hobbies and games for two hours one
night per week,
of activities.
perts from the Agricultural Department visited Hill End and took
soil samples and advised on suitable crops for the distict, both for the
harvesting o fresh vegetables and fruit and also the harvesting of seed.
With land and equipment available carly success of the Co-Operative
seemed assured.

It will be obvious that, a great deal of the hope and expectations of
this scheme, was engendered by the pvvcﬂy and unhappiness, that had

el 10 gard st s povey ot o s
offer some hope.
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Les also had a house in Hill End, it was situated almost opposite the.
Rr:yal B, 0 o e e G o 5 o
P

Hewas justone of (e many ive dwellers whose qustlves were

moulded by the thythms of the seasons. Some sought the solitary life on

the river (0 escape from some personal problem and for most of these.

people the solution (o their problems was found on the banks of the

Turon; tranquilliy was easy to achieve when the only intrusion on the:
e ; e

of the ripples.
‘Another river dweller was AIf Johnson. AIf ived in a stone house,
that was situated a short distance upstream from the Randwick Water
Hole. One side of the house was the stone retaining wall of the Bridie
“Track road. The crumbling walls of ths house can st be seen attached
10 1oad. A peach tree, no doubi the result of a peach stone discarded by
the fmer coeopa L grovig s 0 i o wall
D 3 Mt v o o e e e o e copatsly
n aris tht e kept daring s fctime. Even n i 705 and
0 my s al v 0 oot M o Tron Rivs
each point we visited he would be abl (0 quote an experience or
i, om s s ke Y s oter s, bad wrked o the
banks of the Turon or the Macq
1 was inviable hat s tres sons would e e i oveof e
Rivers. My two brothers and I were always keen to embark on a trip to
the river, and we always forgot the problems we had on our previous
trips: such as how hard the ground was to sleep on: the cold dawns; the
‘wet nighis; the hot noons and the time the horses left us twelve miles
from home.

‘We remember only the beauty and solitude of those isolated places
s ot eices sl comont oncas and i the oy soukds
that break the silence are the sounds of the i

Our memories are of nights slecping e & gy o€ vt
shone like diamonds. Our lullaby was in the she-oaks blending with the
cry of night birds, the splash of ducks, the distinctive plop and swish of
the platypus, and at our slightest movement, the friendly nicher of our

‘Wonderful memories.

Ostensibly my brothers and I went to the Macquarie to fish, but
fishing was a very secondary part of our trip. The brotherly
companionship, and our love of the bush and the river were the re
enjoyment.
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Chapter 20

Turon Community Advancement
Co-Operative

In 1939 the depression was still being felt in Hill End and a number
of citizens were concemed at the high level of unemployment amongst
the younger members of the commaunity. With litle prospect of long
term employment_those young people who were in a position to do so
‘were leaving the town, in order o look for work in the provincial towns
or cites. The departure of the young people from any commanity  points
104 bleak future.

At this time a discussion group had been formed, and regular
meefings were held in the Church of England Rectory. Reverend Alan
Laing was the rector. Our objectives were to discuss and debate political,
social, and community affairs. The group consisted of people from all
sections of
1o the town. We had a connection with Sydney University and were
supplied with various instructive booklets that provided material for

open discussion.

Tt was from discusions by this group that a plan was formulated to
assist the town by starting a community project that would promote

On the 23rd. an 1540, e Toron Community Advamcénsor Co-

Reverend AW Laing, C of E mmr OE.Martin, Headmaster P.S;
AK.Scott grazier; F.Lamb, Storekeeper; Frank Hocking, Engineer; and
J.Sneddon Assistant School teacher.

the society itious, and if World

War 11
for the people of Hill End. We printed a brochure to explain the plan and
this information was picked up by the press and received favourable
comment from the community at large

1 was a member of the group that was actively interested in the co-
‘operative, and before joining the AIF was engaged in several aspecs of
the scheme. My pare Spaion incuded organising veeklyscia sighs
for children
with the Depariment of Agrculure, in an mvmgmn privegin
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was then almost 70 years of age, retired, or at least we thought he had.
‘The mine has not been worked since.

‘After a brief break away from mining, dad retumed to his life-long
Jovo s apen e et 10 o 13 yous mpervising ud advisog o
various mining ventures around Hill End. He lived a very happy and
active life, he approached old age full of fight, still showing how strong
and fit he was. He was very even tempered, and remained active and
interested in gold mining untl the day he died.

My father was a great walker and continued walking long distances,
well into his 80s. Wiea visking my e s Pendie Eil e tsquenty

valked into Parammatta to do some shopping. In his late seventies he
thought nothing of w:.lkmg from Hill End to the junction of the Turon
and Macquarie Rivers, and on several other occasions to Piesley' Island
and Dixon's Long Point, the latter being a distance of about 1

One entry in his diary, written when he was 78, remarked that he did
ot know what was the matter with him, because he felt tired after a 12
miles walk (0 the Macquarie.

By the 1940s the Hill End younger generati
had left Hill End, either t0 join the r; ting forces, or to work in
munition factories or other essential industries.Gold mining and

fossicking became almost non existent for the next 4 or § years. Those
hat remained n il End were engaged in runing the cssental
community
of Hill End's economy for the Bk o b e it years.
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"1 Leahy had lease over a lot of grazing country (o the wes, south
and south-cast of Hill End. He would not allow trapping on any of his
properis becaus he considered there were 100 many njrics (0 he

+Mos o the rabbiting o his propenties was caried ot by e
drawn poison cart, that dropped baits of pollard and phosphorus.

qmv‘e»m

‘and strychnine and later histle roots and strychaine. Thistle roots were

dug up, washed, cut into baits and sprinkled with icing sugar, vanilla
essence and, srychnine.

“With one man digging out a divot with a small matiock and his
‘mate coming behind dropping a thistle bait in the divot, they would be
able 0 lay 1000 to 1200 baits between 4 pm and sundown.
oats was another rabbit bait used, very effectiv in killing rabbits, but
also lethal 0 the rative birds.

.
JThe v ppce sl rom 0L 0 s aceding i e e

of the country and the number of rabbit n evidence.
End men who
followed th rade. I good yers tey couk pu enough aside drin th

10 help them over therestof yea.

rabbiterslife was a very rough one. The main tapping season
was i th middle o the Hil End winer, with s heavyfross,rin and
cosy

colddrafty ten_ with a alley,this was a rough srctre aboutcight of
nine feet square with a bark roof and at least two sides covered with bark
1o keep out the prevailing wind. A low stone  fircplace was built on the
open side of the galley. Some of the rabbitrs had crude hut that they
used from year to year.

“The camps were usually equipped with home-made bush fumiture.
“The bed was either a sheet of bark or bags on (0p of poles supportzd by
forky sticks in the ground. Some did not even g0 to this trouble and
insiead would lay a couple of logs on the ground at a sitable distance

6
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In . privte capcty, e o
had a large numt
By 1935 Dr OFtynn wasacing a th local doctr, b an his family
were living at the Hospital. The Hospital was no longer functioning as
an in-patients'instituion, and patiens requiring hospital services were
d

interest tumed to dogs, of which she

“The Hill End District Hospm.l building.
In 1972 restoration work on the building was completed and
the Hospital was opened as a museum and visitor centre.

After WW2 the Sofala Hospital took over the role of District
Hospital. Because of the reluctance of Australian doctors o take up
posionsat small counry bospitals, it wasfsquenly migant docors
who
Hill End once a week, Satmg pmnu at the Hill End Hospital where a
room had been fitied out as a Surgery. Later they moved the e verky
surgery 10 the C.W.A Rooms because of its more central loca

One of the Sofala resident doctors was a Doctor Darling. Towas laer

public he made a huried departure.In spit of ot bing a qulited
Doctor, he
Many ofthe patiens he had sucuss[ully treated were very sad (o se¢ him
0. Although his departure was of necessity very hurried, he stil found
time (o g0 10 a Bathurst businessman and leave Some money (0 cover a
small debt he had with me.
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and a suitable distance from the first line. When they were all set it was
back to the camp, some lunch, then peg out the skins and take in any dry
skins. After a short break it was time 10 start on the sundown catch. On
this run you would just pick up any rabbits caught, and reset the traps in
the same place. Bkaumpmdwgommeshn: Acap e fnd

Somelime he bt esame coming it e it apor
poison. Whenone local trapper, with a dry sense of humour, was asked
how the rabbits were going, he replied: No blnndy g0od:; they won't
poison, they wont trp: and I'm buggered if theyl shoot.
e price of rabbit skins varied from month to month and year to
‘year. The auction system used for selling rabbit skins was most unusual
‘and was probably unique to Hill End. It took place in an area in front of
the Royal Hotel, and the Shop. The system gradually developed as morc
ore skin buyers became interested in the high quality skins that
were a feature of the Hill End market. The frosty cold winter weather
experienced in the Hill End district, improved the weight and quality of
the skins.

“The seller usually had one or two chaff bags of skins and when he.
took his skins to the selling area, he would invite one of the buyers to
‘come and value his skins. The buyer would make a check of skins from
each bag and judge the average quality. At his stage he would offer so
much per pound for the sellers skins. Not expecting this offer to be
accepted, the buyer would then move on and examine the next lot of
skins on offer.

another buyer would check the skins and ask what you had
been o(l‘emd then, if he was interested in the skins he would offer a
LI,

toowould move on.

"This continued untl three or four buyers had given a price on your
skins. If the skins were good quality each buyer would offer a litle more
than the previous buyer. The buyers would then call back periodically to
check the latest offer, and if stll interested offer a stil higher price.
Eventually the bidding would reach a stage where only two buyers were
il interested and the highest bidder then bough the skins.

“In the Hill End district, and no doubt in many other places, the
rabbit was a blessing, and provided many families with a living,
particularly during e we sion years. During periods of low wool

‘going by trapping. Mxxly o! the women set raps i th paddocks cose 1
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the table off her back she just calmly walked out of the kitchen, Dad was
i i for the rest of her

stay.
On another occasion Dad brought home a small piglet, the idea being

o fatien him up and eat him. Little did father know that piglets become.
part of the family, use piglet talk to get whatever they want from
i ed

ly Tove
family pet. Came the time for slaughter; slaughter who! Dad or the pig.

Afiter putting off the evil hour as long as possible, mum and we
children locked ourselves in the house and dad and Frank Anderson

It ook us some time to forgive dad and we never
forgave Frank Anderson; nor did we eat any of our piglet; we proved we.
‘were not cannibals.

On days when mum was cooking I often amused myself by melting
serap lead on the stove and then pouring the molten lead into designs |
had cut out i the clay loor, making lead bangles, ings, play coins efc.
After the moulding was finished the holes in the floor had to be
dampened, filled with clay and smoothed over.

‘We originally had a Colonial Oven, an oblong iron bos fited with a
hinged door. The ends of the stove were set nfo bricks and a gap was left
undemeath. At the back and on top was a six inch gap between the top of

fire in the gap on top, the plate st right on top providing a hot plate.
To the mexprenced these sioves vere fraugh wih proes.

the wood and
the love, Mam ully judgd e tmpestur by plscin he band in
the oven for a second o sprinkling a small quaniity of flour on the oven

slide. This primitive. method o estmating temperatures ubvm\my

e later graduated 0 a Beacon Light stove which was a great
xmpmvemml ‘nd did allow for some temperatur conrol by e of &
anually per or draugh re
The faniy was siwags degd wiew mum decided to cocka neal

ven
mum would give s et by eoul:mx a roast dinner in the r.lmp oven.
‘The dinner baked

Yorkshire mmngA priv camp oven had been emptied and the fat
drained off, we children would be allowed to soak our bread in the
delicious brown gravy leftin the bottom of the oven.
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apart and fill in between them with kangaroo grass, blue bell or bush
leaves.

“Camping equipment was kept 10 a minimum, usually biankets,
billy can, wash dish,

“The menu was restricted 0  very basic diet that fitied into the

beef, cheese, potatoes, pumpkin, onions, bread, butter and a few tins of
bully beef as a stand by. Calico flour bags and sugar bags were usually

"Clothes and hands become permcated with the smell o rabbit,
fr 20 ot becomepar o veytin you cuched. Wadting s
The

m\ly ting s Keptthe abier going was the though of 3 ot bth
g00d serving of tender loving care.

"Yet with al this hardship there were never any complaini from the:
rabbiter,

When they the week end they
at the camp and gave ther full aintion to njoyng th bref tastc of
home comort, abeer atthe Royal, and a yam with their mates.
“Running 100 traps and pickin up the catch on a cold winiers night
is a tough way 10 earn a living, and at the same time requires a high
degree of skill. Finding traps at night with the aid of a hurricane lantemn
has to be one of the most difficult tests of bush craft. Some of the
trappers had very good dogs that would g0 ahead, find the trap, and sit
there unti his master came al
“Bill Fanday one of he newcomers o the town,  carpente by trade
things, decided o
K later told of his frst might wound the traps: "I went o where T
thought the traps were, but couldr't find any of them, I kept on walking
uniil T came 10 an old galley. After walking a bit further, I came (0 @
loody dead hore I 't seensither of hese hings when 1 s the

amhmﬂscrhlmﬂy etk galey and the
Bores fo th i s e 1 el wes ot vendeah o my
vy back 10 the camp wilhou secin a trsp il next morning..

on 10 traps for the moming catch. The traps would be pulled up P

you dumped them in a heap ready for reset. When al the traps were up
‘and the rabbits skinned, the next thing was 10 reset the traps parallel to
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this through-put. Both these units were fitted on a steel slide so they

. The plan men.

‘The method of working was similar to that described in the Oriomo
opesations, but our plant was more mobile; both the monitor and gravel
pumps were more efficient than those used by Oriomo 25 years earler.
‘And of course with only a fraction of both the capital and running costs.

‘After nine months work the mine closed down, the main problem
being lack of water, and insufficient capital to tide us over the
development period. Other problems were the colloid clay that remained
in suspension in our water supply, and blockages in our screens from
roots, leaves and other vegetable matter. Our best result for four weeks
work was just over six hundred pounds ($1200.00). This clean-up was
the only one that showed a profit. The plant was eventually sold to Tpec
who had some mining interests in norther NSW.

As the plant was almost new and of very good quality it brought a
very good price, and because of this the 1oss o the sharcholders was
minimised

Junction Point and Macquarie River

Over the years dad, my brother and myself, together with family
friends, spent a good deal of time sluicing river wash at the junction of
the Turon and Macquarie Rivers. Dad and Nesbit Lougher first installed

‘Turon Dredging Company, had ceased operations after striking a lot of
ater hole under Sailors BIuff.

During the next thirty years we had various attempls o work this
very difficult, heavy. stony wash. The machinery we had was usually
incapable of handling the cement-like material that held the river siones
together.
were able.
10 get with the fossicking dish, but o separate the gold from the wash in
payable quantities was beyond the capacity of our machinery. However,
when times were hard, we could usually keep things going by retuming
10 the Junction. Dad still had faith in it until the day he dicd. He always
hought hat if oy we coud gt the ight plant we would make oor

On occasions we blasted the banks down with explsives, We wsoda
then we.
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values of one shil th He
life, the.
company closed dor
“This same area MGnIﬂtn Gully was tested by Oriomo Explorations
in 1937. They reported that tests had proved that 700,000 cubic yards of

e would veragesix sml.l.mgx and twopence per ymt Oriomo was

878 peevios chapiae e company ceased operations after briefly
' section of alluvial at point a mile or more away from Golden
Gully.

Hydraulic. 1963, the
monitor,

In 1962, i Jack Ellis, Bob Lincol If and
Joe Clit of Melbou i i

plant. We considered accurate testing of the area was not possible, so
decided to run the risk and installthe plant.

‘The plant was powered by two 300 HP Cammins Dicsel engine. The
pumps used were a Harland Spiroglide Monitor pump capable of
delivering 2360 GPM at pressure of 100 PS] through the monitor, and a
‘Warman 8/8 serics A Gravel pump. The plant was designed o treat 120
cubic yards an hour, but because of various problems we never achicved
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Most of our effort was expended on the Turon side of Junction Point

suction gas engines to drive our water pumps, but all were lacking in
power and relability.

‘We installed a lying-fox from a point on the Bridle Track road high
on the point above the Junction. We used the flying-fox to send down
petrol, charcoal and other supplies, particularly when the river was in
flood.

'We were able o reach the works by motor vehicle, when the Turon
River was low, but to do so meant following a very rough steep rack
down onto Klondyke Point and then fording the river three times. This
was only a fair weather track, particularly as there was no such thing as
four wheel drive vehicles at that ime.
Itis interesting 10 note that in 1937, Ron and Roley Hodge delivered
by motor truck three tons of machinery right onto the point. As far as 1
know this was the first and only motor truck to travel over that picce of
ek fom Klondyke Poit 0 e Juncion
lthough Talways enjoy times I spent at
e T ‘Geting the engines, pumps and other machinery 10 give of
their best was always a challenge. All our family ventures were worked

working party. This method of management always produced a happy
team.

‘While working at the Junction we used to cart our slopping water
from the river, and we usually wet down w.m our buckes just before
sundown. If
secing platypus disporting themselves in the water hole.They would
often swim rapidly across the surface of the water and then jump up onto
a log that was sloping into the water. This was obviously part of a game
0 hey would repea i asing shou nd jumpin onte g ouine
a number of fimes

"Although th Sunion i ot ek up much f s goden wessue o
.t provided us witha tranquil and resitul Vorkig ptce: Thrs v

at night, wonderful dnsc\lssmm on .mmxun; snbju(s Without the
tions of radio or TV the discus e our main form of
entertainment.
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The alluvial mine on the Turon just a short distance from its junction
with the Macquarie. The dam on the right with a race cut into the pump
hole and the sluiced area on the let In the background Dry Digging
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Donald Friend:' cottage at Hill End.
‘Betty Goodwin and Donald Murray on verandah.

Russell Drysdale was a constant visitor, as were many other
prominent atists of that ra. This group of artiss collectively observed

collections in many parts of the world.

He also won a Blake Prize, completed a number of private
commissions, and accumulated a wealth of material that was used for
paintings in later exhibitions and sales. Finally, he produced a volume of
Tocal Hill End history and anecdotes, entitled “Hillendiana’.

In addition to_his art Donald always found time o join in the
‘community life of the town. He was a great raconteur and an unusually
good listener. He had the abili
information from people, whom others, would have considered dull and
Sorag Ho wis sl st willng I e an ol nganieaton
on several occasions llustrated our programs or booklets with black and
white drawings.

In 1949 he was on a holiday in Ischia, an island in the Bay of Naples.
It was here that he met a young ltalian fisherman, Attilio Guarracino.
Donald brought Atilio to Australia and then on to Hill End where
‘Ao lived for two years. This was a long term friendship and Attlio,
now living in Melboumne, has an extensive collection of Friend's
paintings.

Dorald Murray was to spend many years at Hill End. He did have a
break of a few years working in Sydney, but from the day he arived at
Hill End, he never again lost touch with the the town or it people. He

156





index-196_1.jpg
the hands of  new group of peope who areinroducing new ideas and

mmmmmxwmmm..mymmmn.nhmm

lunulko{mrpﬂ.
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painful experience for all those involved, and was certainly the most ill
conceived venture ever thought up by dad, who usually had good ideas.
Rating in all its forms was henceforth never a popular subject in our
House.
ded
the dny in Bathurst and, using our family oo, Ginger, 0 bing the
diay out akong the old Bullen rod that ed 10 propenty itatd on the
the B

country, to the mp p of an simon shoe Bttt velooked Piesleys

and i e i s owsred by oes dov o th v, Mos of the
1Emaining eqoaco was troght 1 o peck o

Ginger was what vas called 8 bl arught I —
versatile and could be used as a saddle horse, and would work in hamess
i sulky deny o plough,Ho was il pet, well e and quie spit
His life of comparative ease came (0 a end, when he went to work at
Péaiye Koo, Tk rpacid of it T eyt allto
his liking, and he never missed an opportunity o show his displeasure.
He continually planted himself, hiding behind bushes or banks, and on
several occasions made valiant attempts to find his way home, but there
were too many boundary fences barring his way, on the 12 mile trip o
Hill End.

‘With the equipment finally landed on the river, the first task was 1o
len ot the catal i bl verson dm crogs the e ik e
Chinese had done about seventy years

Ou exuipment was much beter S it st v

Bgs s sotcmtl o modght T ik he Chimse ven it
equipmen, were beter abl 1o handle this type of poject than we

rd of gravel, nd all the e 7

In addition we were all imbued with dad's wonderful optimism. He
commenced each mining project with such happy expectancy, and was
equally distraught when the resuls did not meet these expectations.
However, past disappointments were quickly forgotten in his enthusiasm
for the next project. You had to have this type of philosophy if you
‘wanted to enjoy your work as a gold miner at Hill End in the 1930s and
40s.

At last we were ready to start work and the first job was 0 go up
stream and cut river oaks. The oak logs were then floated down the river
10 the dam site. These logs were then placed, so that they formed
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Chapter 25

Artists, Historians and Holterman
Photographs

In 1947, Russell Drysdale had d st purchased anew car, and afer
idedto try
the new car out with a trip to o Sofi Accompaied by Dorald Friend.
and armed with sketch books they set out
O this firs i o he Hill End Sl disict, Rusell Drysdale
painted Sofala's Main Street, this painting, won the Wynne Prize and
now hangs in the New South Wales Art Gallery.
Both Rusel and Dald were imprsed wi

wnamnmmm

i nom at Su(:la “They contacted a mutual friend, Donald My, and

ot y travelled to Bathurst by train and then by passenger
S Sl e q:a:uevm.l days at Sofala, looking around the village
and insf ottages that were for sale. Having heard about the.
Sty of L o 6 dicdodto e o sl s o s any
‘properties there that would be better suited to his friends.

Donald arrived at the Royal Hotel Hill End and was immediately
impressed with the friendly and helpfu eception hercsivedrom both
the Eyre family and local

o was dvected tn & watle and daub cottage situated in Beyers
Avenue, just a short distance north of the Royal Hotel. This was one of
the original miners' cottages, and was exactly the type of dwelling that
Donld wasseking. The cotage wis sbsequendy purchased by Rusel

Drysdale anc made
their home, g Friend to spend a few years and Donald Murray for
most of his life.

Shortly after his arrival at Hill End Donald Friend won an award
given by an ltalian shipping line for a painting 1o be used in the
decoration of one of its ships. Part o this award was a tip to ltaly. This
work was painted in Hill End and depicts local life and colour,and, when
st heard of, was hanging in a ship on the South American-Ttalian line
from Naples to Buenos Aires
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town water supply. The rough was fed with water
from the Bald Hill tunnel. Under severe drought conditions water for
slopping purposes was carted from the Comelian Dam.

‘The NP
pumps feed this water into reservoirs built in strategic positions. This
‘water supply not only assists with domestic water but was also the
m bl 3

il End.

a pl: Hill H
model of Hill End in the 18705, family records, and other items of

NPWS has compiled an extensive collection of historical
material relating o Hill End. These archives contain a wealth of

the town's histo
erics s also el ks o a1

of the catyhomce, The ollcton i nludes miing nd agicuinst
tools many of these were hand- forged by local blacksmiths. This
collection was being catalogued and prepared for exhibition. I is 10 be.
hoped that these items can eventually become available for public
displ

lay.

‘With the oiginal buildings and homes that remain, ogether with the
Holterman photographs, arefacts and remnants of the old gardens this
‘makes Hill End a perfect seting 10 detail the lives and aspirations of the

people who lived and worked on the goldfields. It seems that all tha is
now required s adequate finance and efficient management, so tha the
Hill End Historic Site can be developed into one of Ausrali's leading
historical holiday estinations.

“To live permanently in a tourit town does not always provide a life
style.that suits everyone. This atitude should only apply (o those who
lived there prior 1o the tourist invasion, those that came after would be
aware of the disruption (0 privacy that tourists can cause. Without the
tourists and the Historic Site I think it would have been very diffcult to
etain any of Hill End's historic buildings. There were so many buildin
‘pulled down in my lifetime and the few that remained were all on the
verge of being condemned forsafey reasons.

Speakiny tance and without any local involvement in the
present Hill End Community activitis, I see the future of Hill End in
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sunk some holes there in the early days. He said that when they had
stripped off the top A s0mn o alvial &l et o ok s fo
o v et ik lying on the rive

‘They were stil on rich gold when the e flooded, the dam was
beeaced and hecanal il with grave.Because they wereusing vy

task, and they andond e cm.

Dad had always said how sincere and trustworthy the Chinesc had
been and that he fet sure there was still a rich paich of gold at Piesleys.
Soitwas with o excemen at towads
Morrison, Nesbit Lougher, and
partnership, with the intention of unm; the worth of the Chinese story.

area was called an island, because, the party of Chinese already

mentioned had diverted the river with a log dam and then changed the
course of the river by cutting a canal across a bend. thus forming an
island. Below the main dam wall, box-like structures called coffer

were built, As the river gravel was excavated the walls of the hole was
lined with logs of river-oak. They were lowered one at a time into the
Hole and the cracks between the Iogs were plugged with clay. The large
numbers of Chinese involved in these schemes made it possible to

During our work at Piesley’s Island we came upon one of the Coffer
dams used by the Chinese. Although seventy or eighty years old it was
il lct and somo of the cly usd in selng the cacks becwen the
Togs was stil in plac

e syndicals found it dfficut sk o gt any equipment o the
mine site. The absence of any roads, and the precipitous mountains on
cither side of the river, made normal transport impossible. So it was
decided to take some of the equipment by road to the junction of the
‘Turon and Macquaric and there oad it onto a raft. A raft was made and
Taunched into the Macquarie.

 parts of water
‘pump, material (0 build sluice boxes, a small petrol engine, tools and
other 0dds and ends. Anyone familiar with the river, between the Junction
of the Turon and Piesley's sland, would understand that this trp was to
be fraught with iy,

e unoaded and the Ioad and the raf ma pandld or el with he
inch ovr he rocky rippl and ino he next wlerhole. Afe a great

cal of labour by Dad, my brother Ivor and Alex Grant, lhr.y cvenaly
delivered the raft and its load to Piesley's Island. This raft trip was a
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philosophical statements about the position of man in the twentieth
century!

Perhaps it can best be answered by saying that artists are observant
but sclective in their observations. Aristic perception is such a
s, intensely personal quality, that this may be the reason that

their artistic eye.
Hill End, ide provi
material and time to observe, without the distractions, stimulating
though they are, that are inseparable from city lif.
Firstthe cver changing andscap from th bumt and glowing carth

i s o kbl e e k. sl
i of watle, th e, pinks nd s of th pathorn Do
the trees in palest green and then autumn, of red and yellow and rich
coloured leaves and berries.

‘The variety of form in the landscape, peaceful pastoral arcas,
aimating win arangely shaped, cragey rocks and mountainsides, 10
~ hillsides and gullies ravaged by the carly gold diggers. The unusual
- stemmed egowthof e suroundin
A bcaiaking pancrama of the Tocn vl m(cnmg ‘o Mot
‘Conoblas can be seen from Hawkins Hillthe scene of so
activiy i he vivid gold rush daysof the 18705,
‘Then there was the village itsel, that sl contained a number of the
original miners"cottages, in a charming setting of old world flowers and.

shrubs. A great avenue of European trees, planted over a hundred years
80 by Louis Beyes the constant movement of geee,horse, gods and
and giving colour and variety

seen nowhere e in Australia.

Hill End did not have any great or grand buildings of architectural or
historic importance, but there is that, which the artist assures us, will
give in the long run more fstag plessre. e ovn s gt

vilages o sunive i the wentith century, with  mumber of
lar cotages sil standing.

by the obvious, the showy, and wonder why we so quickly tire and are
bored. The charms of Hill End are not easy (0 define. Much of it ll is
subile and this is not a very popular quality, particularly in this present
age.
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APPENDICES

No. 1: Turon Community Advancement
Co-Op. Agriculture

One of the most important plans already in hand is the training of
suitable youths in agriculture. Through the generosity of a local

fand has been given, and declared by Department of
Agriculture inspectors to be eminently suitable for intensive vegetable
culture. It i intended to train boys on this land as soon as poieli s
and will be used for the production of vegetables for seed and a

In this way the price of v:gcuhlu‘ distributed through ordinary
‘channels, will be reduced; and the people of the district will have an
opportunity to improve their polralorin assisting the development of
the societ

Tt is also pointed out that secds, implements and a horse will be
‘placed at the disposal of the Society f
until such time as it is self-supporting. The boys 10 be trained on the.
land, will be provided with pocket money until production begins, then
they will share in the profits of the land. In recognising an act of such
spontancous generosity the promoters of the Society realise thal it has
been given an instant and valuable starting point o its activites.

COTTAGE INDUSTRIES
To illustrate the widespread scope of the Association, it i
‘mentioned that it is intended 10 begin as many cottage industries
posie aking ino considrsion he francial and techical lmiations
‘which may be imposed.
Cottage industries are those which require limited capital and may be:
conducted in the homes of persons skilled in the industry. Avenues of
lopment

TOY MAKING, POTTERY, HAND WEAVING, RUG MAKING,
WOODWORKING, DRESSMAKING, KNITTING.
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also was an entertaining story teller and his tales were made more
interesting because of family experiences in India and Europe. Donald's
‘mother was a gified photographer, at a ime when photography was in its
infancy. Donald had a collecton of his mother's pholographs depicting
the British Raj. Hi India, living
with 2 mother, who was something of a celebrity, and later with his
other in Paris, provided Donald with a wealth of anecdotes and

stories of society in the early 1900s.

botanist, and.

gained a lotof gardening knowledge im.

Both Donald Murray and Donald Friend, through their permanent
residency in Hill End, introduced the townspeople to new perception of
art and culture, This education was further enhanced by the numbers of
other artsts who followed after them. With very few exceptions, the
artists who came 1o Hill End were very sensitive and understanding of
the local people and their way of lfe. They were courteous and friendly,
‘and Lam sure were of immense benefit o the village.

Paul Haefliger, for many years the art critic of a leading Sydney
newspaper and s it Jean Beete, 3 it of considrabe powr,
visited
pemancnt share i th own,they parchased a house oppmlhe e n
End school residence and, although they later lived for many years in
Spain and Switzerland, they kept in touch with Hill End and the friends
they had made there.Paul died overseas and Jean died in Spain as this
‘book was being completed in 1991.

Needless 10 say, such well-known artists as these had many friends
who were casily attracted 1o the town, there to observe the beauty and
variety of the district combined with its historic significance. Many and

s x : e

the experience.
John Dabron, in charge of education in the State Schools; Margaret
Olley, of Brisbane; Lindsay Churchland, instructor of art at the National
Art School; David Strachan, Douglas. Watson, Jeff Smart, Bob

Dickerson, Jon Olson, are only a few of those who came to
was the nature of this atraction; an aitacton that stimulated so

now living in Tuscany, and whom critics call a hyper-realist, a maker of
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EPILOGUE
The main portion of s Bosk s o i e peiad
period of

i o a0 T pereend e and e o i A iy ot my
Acivis o v ssociionswith vcionsHil End oo, who v

are not mentioned, o b they are not worthy of mention, o
because space, time and lack of fact limited me to writing of events and
‘people with whom I was familia.

1 considered it important that someone who had lived at Hill End
should attempt o record an ey witness account of thi fiy year period
during which a town and its people experienced so many social changes.
‘Changes that were 1o alter the whole social and cultural base of a great
b dckning miing town. I i imporan hal the ity of tis lown

10 the present d beyond. future
i priod of il Ends htory ill b covred i more del,

With the help of the NPWS, Hill End can be a reminder of the
determination of our forebears and the role they played in the early
Biscy of gold misig in Ausaia.Fos Forthe descndion o fe okiy

the transition from country vilge o o Nationa Historic Site, 1 mpe r
rew

part e N Estat, and your effors 1 sustain the town as an

active community will be appreciated by all those people who are

commited to preserving our cultural heritage.

“There were many unsung heroes in Hill End's past: ordinary people
going about their business as warm-hearted, understanding, hardy
citizens giving support and help o their neighbours and friends,
unnoticed and unrewarded but still doing what came naturally to the
villagers of Hill End. These were the People on the Banks , the kind of
people that make the world a better place (o live in but never receive
much attention from the historians.I have mentioned but a few of the
Hill End people and th ibution they made to the town, by their
work in the community. However the vast majority of the residents
contributed to the welfare of the village and its people. It was this iy
that gave Hill End people the strength to overcome adversity.

leascd tha 1 spent 5o much of my i at Hll End where 1 nd my
family lived in such a secure and friendly community. Writing this book

been of great interest (o me and has given me the opportunity of
reliving in memory fifty of the happicst years of my life.
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intelocking sections. Where the logs intersected they were secured with
steel spikes that held the various sections iy oskion. Thebasc of
the dam was about 5 metres wide and 100 m
As square sections were built up with e spiked logs,the spaces,

thus formed, were filled with iver boulders, and earth and gravel from the
canal excavation. With this system, a small number of men, with very
basic equipment, had built a dam and diverted the water from one of the
largest rivers in New South Wales. It also made us realise what a labour
intensive undertaking this must have been forthe Chinese.

down
in a flash flood: further heavy rain kept the iver at a high level and it
became impossible to continue with the project. In mid March 1932 it
was decided o suspend operations unil the next summer.

back up the river to Junction poin
unl ey reumed to Piesey’s 4and.

‘The Syndicate retumed in November 1932 and completed the canal
‘and the dam. The hole below the dam, known as The Pump Hole, was
then pumped dry. It was estimated that after pumping for 48 hours, two
‘million gallons of water had been drained from the hole. We also had an
addition 10 our diet, even if it was an expensive way to caich cight
Murray Cod.

At this stage a site was sclected for the first hole. Because it had to
reach a depth of 20 t0 30 feet and had to pass through very loose gravel,

1, where they could work the alluvial

prevent slippage. This involved moving a large quaniity of gravel =
mduwfmdluplﬁlhaﬂmnbﬂutlxlmwes the bottom, w!

was expected the

first hole maboulﬂmenudewu\d 130 tonnes of gravel was

excavated before the gold bearing wash was reached. Rich wash was
encountered one. metre from the bottom of ths hole. In selected places a
prospecting dish of the gravel yielded half an ounce of gold. A good
prcenage o the gold was very cous, simila n sape and izs 0

. AU1988
guld pnm this would be worth approximately szmou 00.
3m

remains ni The Chincse Coffer Da | mentoned el fn ths ch:pltl
Further work on this hole was abandoned.
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We can be grateful to those artists who have carried some of the

this part o
‘we hope that the present residents of Hill End in conjunction with the
prs ‘can help to preserve some of this beauty and interest for future

another artist who had a great fondness for Hill End and
among whom he had many friends.
Bom of well-0-40 Victorian squattoeracy, Russll was never short of
money and was able to make fequent ipsaverses,ye e wis vy
 like Donald Friend, had acility to converse
‘and Obtain information from the most unlikely pmplt. He often said that
the old men, the shearers, the nomads, the rural workers and country
people were the ones that fascinated him; that they were the characters.
The society people, no matter how beautful they might be, were to him
ephemeral people, the others aren't. They just go on. The survival thing
that means something.

In 1960, when Russell Drysdale was 48 years of age he was given a
full scale retrospective exhibition 1937-1960. He invited my wife and
myself o the opening of this exhibition at the Art Gallery of New South
Wales, and although he was surrounded by many prominent and
influential people, it was typical of him that he immediately welcomed
us, and then asked his son Timothy to take care of us.

There were 108 paintings in this exhibition, six of which had been
‘painted at Hill End, they were 'Margaret Olley' 1948, Picture of Donald
Friend" 1948, 'Hill End" 1948, The Councillors House" 1948, "Golden
Gully* 1949, Herb Thompson 1953,

In addition to Drysdale's skill as an artist he was a photographer of
considerable skill. In a recent exhibition "Drysdale the Photographer” at
S.HErvin Gallery, the organiser Jennie Boddington of the National
Gallery of Victoria states in her essay for the exhibition: it is no longer
accepiable to see Drysdale simply as a painter. To fully assess his
achievements we will have (0 take notice of his considerable skills
photographer.”

David Strachan was another artst of considerable kil David spent
lengthy periods of time at Hill End and won several awards for his
paintings of the town. In the late 19605, he was killed in a road accident,
when the car in which he was travelling became involved in a collision
near Goulburn. He was retuming to Hill End, after attending his father's
funeral.

nerations,
sl Drysdte, known to il End ‘people as Tas Drysdale, was
people,
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early arrival of a baby. Because of Betty's first aid work at Hill End, the
Tocal branch of the Red Cross made available to her a fully equipped first
aid case. I the twenty years she was at Hill End she was t0 use that case
on many occasions. The Australian Red Cross recognised her efforts by
‘making her a life member.
Wi il th difces of cheaing medical care ad coralnly
i

soaningly codton ey ot ranqullisers, antbioics, m;mmns,

and nuoyul life beyond the allotted span. A et it only be
10 the healthy climate, lack of pollution, tranquil lfe style and

the factthat most people did a lot of walking.
Cortaidy e oo B could ot be st o s ki i we g0
on the adviceof tadays ditans. Many of the people v

ki bmled
suet pudﬂu\gx, fried foods, and ke dnppm,. Lo voth 2 3 shotcning
and for frying and baking. Bread and dripping was often on the menu
when dmumhm.
‘grandmother, who survived at Hill End until her ninetieth years
ab o 2 1 knw wibout any modical atntion, draak copiows
qumllu:s of strong tea laced with three spoons of g s She rarely
uched drank plain water.
kgt B eV b o
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Chapter 11
Piesley's Island

‘With the family now in residence at Hill End and the Lady Belmore
Mine closed down, dad, in true gold miners' style, decided to test the
validity of another story about rich gold. An old Chinese gold miner had
1old dad that he had worked a arich alluval gold caimin the bed of the
at Piesley's stand.
‘out of the iver bed when they were stil on rich gol
So it was in the spring of 1931, that dad and I set out on a trip of
investgaion, L vas fieen yes of age and vl qite excied.
reach this part of the Macquarie River, we had to ride our horses
over cloven il of frough bush k. The i took s trough the
grazing as "Cannonball", past Madmans Hut,then across
Soring Coock snd over et Walking Sick Sy, down and up the steep sides
of Tambaroora Creek, and vl descending into the Macavare
Valley at the head of Piesleys water

Hill End
with dad, he knew the area so well. As we rode along, he gave me
running commentary on the features of the bushland that we were riding
through and anecdotes about the people who had used this track. When

supplies this would have been one of the tracks they used. Thousands of
‘people, many of whom would have been Chinese, had passed over this

track in the last 80
1t has always mmguﬂd me 10 reflect on the thousands of people that
their ever

having been there. o wonder there were 5o many ghost stories fold;
there must be many phantoms of the gold fields

After our track reached the river we continued along the river for
uniil we reached our destination, Piesley's Istand.

‘This remote part of the Macquarie was once the home of the Piesley
family. Ben Piesley, the bushranger, had lived here with his family,
spending his youth in this rugged river valley. He was one of Gardiner's
gang, and was the first of that gang o pay the ultima price, when he
was hanged at Bathurst in 1862.
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required the intelligence and fortitude to make a home under what were
often. arsh condit

‘The personal ambitions and dreams of many of these women were
sublimated in their role of hnmemlher and mothe. They gave thic
families love, ‘what were often isolated and I
situations

‘Cooking for a family of cight, as well as numerous visitors, was in
itself a daunting task. We bought flour, potatoes, pumpkins, bran,
pollard, wheat, oats, com and chaff by the sack, and used the various
items to feed the family as well as cows, horses, fowls etc. Al other
foodstuffs were bought i large quaniites: tea in 14 pound fns: honey in
72 pound fins; Amotrs Biscuits in 14 pound tins; and a full side of
bacon. Sheep were bought by the dozen and slaughtered when mqmd
man . there

hand and it was seldom necessary to make an urgent rip o the store.

‘When in season jam melons, quinces, plums, apricols, pe.!ams. e
‘apples, pears and blackberries could be had for the picking. The
e fh,mad no o o preseved o e . Sene s wers
slioed and placed on trays 0 be un drid on the tin roofs of the houses.
layers of salt in
ety jars, onions would be pickled. Tumips, potatoes, pumpkins,
onions, cooking apples and quinces would be stored on dry shelves or
between straw 5o that they would keep as long as possible thus providin
a greater variety of food for the winter months. Wit the advent of e
Vacola and y of vegetabl
foods could be preserved and stored for future use

In the laying season when eggs were plentiful in the fowl nests, the
surplus eggs would be placed in four gallon kerosene fins filled with

St et :
‘would be available in the winter. Getting the eggs from this somewhat
slimy, unpleasant-to-the-touch, water glass mixture was never a popular
chore with us children.

In the majority of Hill End homes kitchens were detached from the
ouse, Mt had clay floor,but ﬁwml dmpening with e-leaves o
water.

‘The open fires and. e f e b hunnng o i
created an ever present fire hazard, which was the reason kitchens had
earth floors and were detached from the main house.

Our kitchen was furnished with a large array of huge cooking and
mixing utensils. Cakes were made in large baking dishes of sufficient
size 10 hold recipes calling for numerous cups of flour, a dozen cggs,
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Doctor Soller was resident lady doctor at Sofala for some time and
was a very competent and well respected medical practitioner. She later
tookupprctic i Sydey
of Dr.O'Flynn the Hill End Hospital came under
Ihccnmzulnfﬂ'n: Department who appointed local trusees (o care
L3

e

ecpim ru e ke I osacmahiocomian. The kaep o sick ahrle
g, with practically no finance, was almost an impossible task for
the Trustees,
money on a building that o them was only a liability. It was fortunate:
p

the Historic Site, as museum and visiors' centre.

From 1925 on there were always lengihy periods when no local
medical help was readily available at Hill End. Home births were the.
order of the day. Many of the Hill End mothers giving birth were aended
in their homes by local women such as Mrs Fitzsimmons, Miss Evans,

‘or Mrs Lawson, and babies arrived without a great deal of fuss or bother.
‘These untrained midwives were very competent, and the mothers they
attended,

1850, and are mentioned in Harry Hodge's Hill End Story book 2.

Harry writes that on one occasion a midwife swam her horse across
the flooded Turon River (0 keep faith with an expectant mother on the
tableland at Mahoney's Corner. She delivered the child in a tent, then
tumned the horse.back through the swallen stream to keep another
appointment at Tambaroora.

In some cases the midwife just could not be there and Harry cites
another case, where a woman inthe Macquarie River gorge, was out with

‘completely alone, she went through the ordeal, attending 10 the newly-

‘bom infant and all the requirements of the situation. She then took her

peticoat, wrapped the baby in it and wheeled it home on t0p of the

precious load of wood already gathered. That boy grew up o sturdy
o vt e Harry Hodge

flr WW 2, my wife Bety, a nursing sster,came with me 10 lve at
Hill End. As this was a period when little local medical help was
available she was frequently called upon in emergencics. She atiended to
bums, fracture, heart attacks, motor car accidents and occasionally the
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the homesicads and many women were able 1o cam quite substantial
incomes from the bunny.

the rabbit market at Hill End prompted me o ask Albert Denman for
some further information on the industry. Albert was an expert trapper,
‘who did most of his trapping at the Bullen, a property situated on the
Orange side of the Macquarie River. To get o thi
riding a horse over a mountain track that crossed joumey
about 10 miles each way. On memmmmpmm-mu be loaded
with the rider and sufficient food (o last the week, and the skins would
‘make up the load on the homeward trip.

Ibert Denman told me that as far as he knew the highest price paid
10 Hill End trapper for a bag of average quality ungraded skins was 15
lnge (3150 por porn. The g v ok Lt Elfs. At

mu 1547 one wapper n= Knew had neted 133 poum sterling
time the basic

51000
T 1950, bbis de from yscmaoss wer een on e banks of
the Macquarie River. This was the beginning of the end for the rabbit
skin industry and a great financial 10ss (o those local men who had
depended itindusiry
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encouraging their parents and others to vist the town. No malter where
704 80 ou will find youn pople who have been b HilEnd

the guidance of teachers and students the NPWS has printed very
infomatie Toacrers Handbooks, Location maps, historical notes and
information leaflets. Various sections of the Education Department have
also prepared very detailed programs so that students can take full
advantage of the opportunites for leaming dlmng ek g Pl .
st

bookles hat hve been wrin about Kill End's carly isory and s
‘people. This written history is unique in that the books so far written
have not overlapped, but have traced different aspects of the carly
discovery of gold and the socalchanges that inevitably occu n gold
mining towns,

il End 5 2 plceofmationa sl significance, mainly due to its
ol inth devlopmentof allwial and o rock ‘mining. This was the
cradle of gold mining in Australia. The landscape is enhanced by the
unique collection of 1870 buildings, relics, artefacts and the physical
evidence ofth early mining shafs, machinery an roasting pic. Al tis

gum

the stumps o
fuel. The town's levated sting abovethe Turon u.llcy and s soation
i the

ation of it past history.
Beyers Avenue wit s muliude of European trees eadste visior
into the to
remaining amamenu.l trees that dot the area in bmh existing and
abandoned

change and o s bt spring change 1o the rich vibrant
the coming of winter.

1986, was the firt time for a century that Hill End once again had a
newspaer, The Hill End and Tambaroora Times and Miner's Advocate.”
‘During it short life the paper was able to give the local people a voice
‘and many ex-residents were able to keep in touch with Hill End and its
people.

blem to Hill
End residents. This was particularly o in drought time, when houschold
tanks and wells became exhausted. I remember many occasions when
‘water for domestic purposes had o be carted from the ~Sipping” t
‘Tambaroora or the trough at Bald Hill. The stripping at T:
orginally o water supply dam for the Golden. Gully Sticing
‘Company,that excavated the dam in 1911. The dam was later fenced and
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Chapter 29
Hill End 1965-1990

‘There are very few representatives of the original Hill End mining
families still iving in Hill End in 1990. This gradual decline was, as
saied carer, due o the younger generatio laving Hil B 1 sk

fewer than mmmucmmm of original Hill End families in permanent
residence at Hill End.

50 the surrounding properties have nearly all changed hands, the
former owners selling out and making new homes in Bathurst, Mudgee
or ather locations. The present population is mainly composed of people:
vho have puchased loca rural popertes, bult vew homes in the

homes.
i Geseendmts, who have come back o lve permanently or on a part
time, or holiday basis, and of course there are new business people
' shops, hotel, motel and licensed restaurant

Tl Ends potenial 5 a toust venug hes a5 yet ot been fully
realsed, A considrale invesiment of capial s needd 0 restorsflly
maintain th buildings and visitor fciltes. The control of noxious

et ot o s e b high priority. Sefton bus

a threat (0 the natural landscape as well as the native flora and fauna.
r0ads are also important both o residents and visitors.
part of their official school curriculum large numbers of school
children visit Hill End. These study tours. to Hill End cover history,
social studies, gnolagy history of goldmining, vilage life and flora and
fauna of the re
In 1963 B Hodge commenced  bringing studens to Hill End as

opportunity o leam about our early hitory,in pracical and enjoyable
“The history tours have proved an outsanding success both for the

students and the promotion of Hill End. The students and teachers

‘wonderfol ambassadors in spreading the word about Hill End and
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Now in 1931, the only vestige of the family home was a few fruit

course I was to see many more muted reminders of the river people, each
discovery a fresh fascination.

Lewis Ponds Creek, known locally as Ophir Creek, joins the
Macquarie about a kilometre below Piesleys Island. It was at the head-
‘waers of Ophir Creek tha, Lister, Tom and Hargraves first discovered
gold. The early gold diggers followed Ophir Creek down to where it
Joined the Macquarie. They prospected the gravel on the Macquarie and
found gold. This discovery resulted in the diggers spreading up and down
the Macquarie in search of new claims.

‘The diggers who had travelled upstream about 12 kilometzes came o
the spot where the Turon River joins the Macquarie. The Turon was to
prove a real golden bonanza for the gold diggers. The Gold
‘Commissioners report for 1855 read in part: "On the Lower Turon some
rich deposits of gold have been discovered, I8 and 20 ounces daily have
been obiained from claims opened in the bed of that river, a few miles
Jromits junction with the Macquarie".

“This invasion of diggers leftscant evidence of their stay in the river
valleys, but there are some signs of past habitation. I spent a lot of time
mising. ising d shooting on bth te Turon and Macquaric Rivers

1 found traces of

homes.

‘The house was usually built out of material that could usully be
found near at hand. Most were constructed by bonding river stones
together with mud 10 form the walls, and then the building was capped
with a bark roof.

‘When the gold ran out the diggers moved on to a fresh claim, the
action o the viod s i on et v Dlings soce seed

em back to naure. All
»

gone.
‘The Chinese gold diggers were usually found working where there
was a quantity of alluvial wash either in the river bed or on elevated
banks, e they worked véry effectively in parties, they were often
successfulin places where the European digger had filed.
“There was still a number of Chinese working on the Macquarie river
Inthe 1670e and ca o sk ofChinse gangs working on e iver
Chi

e rad wokedn Piesley's Island when a gang of his w.mnymen d

68





index-66_1.jpg
Chapter 9

Digger Hocking's Hill End

‘The Hill End Subdivision of the Electoral Roll for 1925 lsts the
the names of 236 people all of whom used Hill End as their community
centre. The vast majority of the people who bore these names were the

‘The Hocking family was different. They arrived at Hill End in ol
when Frank Hocking, Diggers father, commenced working
Amalgamated Hawkins Hill Mine. Digger Hocking said:The rmmy
‘moved to Hill End from Trunkey Creek in Tom Sprat's red Dodge truck.

and our fumiture yaspacked n he bck. Brsher L o i psh bike.
over, Dad had arrived a week or two earlier o start work at the mi
o One of e fm things we had 0 do afe ariving anl Endwis o
ater from the spring that ran int he foot of
Bald il This s quite a distance t0 carry the water s
very consant and unpleasantchore. We e found  cose soure of
waer in the well at Steele's Comer.It was a very dry time at Hill End and
many of the townspeople had similar problems in obtaining water.
However,despitc the wate stuaion we allliked the town and thought it
s b-g ¢ improvemcat o Trunkey ek
mother was bom at Lithgow but she did have some ties with
e !—:m having gone to school at Tambaroora. During her school days
there she planted onc of the pine trees still standing on the school site.
Her father worked as a miner at the Red Hill Mine.

“The Hocking family had also lived at Yerranderie, where Frank was
employed as an engineer in the silver mines. Frank was an experienced
ginee withprcular knowledge o seam bolrs and ngics and eld

g wel a3 many

himsel
a caring and responsible Clisen e b o communicate never
diminished with the years and he had the abiliy to participate and advise
community groups be they mature or youthful. He was respected and
Toved by all

Frank played the organ in the Church of England church for many
years and in fact was still able to play the organ and sing along on his
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spor etc. was obtained with a Crystal radio th
quite a range. Our earth for the radio was the ground and our aerial
‘was the nearby wire fence.

“Our job on the road building required us to ride our bikes for about
four miles 10 the work site. On our first night we had a choice of two
tents both with plenty of holes in the roof 50 that when it rained you
could not find a dry place in the tent.
off with dry weather, g on the

job

*At7.30am we were allotted a pick, a shovel and a wheel-barrow and
joined in the i

“There was a trict rullon this job, and that was that you worked as
slow as possible when the ganger was not looking. If the ganger was
aslecp when it came time 1o start work after lunch, everyone kept very
quite 50,3 ot 10 wake him up. One or (0 would fill & couple of
bavvws. and

ad that gave
e as usual.

‘On one occasion the ganger told us that an overseer from the Public
‘Works Department was coming o inspect the job. For three or four days
e ket by clecng ot 1t o mlE of e s (it
that partof

During e evenings we gathered on both sides of the camp fire. Over
the fire was 2 long pole supported at each end with a forked stick from

“We always had a kind of concert where each person was called upon
10 sing a song or tell a yam. I remember one chap being asked (0 sing,
but as 500n as he commenced it was obvious singing was not his strong
point. One of the chaps from Windeyer grabbed a frying pan and a piece:

and said: "You are off key, here is your stating note” and he gave
the pan a bang. This brought out a peculiar noise from the singer, upon
‘which we wold all cheer and clap to end the performance and make way
for someone else.

still recal the laug and
boys from country farms and small towns.
"No doub all those people who spent this period of their ives at Hill

nd
the learning of new skills in a strange environment, would have
‘compensated for much of the hardship.
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‘The brothers cut the red box and red gum timber with axes and
crosscut saws. They then placed the timber in a pit in the ground. The pit
was 4 feet by 16 foet and 4 feet deep. The timber was set alight and by
controlling the air admitted 1o the pit, the wood bumed slowly for two
days. The air entering the pit had t0 be very carefully controlled. If the
fire was 100 intense, the resultant charcoal would be light and of inferior
quality, and much of the gas would have been bumt off. Each pit, when
bumt, \d-one b i

‘cooled off, the charcoal was bagged and transported to Bathurst by Ron

Tl e g i e s e s Gl g i B

AL o o v ot o o o i S
‘and their families moved into Hill End.

Bill Auld, Bob's brother decided 10 build a house and as it was
difficult and expensive (0 get timber at Hill End, it was decided to mill
the timber from the stringy bark trees that could be harvested in the
district. Thus the idea of the timber mill was bom. The mill became a
family business and soon it was supplying the local market and later
expanding to Bathurst and Mudgee.

TG il b s Gk vy Tl il s s ity
machinery. This lack of money and equipment in the early years of
saw mill, was overcome. by the inventiveness, skill and hard work of
the various members of the family.

Bob and Bill were the senior partners and as the business expanded,
they were joined by their sons, brothers and cousins with the occasional
help of someone outside the family. All the family had a great ability to
invent, or convert any odd piece of equipment, into a workable labour-
saving device.

‘They taught themselves the professional skills necessary to operate
sawmilling business, they also mastered the mechanics and maintenance
of steam, diesel and petrol engines. In addition to the on going
maintenance of the plant, they also carried out major over-hauls,
structural and engineering alterations (0 all types of machines and road
vehicles. They had a great skillfor solving difficult problems, both at the
il and o e beck. o adiion 0 uuning the il they i all e
ovn logging, s incded cuting and caring

" e rom th FllEnd Mill was in grcat demand oally and in
Bathurst and Mudgee. Timber merchants and builders from far and wide
praised the quality and accurate size of the Hill End timber, and the
demand always exceaded the capacity of the mill
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po I was initially supp
Buick car engine, and later a Cadillac engine was installed. The petrol
later repl i i

they harvested the logs for milling. This increased the transport costs and

y
distance imposed a strain on the wearing parts and just as they gt in
front with their logs, a gearbox or diff would go and once again they
would be battling o keep up with their timber orders. The other
difficulty was weather. Wet weather made the bush impossible for

i i theeyes

‘and dangers when felling trees.

Clarke Street 1949 Beyers Cottage and the old two storey bank building
at the far end are the only two buildings remaining on the right hand side.
A Timber Mill Btz truck is in the right foreground and immediately
behind is a water tank and a brick chimney, was all that remained of
Beechs store after the fire.

One of their greatest inventions was a machine they called the ‘Bug'.

To produce the Bug they fitted a chassis with two front differentials and

wheel assemblies from an army 4WD Blitz. This provided a four wheel

diive vhice with font a rea tering.  vas  unique adopton 10
vl . :

A second Bug pmvld:d a versatile and labour svmg e wmk
around the mill. This Bug was also fitted with a dozer blade,
the ability to make roads into the logging areas.






index-154_1.jpg
The Hill End mill discovered the best timber was found in the
country, (at an elevation of some 3000 feet), bordering the Hill End-
Hargraves platcau, and in the belt extending to Sallys Flat

For some reason, perhaps a quirk of soil and climate. the timber from
this region is better and less liable to varp, andthelogs roduced more
useable timber than did logs from oth

The First Mill

A steam boiler and engine supplied power for the first mill.
Scantlings and off-cuts from the milled timber supplied the fuel for the
steam boiler, 50 the power was virtually free. The days were long and
hard. Logs were cut in the bush and then loaded onto the truck by
‘manually rolling them up poles lid against th side of the truck, and bad
b upational hazard.

‘They soon found a market for their timber, the main buyers being
OfLeanysn Bathurst and Kl in Mudgee. Asthe demand increasd i
amy S B for o hundred pounds. This and late purchases of
similar army vehicles were expertly converted to their particular
requirements, and these machines, plus the advent of the chain saw,
helped (0 cut down on the heavy manual work.

On the evening of Thursday 20 December 1951, the original saw mill
built by Gamer and Auld was bumt down. A great number of the towns-
people tumed out, and they made a gallant effort to save the mill.
However, wi
material that is a feature of all timber mills, it was impossible to save

. = . e

completely destroyed.
Due lo the Nigh cost of insuring timber mill, there was no
ssurance. Thus their means of livelihood, and the capital
loss involved was a pwvom blow, and most people would have taken
some time to come to terms with such a dramatic change in their
economic situation. However, s the flames were licking at the last
of the mill shed, Bob tumed to me and said: "Well we can now

start and build a better mill". And build a better mill they did.

Both the Colley and Ryan families were very helpful to the mill boys
after the fire. Colleys waived any owing royalties and the Ryan family
allowed them to harvest some special trees off their property at
Pomanara.
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0p of this second fire, plus the longer distances that now had 1o be

This ended an industry that called for techniques bred of hard
exprcacs thekandling of bavy loge he proems of ey sessous

when the bark will not easily strip; wet seasons, wh
boay; mechunical hrukdnwnr sy e Ui of
i pare parts and re

Under »paiprsip opraling between Ray and Robert Auld he mill
s once again operating in 1989, However timber is now only cut o firm
orders.

The Gumleaf Industry

In the late 1950 an unusual industry was started at Hill End, an
industry that showed the versatilty of the stringybark tree. It was
that the leaves of the stringybark tree contained a drug called “Ruten”.
Most of the world supply of this drug had been harvested from a poppy
‘growing in China. America was looking for an alternative source from
‘which to extract the drug.

“The country chosen for this altemative source was Australia and the
particular location was Hill End. The reason that Hill End was chosen
was that the district had large areas of second growth stringybark trees
available. These second growth trees were a result of the original tree
trunk being cut down and used for steaming fuel or mine timber, during
the gold mining era. Once a sringybark tree is cut down it sends out a
number of suckers that eventually develop into saplin

Thcso caplngs wers cu dovn and then Uy wsiag stash L e
twigs and leaves were stripped from the
packed into enm bags and carted 0 a dicselelctric drymg phnL m

12

A bl o e et T e s Wty

Coopemook, Taree. On occasions they were taken straight through to
Copermonk by moe o,

in the
D'W\lchnn of a white. powd:' this was, ruten, but in a crude form. This
powder was then exported (0 America where the finished drug was
produced. Ruten was mainly used by the medical profession to assist in
the prevention of bleeding during surgery.
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ty
those very diffcult times.

I was always fortunate enough (0 get some seasonal rural work:

juring the depression years, such as ringbarking, suckerbashing.

(knocking off the suckers that shoot from the tree stump after
ringbarking) seedling digging. rabbit trapping or poisoning, and, when
the shearing season commenced, work in the wool shed. The newcomers
found it difficult (0 get rural work because they were seen by the local

e as being inexperienced. However, as they became better known
some of them did get jobs on the propertes. In fact some of them
‘married grazie’ sons or daus

‘During this time geiing people 0 invest in gold mining was a very
difficult ask. However the Marshall Brothers managed o aitract capital
for the mines at Hawkins Hill. Over the years they provided many Hill
End miners with employment. Any work with regular wages was most
veloome, 1 gave a il 1 the fown. a5 well 35 o those dictly

emplo
“In Amurly 193051 worked in the Amalgamated Tunnel with Morric:

Judge, Bet Longmore, Arthur Alder and Jimmy Smythe. Before we could
commence mining we had (o clean up portions of the Amalgamated
Tunnel g il o
Elis,

excellnt miner il s e skl nccded o caty out he sk of
sharpener, engine driver and
s hima great mate to work with.
I then worked with Jimmy Smythe putting up a ise on a small vein
close to the bottom of the Star of Peace shaft. Although some of the
miners were operating preumatic boring machines quite near us,
Jimmy and myself were using the old method of hammer and drill T
i o e s Fimy e e G 1 s ks when
s .m of
dust and fumes. Angus Longmore s charge tions
2nd he war woeking in the consoidated tamnel with snother pany of
‘miners which included Dad and Bab Ross”.
Edward George Dyson's poem To the Men of the Mines is an
appropriate comment on Digger’ sory of mining at Hill End
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1 had a personal experience that proved the capabil
s happened when & bulldzer we were using for allowial mining
became bogged in Golden Gully.

‘The bulldozer contractor we had working for us had inadvertently
backed the machine into a deep hole filled with sand and water and the
machine was submerged up to the driver's sea.

‘The contractor was very experienced, having spent some years on the
Snowy Mountains Scheme, and he considered it would be impossibe to
get the dozer out without getting a similar machine from Mudgee. This
‘would have been an expensive and time consuming solution (o the
problem.

My suggestion that we ask the mill boys o bring down a machine
they had made and called "The Bug’ was greeted with little cnthusiasm.
However, I went 1o the mill and asked for their suggestions. And,
although the mill was working at full speed, Bob sang out:"Close down
the saws, Bruce is in trouble and we have o pull a bulldozer out of a

'All hands plus the Bug, proceeded to the mine and in the capable
hands of l'R:y‘ the Bug wasdriven sigh ver theseepallvial bark of

aheavy seel rope were attached o st Bug. A tractor was
then hooked 1o the front of the Bug to prevent it from rearing up when
the strain was applied. Ray then started the Bug and to the great
amazement of the dozer operator, the bogged bulldozer rose slowly out of
the muddy bog hole, like some prehistoric monster emerging from a
primordial mud bath. The ingenity of the mill boys had triumphed over
what an imy
In 1961, electricity came to Hill End. Gone were the days of stoking
£ - P

Diesel, in order &
the saws amming s te ik of a swith. The powersuply for the

ith the advent of electricity a plzmllg i i s e
mill. This machin had the abiliy to dress and shape weather boards, T
& G flooring boards, skirting and architraves. Some of the flooring
‘boards produced were from red box or red gum timber that when
and oiled produces hard wearing boards with glowing red colours .
However, the planer was not a financial suceess.

In 1970, a second fire wreaked havoc on the mill and all the valuable
saws y wety
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“Angus Longmore and son Norman were working on the lower part
of Beyers and Holterman'’s mullock dump and we were working on the
Rose of England dump.
us and son had rigged up a small flying fox 1o send their fines

down o the crushing plant and while dad was working on this particular
s thy allowd im0 e thei ing o s e s working nearby.

"This kind of co-operation was of enormous benefit o the o mkm
and

the hill were able to sen the fines down on the big main fiying fox,
which runs from the top of the hill down to the crushing plant at the
mouth of the Consolidated Tunnel. The main cables on the big flying
fox were_originally the cables that propelled the cable trams around the
streets of Sydney.

At one time Dad and Mo were working the Star of Peace dump and
Tom and Jack Bairstow were workin; the dump near the  ying fox.

Hill, many of them newcomers (0 th own. Most of he p s
able o make a reasonable living in this healthy outdoor work, much
better than mha)mg the dust and fumes that are always present in
underground

"Another .cuvuy a this time was rumning the. sores In underground

re min
rock in addiion o the gold bearing quartz. This was (o o oo o
the miners (o work in the stope. As the stoping proceeded upwards this
excess rock was filled back into the stope. This made the workings safe
ial. Du

s work was carried out the reefs being mined were very rich, so_ there
was always some gold lost in the waste rock that was filled back into the
E

To get the gold bearing material out of the stopes was very risky
work, because it required removing some of the timber that had been
‘placed in the roof of the drive by the original miners fo prevent the wast
matcrial falling down. Once the timber was removed this allowed the
‘mullock to run down into the drive where it could be sorted out, the
selected material then being sent 10 the crushing plant for treatment.

“This plant a the entrance of the Consolidated Tunnel was under the
control of the Marshall family and in their usoal generous fashion they
allowed all the rip vakers o use the plant o of cos. Angus Longrmore

whole plant was basis,
everyone contributing his share to the apcnsnon of the plant and in tum
getting his material treated and the gold extracted. This was a true
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Sheep and Cattle

After the gold rush was over many of the mining families tumed to
the land, for wool growing and the supply of meat for the local and
district markets. It was the grazing industry that was to give stability to
Hill End in the long term.

Maay of e peperice ki b had frontages to the Turon and
Macquarie Rivers and Green Gully and Pyramul Creeks. Much of the
Counry o the et of Sl Endvar umy timbered and more open and

iy wd e ik o particularly applied to the

Gmlua.lly the old open sheep runs, where shepherds had looked afier
the grazing sheep, were phased out. The country was fenced, scrub was
cleared, and tres ring:t Imke& The o s of e ol properes vere

It was the smaller pmwmcs that surrounded Hill End that provided
incom for their ownes and employment for many o the Hil End
le.

peopl
Groughs a0 rabit, But b and arge the and holders wee reasonably
well off, they enjoyed the good years, and tightened the belt in the bad
years.

“The rabbits had been a boon to many people but o the grazier they
were a curse. Thousands of acres were kept in a permanent state of
Seendaion, Ecron v gt s ity s of g I wad
covered with stinkwort and tobacco bush. Both of these pests flourished
dunng the rabbit plague. In the late summer iy 1950, rabbits dead of
the vi

was caried up the creeks on (0 the high uo\mrry and
Lnoagit i vast rbbit populatin, The reatant decimation of e
rabbit rapidly changed the countryside.
Stinkwor and tobacco bush almost completely isappeared, gass
4 to the hill

Rabbits have now became immune to most strains of the virus but as yet
the rabbits have not retumed in the plague proportions that existed prior
10 1950.

1
and in many areas this had a dramatic effect on the carrying capacity of
the land.

‘The grazing families that used Hill End as their main community
centre dusing the period covered by this history were,
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Chapter 10
The Rabbit Industry

For those Hill End people not involved in gold mining, the rabbit
skin industry was the main means of eaming a living. For about four
months each year many of the locals went on t0 the surrounding grazing
properties o trap or poison rabbits.

“The rabbiter usually had a permanent year t0 year arrangement with
one of the graziers, and quite often when the scason finished the trapper
Vol spend th s of h year oing rural work (o he same gazer
Many of the locals managed to make a reasonable annual income by
combining rabbiting and rural work. For more than twenty years the

major partof the Hill End

Digger Hocking tells of his experiences during some years of
rabbiing on various Hill End properties. "My first experience of
rabbiting was with Dave Holloway, on Killongbuita Station that was
situated about 18 miles by horse or foot from Hill End. This was in
1927 and T was 17 years of age. As I did not own a horse Dave packed
my food and equipment and I carried whatever I could on my push bike. I
was able 10 ride the bike along the Bridle Track 10 a point on the
Macquarie river not far from Bruinbun Siation, here I left the bike and

i another f 1

*"Afier a weeks rabbiting 1 bought an old horse from Bob Flynn for
ten-shillings ($1.00). Unfortunately the horse became ill and died a fow
weeks after 1 bought him. However by this time I had eamed enough

oney ko by ancticr e frum Blly Lyo o e pouads (520.00).
This was a fair oney for those days, being equivalent to about 3
weeks ek i was  go0d hors well wort e moncy.

“The camp at Killongbutta was an old bark hut that we had 10 patch
up i ordr o Keep the i out. The owner 1) Leahy would not allow

four pounds ten shillings ($9.00). After a bit of experience I was able to
shoot an average of 70 rabbits a day. Some of the rabbiters became very
expert with the .22 rifle and were able to make a good living shooting
rabbits and foxes.
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and drying of the gumleaves provided employment for a number of
locals, and royalties were also paid to the Hill End Commons Trust.

‘The political situation between China and America eased and it was
o longer economical to continue this industry.

Rabbits and Blackberries
In the early 19605 1 purchased a chiller hat we opersed in

conjunction with the general store. This made possible two industries
that provided income (0 the town.

arcasses. The
chiller held about 800 pair of rabbits. The rabbits were snap frozen and
each week a contractor from Mudgee picked the frozen rabbits up and
transported them 10 Sydney. During the winter season the tra
quite good moncy. From memory the prices ranged from about 50 o 80
tperpar.

During the summer months the chiller provided the means of
handling blackberries. The local blackberry pickers were supplied with 4
gallon tins. After the pickers had filled the tins with about 40 pounds of
blackberries they were collected and brought to the chiller where they
were weighed and then frozen.

‘This was a small local industry that took advantage of a free local
resource. It also provided the opportunity for house-wives and young
me exira money, and, for the full-time professional
picker, the retums were substantial. Each week the berrics were
ted 0 Sydney for jam making
“The chiller was also a very handy addition to the shop. Diog s ot
weather, when the chiller was not needed for berries or rabbis,
a means of maling ice for tousts and storage Tor pertables and
cordials.

Apple Orchards

Apple orchards were planted by Jim Toohey, Bon Carver, and Viv
woqlmhnd were most successl as far s fuit quaity was concemed.

Howey
iffcaly ofgting the okt ke the cghards e e 3 vible
time means of eaming aliving. Over a period of years they provided
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To the Men of the Mines.

We specked as boys o'er worked out ground.
By littered lat and muddy stream,

We waiched the whim horse trudging round,
‘And rode upon the circling beam,

Within the old uproarious mill
Fed mad insatiable siamps,

Mined peaccful gorse and gusty hill
Ve, ek, 0. ond 1

And knew the sir of sudden camps

By yellow dams in summer days
We puddled at the tom; for weeks
Went seeking up the tortuous ways
Of gullies deep and hidden creeks.
We worked the shallow leads in style,
And hunted fortune down the drives,
And missed her mosily by a mile-
byayard or so. The while
We lived untrammelled, easy lives.

Throsgh laingdays ponthebrace
ured, and when night had passed
Behlathe oy nd e e
Of wondrous dawns in bushlands vast,
We heard the burdened imbers groan
s murmurous as the seas
On long, lone shores by drear winds biown.
We've seen heroic deeds, and known
The digger’s joys and ragedies.

I write in rhyme of all these things,
Wik e sk prpe, bt yoe.

Who've trenched the hill and swirled the dish,
Or toiled upon the plat and brace,

Find pleasure in the lines I trace,
No better welcome could I wish.
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Wary, Graham, Andy km/.m, Drakiford, Maftin, Edwands.
Bm58mg Burnard, é%.‘?‘&" ‘Hodge, Seaffian, Ray yner xyn mluw.

mlu.l—:r Stiart, Sibley, Poain, Steens,
é Mxm{m McKefizie, ORElly, Keightly, by S n{u and

All these Hill End land holders were very self suffcient knew their
most o ; the family

‘members. Although there was often years of devastating drought and
Pagues of mbbi, ot one (llmly ever went bankrupt. The main reason
pr by working

rderraher than incresing e overrat
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came from Sydney had been issued with a fossicking dish, i, shove
uid” (four y 10 one or
olher of the N.S.W gokd field. AL this ime anything scemed worh a

"“Some of these people refused to move on when requested by the
Tocal constable. I remember one chap who was told to move on, as he
‘would not be issued with any more dole at Hill End: so he decided that
ne vay o gt some fod wouldbe o ot sl though  window of
“This he did and was prompt!
bed and a few meals.
“The people who came 1o Hill End and stayed on as permancnt

with their own xextions and the help and generosity of the local
townspeople, lfeat Hill End was fa superio to the onc they had left.
"I am qi w©

and were sad when they eventually had fo leave.
“Certinly the i the cities and
big towns, and the gain to Hill End was their contribution o the social
and sporting life of the town. An added advantage was that many of the
newcomers had skills in various trades not generally found in small
country towns, and in some cases these skills were in part passed on to
interested locals. In this sharing of skills the ability to carry out tasks
within the town was greatly improved.
"During some of the tougher periods when the alluvial diggerscoud
not work because of Iack of rain and there was no rabbiting or
ok, many of the Hill End locals wer forcedon 1 the “Mare and Foal”
(dole)

"Dad, like myself and others, used to g0 panning for gold and in this
endeavour we were not always successful. There were large areas of
i y legally ici
other gold leases on which we could not fossick. The restrictions on
where bined i

. limited
fossicking.

7 Alterrain there was always a rush by the fossickes 0 gt out and
finda few
‘yourself competing s roome ot s fossickers for the shrnking,
and ever muddier, holes of wate,

"Dad survived a great part of the depesdonty olemng sovemment
aid for mining.
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Chapter 2

Memories of Home

i i Hill End are full i
security. T had two brothers and three sisters but I, being the youngest
‘member of the family, had a lot of love and affection lavished on me.

was a great homemaker in a period when homes had to be
made. She was forever papering the walls and making new curiains and
cushion covers, vamishing the furniture and polishing the lino. Beech's
store always had a good collection of brightly coloured cretonne for 1/3
(13 cents) per yard, and mum was one of Beech's best cretonne and
‘wallpaper customers

=

Bleak House my childhood home. This photograph was taken just after
it was carried from in front of the post office 10 its present site in Reef
St. My mother purchased it from John Ross in 1917 for one hundred
pounds a considerable sum of money for that period. I was ten months
old when we moved in

On the electoral rolls, the occupation of the vast majority of women
was classified as Home Duties. This classification was totally inadequate
o describe the true occupational skills of these women. They required
skills in medicine, dressmaking, cooking, educating their children and at
the same time were involved in community affairs. Above all they
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-

one hundredth birthday. His son, Digger Hocking, has a tape of this
t

“Mis Hocking and all the Iamily e

beter place n which o live and bring p a

Diager olowed i his fahers foiscps and was invalved i almost
every aspect of community life, both in m: town itself and on many
dwlﬂﬂls wn'wvaﬂ“ . He has

He was a man of many skills. These covered carpener, painter,
‘miner, engine driver, film projectionist, shop assistant, but above all was
i Heal

had time (o listen, a quality that gave him understanding and a love of
people.
At par
infectious, and when he was present laughter became part of the outing.
appe o ot f ple. My

Kotk oatoalon 1S5 Kol o i tows. Wi 1 et

yp
1o help i my way T can o st you i .«omn m ‘memorable.

‘depression and post war years”. The remainder of this chapter is how
Digger remembers Hill End.

"The number of people who came, and stopped for a time at Hill End,
doss represent a very large number, when compared with the township's
population at that time. Of course, there were many people who came
and stopped for only a short period. The length of their stay was often
shorer than .

“The local policeman issued the dole tickets and was usually under

towns and villages would not be unduly disrupted by a large influx of

Tule End,
the reason being tha there was a large area of crown land where they
could live without disturbing the local community, and also that they
could eam some money by digging for

“The dole at that time was four shillings and nincpent
(spworimatly S0c) s wek or il peson. Same of th mon who
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"Civilisation is a stream with banks.
the stream is sometimes filled with
blood from the people killing, stealing,
shouting and doing the things historians
usually record, while on the banks,
unnoticed, people build homes make
love, raise children, sing songs, write
poetry and even whitlle statues. The
story of civilisation is what happened
on the banks. Historians are pessimists
because they ignore the banks for the
rivers"

‘Will Durant wrote the above when challenged to sum
up civilisation in a paragraph.
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Chapter 24

Sluicing Golden Gully and The Junction.

In May, 1911 the Golden Gully Tambaroora Siicing Company was
formed. The gbiee s o e the Golden Glly allaval s aniog
from Hill End to :

was 15 thousand
of five shillings cach. The vendor syndicate had spent three hunded

cubic yards of alluvial wash, worth something over one shilling and
three-pence per yad,without reckoing upon heoccasional pecimens,

will be uncovering th
continuations of some of the gnld bcanng oo b sl e
on the hillsdes and gave very rich retums (o their owners.

‘The water supply was 0 be provided by two dams, one oppasite the
Canton shaft and the other at the confluence of Hopman's Creck with
Golden Gully Crek.

It was proposed 10 install a plant similar in design but much more
‘powerul, 10 that in use at the Great Britain Tin Slaicing Conparys
property at Emmerville, The Britain plant has cmnuswelydm
 worked

by the adoption of modem Hydraulic Slicing methods.

‘The 1911 prospectus gives us the information that:

"Agreements had been entered into for the purchase of the sluicing
arcas held by Messrs James and Samuel Ellis, John Ellis and Samucl
Ellis Junior, William Hamilton and Francis John Walli

It was estimated that the proposed plant would sluice ot less than
5,000 cubic yards of wash per week. This wash is estimated t0 yield not
Iess than one shilling and threepence per cubic yard, and the cost of
sluicing is estimated at a maximum of fivepence.per cubic yard, or a
profit of tenpence. per yard thus giving a profi of say, two-hundred and

; year of 43 thousand

pounds. Assuming that allcapital is subscribed, the profis from working

fhoud repey he whole in cighcen monts. Wit the ground already
secured, the property will probably lastat least ten years.”
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tunnels in hard rock. Aid was usually given in places where the Mines
Inspector
et containing suficient gold 1 b payabl. If he prospecio was

beyond a certain level, the aid that had been given was repaid
to the government.

“The prospector had to provide the explosives, the tools and the
labour and the Government, through the Mines Department, paid 5o
kg fot o viog o sking, Th amcurt ws lly et

ruckblng kALl End 50 smomt pid
was luu\ly about two pounds ten shillings ($5.00) per

'Dad worked at Tip Raking on the Hawkins Hill mnﬂock tips. These.

gold.

[ i G ¥ 1 i 0 S B Pt O

sometimes having the help of family or frends, but mainly on his

S warking on e St of Fcee tp o had 0 whee ho 7y Gt o 8

barrow. This required him to whee! the barrow around a very rough and
Flying Fox. Here the pay dirt was sent down on the

Flying Fox (0 the crushing plant at the bottom of the hill

"From records Dad kept during the tw0 years he worked on the tips
we find that he crushed 442 tons of material for a total retum of 59
ounces 13 pennyweights, that averaged out at approximately 2
pennyweights 16 grains per ton.

“He sold most of the gold at $15.00 per ounce and during the latier
period received $16.00 per ounce from Frank Lamb, who was the
Storekeeper at that ime. On these figures he averaged almost $9.00 per
‘week for the two year period. This was an excellent resul at a e when
Age, i you cokd g b wee about S600 s ek 2 e de
was about 50 cens.

was to screen the mullock dumps at suitable places where it had been
ascertained by prospecting that the fine material in the dump contained
gold.

“The screening was carred out by shovelling the selected material
onto a wire mattress from an old style double bed. The mattress was sot
atan angle 5o that the fine material passed through the wire mesh. This
fine material was bagged and sent (o the treatment battery. The heavy
material that had not passed through the screen was visually checked for
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buy a loaf of bread”, apparently it did because he was given a loaf of
bread.

nts)
‘we buy today

im O'Brin and his son would pass our camp on the way to work.
‘They were ringbarking trees on Jack Tomlinson's property. They would
pass our camp at sundown on their way home, after  hard days work
with the axe.

“Another identity who came our way was Jim Fitzgerald, who often
passed 4 i camp
and gave us a kangaroo tail. He gave us instructions how t0 cook it so.
you could enjoy the meat as well as have plenty of soup. Jim also gave

sk -

In those days  laf of bread weighed 2 pounds,cot 4.5 peoce 45
i bread it the bread

property.

‘Jim's wife was the postmistress at Sally's Flat and her po vas e
centre where orders were left by the mail or passenger services. These
carries wold pic p orders forgrocerics meattc. n the moreing on
their way 10 Bathurst or M\ldgce and deliver the goods back at Sally's
Flat on the retum journ

s Fizgersio and indcd her whole family, were the salt of the
earth, Mrs Fitzgerald was a generous and loving mother to everyone, a
true Christian in every sense of the word. For those who needed some
reliefin a time of great hardship, her housc was faren o good cheer ad
laghterand was bvaysfiled withvsiors and e

‘Our order usually contained such items as hlud meat, buter, jam,
hecse, tinned pess . Wo collecled he 8000 o mght pid the il plus
two shillngs (20 cents)freight.

“One of the real old timers we met was Jim O'Brien's brother Mick,
he lived by the Green Valley Creek. He lived in a two room hut he had
bnl t himself. We ofien visited Mick for a yam and to imbibe in some

Ak fow sheep on 30 acres of nice grassy country that was
green and lush in the spring.
“Every moming at dawn we would light our fire by shaking the ashes
mdp«mn;muafmmunrmgynmmﬁmamym The
from a tree was always dry even in wet weather and was a
magic means of lighting the camp.fre Looking across at Mick's
chimney ising up, he. 3
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Sofala, Waitle Flat, Peel, Turondale and, of course, the many peaple
living on grazing properties throughout the district. There was also a
number of people from further afield, some even coming from other

states.
Old friendships were renewed and competition i all the events were
keenly contested in a friendly and sporting manner. A yarn and a few
beers at the Royal were capped off by dancing into the early hours of the:
rming, when pleasurable exhaustion usually called a halt (0
festivities. The locals and all the other Hill End addicts looked forward to
annual functions with keen anticipation.

Unfortunately many of the present generation miss out on the
companionship and p!mlue fit was engendered ancnga those who

sper
the organisers seemed 10 get mor pleasare out of the plepanllon =
rehearsal activities than they did out of the event tself.
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Amidst all the despondency of the depression, some important
nings were recorded in Australia.

Australia
Australia and Britain were connected by telephone, and on 30 April
1930 the Prime Ministers of Austraia and Britain were able to converse.
with one another by tlephone.
In December 1930 Western Australia was connected by telephone o
the restof Austral
On Saturday 24 May 1930, Amy Johnson reached Darwin, and
thercfore became the first woman aviator (0 fly from England to
stralia.

Ho
Derelicts evited from the Domain'; ‘Children Underfed';
‘Stole Food Rather Than Starve'. were quitc common. The winter
of 1932 had
been slow (0 begin, and it was meagre in extent and humiliating in form;
the dole, sustenance, the issue of army clothing left over from the war,
the employment of men on relicf work, and the removal of unemployed
from their families to camps. Two large camps were established one at
Lidcombe another at La Perouse, they were occupied by people who had
been thrown out of their homes through their inability to pay rent. There
were some thousands of people living in these camps in appalling
jons.

‘The dole or susienance was not usually available (o single women,
: . il e

‘meal tickets but later, (0 get them off the streets, they were brought into
‘camps or pushed out (0 the country. They were often forced to tramp
from town to town in order 10 be eligible for track rations. Humping the
bluey came back into vogue, the name bluey coined from the colour of
the blanket forming the main part of the swag.

Later resort (o various forms of unemployed relief
‘work. Unemployed men were required to Iabour on construction or

far afield it ook him, became a conditon of Mis family's furiher
stance. Many of the projects operated under this scheme were in

{solated areas. The worker were required to live in tents and what we
now look on as essential services were non existent.
‘Bathurst National Advocate September 1931 states
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One of the most exciting and interesting events that I was involved in
took place at Hill End on 21 August 1963,

‘The managing director of Cobb & Co Queensland financed and
organised an epic coach joumey in aid of the Fiying Doctor Service. The
coach journey covered 2868 miles, commencing in Port Douglas

the 30 June 1 ishing in Melbourne on

20 September 1963.

Money was raised by charging people to ride on the coach over
various sections of the journey, and by sports days, Balls and other
functions held at the towns the coach visited. The marathon jouney was
‘well organised and was hailed s a resounding sucess.

The Hill End people joined in the spirit of event with great
enthusiasm. Practically the whole town was dressed in period costume
both for the welcome to the coach and the ball at night. Armed with
‘orders from a number of locals I went to Sydney and hired a wide varicty
‘of male and female period costurmes.

Our first function was at the spot where alluvial gold was first
discovered in Tambaroora. A large contingent of Hill End residents and
visitors welcomed the coach at this point. It was a wonderful sight with
all the people in period costume. Enid Kell and Flo Ellis were striking
pair in their period costumes and appropriately riding their horses side
saddle. George And p lice unifo

figure on a bay horse.

he dug ahole
fo th police en ol Then il som locls nthe cosch ws moved
on to the Royal Hotel at Hill End where practically the whole town

el am i vy plenid sigh o s e Eoscs md b
clatier down the avenue.

‘The ball at night was also a great event and people dancing in period
costume made it an unforgeftable night.

My wife and I were invited 10 the Cobb and Co Ball in Bathurst. This
‘was held in an ex-amy building and 1600 people attended. Those present
included many prominent people from the entertainment and official
‘walks of life, many of them from distant towns and Sydney. There were
floor shows and dancing unil the early hours of the moming.

An ounce of gold sent on the coach from Hill End was. ata
pary in Lonsdale steet Melbourns the e of the oiginal Cobb & Co
stables.

Al our sports days were very happy social gatherings and were well

ipported by
Hargraves, Triamble Pyramul, Long Creek, Windeyer, Sallys Flat,
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“The fist discussions as to Hill End's suitability to become a National

Hisri Vilage for the commemortion o the discorery o goid in
wustrala, occurred at Hill End on Easter Saturday 1964,

“The discussion took place between Dick Simpson, then the District
Surveyor at Orange, Bill Lyle, Norman Cross and myself. Bill, Norman
and myself were at that time executive officers of the Hill End Citizens'
Association. The HECA, together with the townspeople, was trying (o
stem Hill End's shrinking population and the erosion of its amenitics.
Our policy was to encourage tourists and improve the social and
entertainment facilities in the town, and, at the same time, (o encourage
any new ideas that would provide employment.

Having listened to Dick Simpson's ideas, we were both interested and
10 some degree excited, at what appeared to be an opporunty 1o
safeguard the future preservation of Hill End, and at the same tim
achiove many Of our other objectives, such a5 employment,

veement, and improvedcommankty ameniies.

At the next meeting of the Citizens Association, we discussed Dick
Simpson's proposal. After some lengthy debate, the proposal, as
suggested by Dick Simpson, was unanimously accepted by those

10 promote the idea to the best of their ability.

In camying out this dircctive the exccutive contacted all relevant
members of State and Federal Parliaments; the Turon Shire Council; The
National Trust of Australia; local Historical Societies and the media.
Every contact we made reacted with enthusiasm (0 the suggestion that
Hill End become the first Historic Site in NSW.

in officer from the Lands

‘was writien by the Orange District Surveyor, Dick Simpson.

“This first report suggested that the Historic Site should be restricted
10.a comparatively small area, which just covered the central part of the
village. This plan excluded the Royal Hotel, Royal Hall, and the general
s oppesie e e, ad ko e s moden ko a1d Innldmgs

wn, the.
Vit th cigina buldins n the i partof the town.

Dick Simpson suggested these exclusions so that the initial cost of
‘acquirement, would make the plan more aractive to the government. It
yaslt decided that the shop an ot should be nclded 35 thse

2030 imporatpat of e S
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Chapter 27
National Historic Site Declared.

On the seventh. November 1966, Mr. Tom Lewis, M.L.A., Minister

for Lands, released a press statement in which he announced that_Hill

End, a century ago the largestinland town in the then colony of NS.W.,
today, a quiet, peaceful community but retaining an atmosphere of

fascination for the past glry of the Turon gold era, s to be the location

of a National Historic Village. Many Hill End residents reccived the

‘convinced that this declaration was the only way that Hill End could be
saved. My experience told me that the declining population would not be
able to maintain the public and commercial buildings that were still
standing in the town. I had been a trustee of the Hospital Building fee
ome years and it was most iffclt o cven keep tat o uilding
falling into irreparable condit

However, th deciraton ws only a picce of paper that provided
official
and controversial task.

‘Government sourced money is always in short supply for ths type of
development, particularly when the development is isolated and docs not
provide any great political advantage (0 the govemment in power at any
given time. This problem is universal and because of the lck of adequate:
fnancethe implementationof major rstoation of il End hasfallen
short of the expectations of most of the people involved.

oo of restoring old buildings to their original condition is most
expensive asis the on going maintenance. The cost in time and labour is
not always apparent o those not dircily concemed. These hidden costs
are often the cause of misunderstanding as to where the money is going:
converscly, money spent on new biings, has an immediate and
favourable imy

‘The early hlsmry of how the Historic Village was first conceived, and
the people who were involved in ts conception, has to my knowledge
never been correctly documented. I have in my possession sy
cortespondence and newspaper reports and therefore can give a fac
history of the early

ussions and meetings that were held.

m
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but that roadside strip development would be considered undesirable. It

side of the road at Tambaroora and the land behind would then be made
available for residential development. An avenue of native trees would

‘The prospective resident is sometimes discouraged by stringent
conditions on where or how o bl Sl e vialtyof the sl i
enhanced by increased poy ink that with careful planning and
oar st i siion o st 1 totally concur with any
regulations that preserve the historical and visual aspects of the site, but
‘would also like 10 se¢ planned development.

Some residents see controls over the type of _design of home,
material used and colour of paint, fences eic, as an infringement on their
b rights.

ind that all

lyptsol bulifing gl e f oo scav

ver, if they are applied without very el sm readily
available information, supphied by NPWS and local coumil, then
inevitably there will be conflict between the authority and the home
builder,

In 1970 the historic site was extended beyond the initial area, which
had only embraced the central par of the town. In these areas, the service
purchased land as it became available and in some cases, lease-back or

occupancy
owners. Now that the site has had twenty years to plan, it would be

desigateaeas o those ho wish o bld a home i e area.
Hill End some of

i et vl b establishment of the Historic Site and
the remainder to general increases in land values. When I left Hill End in
the mid 19605, the going price for blocks of land at Hill End was 40 to
50 dollars. Now I am told that building blocks are being sold for 10 to
i far in excess of

the state average.
On the positive side we have to look at the improvements that have

been instiied od by the NPWS and the extensive obuilding and
’ .

The tor's C
the provision of a very comprehensive range of information by way of
maps leaflets and books, verbal information and assistance in
understanding the site, restoration of a number of buildings,
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‘The Minister for Lands then asked that a commitiee meeting be called
to discuss the Simpson

the Turon Shirs Councl Ofices & Kelso,on ninth August 1966. The
Committee had representatives from the Lands Department, National
‘st Mincs Deparment and membesa he Turon Shie Gouncl, The
Hill End Citizens were represented by Norman Cross, Bill Lyle and
myself,

be important o the Hill End communiy, local government, hisorical
n, and undesirable development.

‘The minister then released an official statement giving a general

summary of the guidelines that would be used for the planned Historic

soon aftr the Historc Site was declared. It would have given me great
i the plan to

preseve and i e vilag, 52 ed i s

iowve. | addened it many of e fotre o o e o,
isused i sl egottons. v nt b caried o Some of e
as stated carlier are no doubt due o insuficient grants by the
govemmen. Others seem o have been overlooked in latr planning.

One suggestion that did disturb me was one that the use of the
‘common should be retrcted orrescinded.

The Hill End Common was an integal part of the caly pamin. s

prevent the encroachment of undesiruble grazing Iease, that would
eventually lead 10 land clearing etc, and also would provide an adequate.
barier around the site, and at the same time provide visitors and locals
with a recreational area tht could be freely used for bush walking and
other actvities.

T am aware that cattle wandering within the site have caused some
problems, but the cattle also provide an important service by keeping the
grass under control. This would present a massive task if the caitle were
shut out. 1 do hope that some compromise can be reached in this matter

that the Common remains safe for al time.
areas for those wishing to build a home at
U Ead o 5 be cxtended. | was under he imprssion that
used more or less as a dormitory area for the site,

13
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Chapter 28
Hospital Doctors and Nurses

Hill End, because of its isolation and small population, was never
very attractive to the Medical profession. However, prior to 1925, the
Hill End Hospital had operated as a fully equipped institution, providing
‘medical and nursing care for the local and district population. The
Hospital had a Resident Medical Officer, and there was also a Resident
Matron and a permanent hospital staf. Surgeons were on call from both
Bathurst and Mudgee. Appointment of staff, raising of funds and the
general business of the Hospital was under the control of a local
Committee.

Although the year 1915 docs ot fall wilkin the scope of this
History, it seemed worth while 1o quote the report of the Hill End
Hospital for that year.In 1915 The Hill End and Tambaroora Disrict
‘Hospital Committee

"In presenting this report the retiring Committee have much pleasure
in statng thatthe pastear hasecipsed all preiousyeas. bothin regard
3 i
in expenditure, but owing 10 the calzful Haismen of the Matron and
the commitiee, the expenses are below that o last

“The number of epidemics has shown the nnmuy for a Hospital,
both as a place for skilful ireatment and place for isolation. The amount
of expenditure on the institution justified itself in a case of infectious
disease, where, there is no doubi, the exira care taken by the Matron
saved the town much expense and worry.

“The Hospital standard has been more than maintained. Wards have

-proof, new
the staff and the patients. e have purchased a complete set of splints
and installed a large stock of drugs, a very necessary step in a town
without a chemist's shop. The public obtain these drugs at almast cost

ce.

“During the year there have been no siaff changes. The present
Matron has proved herself a kind, attentive and unsparing nurse. Owing
10 the strain of day and night nursing in some difficulf cases she has had
10 be relieved at times. Should the number of patients increase additional
staff will be necessary.
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Stools were made by boring angled holes in a plank. Round sapling
legs were then inserted in the holes, the angled legs giving the seat
stability. Some of these seats gave years of service.

A useful cool safe, for meat and other perishables, was made by
passing a pole lengthwise through a chaff bag, and then placing &

in the bottom. The pol

il fe. The  of the bag
was then tied with cord.

“The Kitchen cupboard was often a packing case. Tee- hinges were
Sl o i eomeationl Wiges oo available, hinges could be

n:vanelyofmmtmummuﬂkn and varied from rough
e builder.

they came in a variety of styles some with hand-hewn seats, other
‘models, i
“This type required the user 10 adopt a crouching position whilst the
operative part of their anatomy balanced over the hole. Reading matter
vas 20 provided becae o the secesly o keep ones balans and
concentrate on the job in hand, and consequential visits were as brif
‘possible. This later type of toilet resulted in a great mprovemcat i
productivity when installed at a mine.

A bucket of ashes from the kitchen fire was kept at the toilet and
instead of pulling the chain to flush with water, you simply sprinkled a
dipper of ashes down the hole. This simple action preveted odour and
discouraged . S ot ad n en dooeway witha viw, oers
had a com bag curtain. A nail in one of the uprights supported a
Brothrs calogue or nEWWCIIl tosize.

back

ol mver oy st ik il b o en, on
v, o woud lgh the candle that vas vays ept n 8 handy
position. In later years the electric torch provided a weapon that was

‘The outdoor convenience was also handy for a furtive smoke but to
h oL e et

stronger than the lingering scent of tobacco.

‘After the home was established it was then time to think about low
cost food. Most of the newcomers soon had a vegetable garden in
production while free meat for the table came from rabbits, kangaroos,
the odd murray cod or yellow belly. Wood for cooking and heating was
freely available on the Common. In season there were vast quant

50
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establishment and maintenance of Camping Areas, water supply, water
reservoirs, effluent disposal; and garbage disposal. Many of these arc
srvces nomaly provided by local governmert. However, hey are
thought of i
walking tracks,
many of these involving considerable cxpenditur, that would have been
far beyond the capacity of the Hill End residents.

‘With these things in mind it has been said. that :

While the Service is Managing the Hill End Site with some degree of
success in the physical sense - the environment, sructures, landscape etc
it s less capable of providing for the needs o the local population. Any
sense of preserving a certain evolving social pattern in the Hill End
Historic Site is disrupted by the very presence of the service as the new

“The Draft leO[MzMsvmull 1979 conainssome 0o pages ad
‘subjects relating,
Hill End Site. A major review of this 1979 Draft Plan was pbced on
exhibition in 1988, This Draft Plan is most comprehensive and if all its
posals can eventually be carried out, then I feel that most people
would be happy with the result.

One of the paragraphs detsitng the. the management task s

particularly significant to local residents:

“Partofthepresen day il End community live withinthe Historic
Site. Their
Service in its management, a major component of which s the

he resident

community, visitors and the Service itself".

Perhaps this s the salient point for many of the problems that have:

fien surfaced sis i “The conflict of aspi
of allthe people involved".

Let us hope that the new generation of Hill End residents and the
Service will be able 1o resolve some of these conflicting aspirations, and
jointly work towards making the Hill End Historic Site something that
the residents, the Service and the visitors can claim has been achicved
with their combined efforts.
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‘The Common ground surrounding Hill End provided free building
‘materials such as timber, sheets of bark for roof or the sides of the hut,
mud and wartles for the walls if building a ‘wattle and daub’ house.
“Wattle'is the English word for flexible twig or rod. As the twigs of the
Australian Acacia were frequently used for wattling mud houses, our
Acacia became generally known as wattle trees. However most of the
“waitles’ used at Hill End were from slender stringy bark saplings. The
floors of the huts were made by pounding down damp clay.

‘There were quantities of old bricks and stone for chimney and

i iron that

i i . All
wete combined in various forms to make very comfortable and warm

i
across poles these were fitted into forked sticks set in the carth at each
comer of the bed. Sometimes the bag mattress was filled with dry grass
and layers of news

A "wagga rug” compleiedthe bed, a wagga rug was made by sewing
three com bags together then lining the inside of the bags with
newspaper. This made a very warm but heavy blanket. The wagga rug
was rather hard (0 keep on the bed and because of this it was often held
on by what was called a “Kicking Sirap". This was several loops of
or other suitable materia tied around the bed poes and over the wagga
g,

Com bags were readily available in the country at this time as all
wheat, flour, com, oats, bran, pollard etc, were packed in them. When
y they s fi i . With
the end tucked in they became an effective covering for head and back
against the rain, sewn together, they could be made into a tent fly, mats
for the door, covers for windows without glass, a curtain for the door of
the outhouse. Both ends tightly sewn with one side cut in the middie and
thrown across  riding saddle, they became sturdy pack-saddles for
of horses. They
e e e s e home made seats, sewn together with
Topes or straps added, they made a very warm horse rug. Walls and
ceilings of | i
for the floor. In fact their use was only.
n .

ted by your imagination.

carry a plank top, wi(h long plank stools on cither side fixed in a similar
way on embedded supports. Planks for table and stools were made by
sing anadz 0 squae nd Smooth roun bush poles.

49





index-189_1.jpg
£ sd £sd

Subscriptions  111.13.0  Medical Salaries
Donations 57. 4.0 Nursing & Gen.Staff
Entertainment ~ 77. 6.0 Provisions

ients Contr ~ 47. 0.11  Drugs & Dressings
Gov.Subsidy  200. 0 9 Fuel & Light
Interest 12. 5.1 Bed Linen ete.
Fumiture
Repairs
Funerals 5.10.0
Sundries 18.6
TOTAL £505.10, £441.8.5

‘The Report gave a list of about 200 donations for 1915. Apart from

local citizens, there were some interesting donations:
Walter and Eliza Hall Trust $50; Hill End Jubilee Trust $20;
Brewery Newcastle $2; Denham Bros Sydney $1; Distillery
CoLtd Sydn:y, w Dowhng Sydney $3; Edwards & Co tea merchants
Sydney nd & Co Sydney SI; T.Gibbet Syaney $1; Griffiths

$3; Mrs.Harris $4; M.Mollard Sydney S1; H) M::Flmne Bathurs $17.85;
W & A M'Arthur & Co Sydney S2; Pickles & Son Sydney $1; Hawkins
Hill Reward $4.20; William Scott Sydney Builder $1; H.Shelly Sydney
$2; James Steadman Sydney $1; W.D & H.O Wills Lid Sydney $2;
Donnelly Bros Motor Service 50c; Hunter & Son Sydney S0c.; Hospital
Box $44.40.

By 1925, due to the fall in population and better transport facilities
available between Hill End, Bathurst and Mudgee the role of the Hospital
had declined. It was also becoming more difficult to raise money.

In 1925 Blanche Lee was the Resident Matron and the G.P at that
time was Doctor Smith Marr. Blanche Lee was the last Matron at the
Hospital and after she retired from the Hospital, she lived on at Hill End
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Sl e e oty I Spnber 1913 ey el i o ot o
Hill End. Ina recent letter AIf tels some of their ex

"My tno brothrs and 1 ycled fom Blackheath o il End, sting
outin early Sept 93:
flour, a few cooking utensils and a et fly. In cash we had 35 shillings
each (§3.50). Armiving at Yetholme at sundown we camped under some

afall of snow during the night.
"We were soon on our way to Bathurst, arriving there at about 2 pm.
‘We decided t0 take the Bridle Track o Hill End, (ths road follows the
Macquarie and Turon Rivers eventually climbing up from the Turon
vally oo the Hill End Platea) On ourjourey we called n at Albrt
o

o chtes omatos hat e v gtowing s g

*On our arrival at Hill End we purchased some bread and a few
groceries at Em Hodges bakery. From Hill End we followed the main
Bathurst road until we reached Sally's Flat a small hamlet about ten
miles from Hill End.

“We stared fossicking for gold in the creck bed and we soon met

be kel 0 gt afow colours of gold.

‘In a cottage about 200 yards away lived Jim O'Brien with his wife
‘and family. They were Dinky Di Australians and were the type of people
we were glad to meet, they remained our friends untl the time of their

Litt
e sinlsbagtor ol oo iod

‘connect with the Hill End-Mudgee:
A Pyramul district.
gange 110 s how 10 gt a saring docke (This docket made e
recipient eligible for relief work),rom the Police Station at Hargraves.
past of the Govemment Relief work program.
"Weariveda Hargraes e ea oy nd h polc wued s wih
pair of army bools and a starting docket.
“We had enough money (0 buy a couple of loaves of bread and some

‘and put about six grains of gold onto the gold scales, saying; "Will that
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“During the year oceasion was taken of the visit of Mr Estell,

oblaining a grant for repairs 1o the building. As a result of these
representations the Government granied 314 pounds (5628).Plns have

- We have to
and Mr Dunn especic . o the
don inthis mater.
32 in Pati
Ofthese 14 mals recoveed, S were velned avd 4 de e 8 females
3 were relieved. L of wi
and 38 females), 23 lieved (12 males and 11

females), and 6 died. One male remained in Hospital at the end of the

Sear.
“We wish (o thank the ladies who assisted at the annual bazaar, all
coll lso donors in L Weirf the

Committee Room.

“During the year the medical arrangements were altered. We were ina
position 1o appoint Dr.W.K Dale, M.B, as the much desired resident
Medical Officer, with Drs Lester and Boake as consuling surgeons. Dr
Dale has given great satisfaction, and we have o thank him for much
needed help at times; also Drs Lester and Boake for stepping into the
breach when ever needed. The services of the two latter in the time of
stress cannat be 100 greatly emphasised.

"At the beginning of the year two capable officers retired, in the
persons of Messers A LeMessurier and A. Payne, the former fter a
period of 33 years as Treasurer. The service of both was publicly
recognised
of the institution. Mr Le Messurier was succeeded by Mr A.E.Cook and
Mr Payne by Mr AW Marshall,

“In conclusion we wish the incoming Committee every success and
assure them of our loyal support. With the support of the public we look
Jorward to another successful year.

“The Hospital Board in 1915 held 12 ordinary and 3 special meetings,
the figure after each Commitiee Members name donates the number of

meetings they atten
F.Brandon 14, AE.Cook 15, AW.Marshall 15, E.Goodwin 13,
$Millen 11 F Hodse 8, Auchinson 8, V-Whitaker 7. ) Sullivan 6.
Hopman S, D.Marshall 4, W.AJMarshall 3, K McKenzie 2.
s Walpole 2.
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blackberries that could be eaten fresh, preserved, or made into jam or
wine.

Many abandoned home sites had a variety of frui trees that although
unattended for many years, stillproduced quantities of good quality fruit.
Those that had survived best were plums, quinces, apricots, pears,
‘mulberries and cherries.

Jam bottles were made by heating a specially made circle of iron that
fitted onto the shoulder of a beer bottle. The hot iron was held on the
bottle for a few seconds and then the bottle was plunged into cold water.
The narrow neck of the bottle fell away leaving a nice neat glass
container. Afier filling, the jar was sealed by gluing seveal thickener's of
brown paper over the

During World War 11 when drinking glasses became scarce, the
troops revived this old custom of cuting the tops off beer bottles. The
lip of the cut bottle was ground smooth and the result was a serviceable.
drinking glass, and was known as a Lady Blamey.

A uiling and furnshin the nouss 2nd making provision for
some food for the table, the next step was (0 learm the art of fossicking
for gold. Once the art of fossicking was mastered it was possible to eam

ready cash for extras.

Many of the newcomers followed tis plan with great success and

4o their adapability. I personaly sampled meals that included oo

Deion produced a good drop of mulberry and ek oy wine,
Both vintages were very drinkable but the high alcohol content put them
in the drink with care class.

Success in the home and food departments gave the new pioneers &
great sense of pride and independence, both of which were difficult to
achieve. in the city where the unemployed were battling with so many
difficult and soul-destroying problems. There were, of course, some who
did not adapt so well but even they muddied along in an independent
manner,

For
there are today, finance was apmbum ot oo on s they )
very thin cigareties, known as ‘racehorses', recycled their butts, ot

extreme cases mixed tea leaves o e grape caves ith hee ol
‘smoking
Joined in wilh the local o make theiown eneranment ad i i area
they made a great contribution to the social life of the town.
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‘The newcomers soon found that the skills they had brought with
them were not always the answer to survival in this new improvement,
To succeed in their new life it was necessary to learn from the locals;

who
Some came with capital or mining ventures and other projects that
provided employment for locals, others came and took up grazing leases

and ried 10 ke out a living made almost impossbl by (e low price of
wool.

As this quote from the Bathurst National Advocate 10 Septomber
1931 states many individuals at Hill End were prospecting for gold with
the help of Govermment.

“There is a good deal of actvity in gold mining at Hill End. Tommy
‘Tunbridge and party have done a considerable amount of prospecting on
the old Golden Gully line of reefs, they have sunk a shaft 100 feet deep
and driven along the reef but no payable results to date.

“Jim Rodwell and party have compleied sinking a shaft 150 feet
pulling up the mullock and quartz with a windlass. They have dollied
some gold from the quartz and this has kept their intcrest alive. There is
duie a i (minng) vilage of newcomers aroun this area (Golden

ully).

“Arth and party mprwpecnngnmmzlnseofﬂnghnd
lsim on Hawking Hil The party is driving along the Brown Ve

i 2 bonaide pospecting vetrs and culd b rewarded with arichin,
particularly when they get through the cross course on the north side.

‘Wal Houghton and Bob Lincoln have been working very hard for
several months cross-cutting, Their objective being the Rose of Australia
e (his mine was situated near the Turon River crossng). Values were

i and they

the h.mm of gold mlmng Wllson and party are driving on Rowley's
eef, 1d) post of
X ndgcwdezpamnu{hzvmglgrutdralq(sucbeumm
their mine. They have about four tons of ore ready for u\lshlng in the.
Bear. future but this crushing is not expected to be
Joe Parslow and Bill Whittaker are :nn on devdnpmenul work and

they have been handicapped with undegro
ting.
four tons. mtcmwuh:mgumdmworktmuukbedmmy&uk.
umber of large at have been

found in the heavy gravelof th ereck boa Longmore and Faraday have
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one hundredth birthday. His son, Digger Hocking, has a tape of this
t

“Mis Hocking and all the Iamily e

beter place n which o live and bring p a

Diager olowed i his fahers foiscps and was invalved i almost
every aspect of community life, both in m: town itself and on many
dwlﬂﬂls wn'wvaﬂ“ . He has

He was a man of many skills. These covered carpener, painter,
‘miner, engine driver, film projectionist, shop assistant, but above all was
i Heal

had time (o listen, a quality that gave him understanding and a love of
people.
At par
infectious, and when he was present laughter became part of the outing.
appe o ot f ple. My

Kotk oatoalon 1S5 Kol o i tows. Wi 1 et

yp
1o help i my way T can o st you i .«omn m ‘memorable.

‘depression and post war years”. The remainder of this chapter is how
Digger remembers Hill End.

"The number of people who came, and stopped for a time at Hill End,
doss represent a very large number, when compared with the township's
population at that time. Of course, there were many people who came
and stopped for only a short period. The length of their stay was often
shorer than .

“The local policeman issued the dole tickets and was usually under

towns and villages would not be unduly disrupted by a large influx of

Tule End,
the reason being tha there was a large area of crown land where they
could live without disturbing the local community, and also that they
could eam some money by digging for

“The dole at that time was four shillings and nincpent
(spworimatly S0c) s wek or il peson. Same of th mon who
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receatly
success in finding good sized nugges in Oaky.
"D Coursy Bivns 4 pary working at Pullens Hill are still

dri Norther Tunnel and they have now driven the tunnel in
ifty et e e i being driven in the rock under the wash and the
wash i being tested at intervals. This party have built a large water dam
anda two mile long waer rac from the dam 1o the mine and shice
boxes are in of the i
falls wash from the mine can be treated.

*At Goodwin's Lady Belmore mine they are still driving along the
reef, the dve s now in 400 feet. A favourable change occurred during

“During the past three months there has been an average of 45 poople
receiving the dole at Hill End. With the ﬂbhil skin season now over for
this year it i expecied that this figure may in

re are a number of people at Hill End o have substantal
amounts in the (State) Govemment Savings Bank, but as they have been

y may
to go on the dole. The closure of the bank has caused considerable
hardship at Hill End.

The Newcomers.
weomers who settled in Hill End had one great advantage and

“The nes
that was the will 0 help themselves and cach other. They soon showed
that they

“have a go'. the
The people who came 1o sele t Hill End weroahic (o sty a
healthy open air climate. They soon mastered new skills, made friends

and clas rlationships ht were 10 1at for th rstof el ives, T
many of the young people who came to Hill End this was their firs
experience of a country life that provided the close cammumly
relationship that was part o the pleasure of living at Hill End.

Finding Shelter

Using local materials that were freely available, some were able to
build themselves a Watle and Daub hut with a bark roof, while others
were able to move into an abandoned house or hut. Either way they were
S00n able 10 establish themselves in a cosy home atlttle or no expense.
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Rufus Morris was another artist who made Hill End his part time
Some,and s d s witeJen avays e et thy spent i
*, German Town, Hill End. Rufus and Jean were always

A

Matlda Lister was living at Hill End in a house very close to Donald
Friend's h
she sanied 0 pain. Alhough sh was cderly a his time, she wert on

i g panings nthe Bk xibiion, and omanc ecssion won th
DiAsey Mortis bemorial Tise, dnd was fcoquendly rtiecd 0 35
Australi's Grandma Moses..

In the 19605 a talented young arist named Junior Baines visited Hill
End. Junior and his attractive wife Leah were part o the Hippie scene of
the sixties. During his stay at Hill End Junior painted a dramatic Mural
on the wall of the billiard room at the Royal Hotel. The mural was a
vivid portrayal of Hill End and its people. Unfortunately the painting
was later obliterated by Junior during a late night party.

Al eving il End bo e some e in Queesiznd nd then

a wem hill lnbe mg
var fom mountain in he norh, Bl then things went vey sour and the
hippies were no longer welcome. Junior and Leah had some trouble

getting out of Laos and then in 1969 they were in Goa, where he was
eauniagpinig. n pepanion o n exibiton i Bombay.

bstantial contribution of
i End a5 et and it place in which 5o much of the early
history of the gold rush era was still intact. This widespread publicity
was also a great morale booster to the townspeople, who, because of so
ich ot ki, ot & il e ot o

of

Beca iends th
Lown rceived  great el of pblchy. Dusing h 19505 and 19608 there
were many_astiles in the daily press; the "w.mn 's Weekly", "Pix",
eople”, and a host of other papers and magazines also featured the
Hisce vilag. T adiion tekt o Tadic Miacviove s progans,
film documentaries. Rolf Harris made a documentary at Hill End this was
shown in the UK as well as nationally. Dymphna Cusack, the Australian
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Mick had the foresight and mmy 10 obtain this from some of the
oldiimers before

Brian Hodge, 3 nephew of Mick, has aso produced thce wel
researched and beautifully written books: “Valleys o GaL o of
Gold", and "Remembered With Pride", the atter beng 2
Hammend, but i, o nd sncd by
in a much wider sweep of the xold mining history than
s wnde Ap.m from the Hill End history of gold mining, he also
gold rush
towns that were scattered around the Wester Goldfields. Mick and Brian
have certainly made a major contribution o the history of the Hill End

arca.

‘This unfolding story of Hill End's past, together with the continuous
‘publicity brought hundreds of peaple (0 the town and was the start of a

f tourists. The art itori been

powerful influence in preventing Hill End from going the way of so
many other surrounding towns. The publicity their work generated
‘prevented, what could have well been, Hill End becoming a ghost town,
and was undoubtedly the main factor in the town becoming an Historic
Site.
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novelis, visited Hill End praised its historical significance both on radio

r
In 1952 Keast ke Tocated the Holierman cllction of wet plate

Keast Burke, in his book “Gold and Silver”
"In 1951, a survey of phoographs in e Michel Library brought
rward the name of Bernard Otto Holterman who was catalogued as
being_responsible for some panoramas of the Sydney Harbour. On
inquiry t0 the then Mitchell Librarian, Phyllis Mander Jones, I was Told
ina leter of 22 November 1951 that she had ‘recently heard that plats of
photographs taken by old Mr Holterman may be in the possession of
Mrs M.C.Holterman of 15 Thomas St Chatswood."

"It appeared that Mrs Holterman was the widow of B.0.Holterman's
youngest son (Leonard) and that she sill held her father-in-law's
photographs. Tey were sfeypreservedin a garden room, but he room
had remaine {for many years.

“After some delay, a key was obtained through the co-operation of her
son Bernard Holterman 111, and the room disclosed its long_hidden
treasures. It was an incredible sight: neat stacks of cedar boxes of various
s & . .

in perfect preservation. A number of enamelled iron boxes, not so

Eventually enlarged and titled, the photographs were display
throughout Australia, exciting much interest. During 1958-9 the ABC
used the photographs in a series of documentary programs, written and
presened by Keast Burke and his wifeIrs.

history of Hill End. The photographs provided a very detailed picture of
the Hill End commercial, residential and mining scene as it was in the
18705, and now it was possible to document the history of the town as it
was in its zenith.

‘The momentum of ity was sustained by the publlcailon in
1964 of Harry Hodge's "Hill End Story" Book 1. Book 2 followed
1965 and the final book of the seies followed in 1972.

“This series of three books were an important contribution to Hill End
and s history. This Ristry of Ll En s Mick s i, came at jost the
right time. For twenty years or more he had been gathering information
from the oldtimers and spending countless hours in research. The books
highlight Hill End's period of glory. These books are most important
because a lot of the material they contain is very precious oral history.
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‘The finished nugget had a very realistic appearance, in fact 50
realistc, that in order to recover some of the gold specimens, souveni
hunters smashed the replica nugget to pieces. It had been left overnight
at the sports ground, because of the difficulty in moving such a heavy
weight.

the raising of the Star of
Peace shaft, for it was not possible to stage this event a the actual Beyer
i o =

Reins in hand George Denam urges Tiger 1o pull away from the Star of

End in 1951

AngusL of other who
at this time were working for Devon Gold, expended a considerable
amount of time timbering the collar of the Star of Peace shaft and
putting in a stage (blocking the shaft off) some five metres down. This

900 feet deep and i the deepest shaft on Hawkins Hill.

A et s’ wis bl an act replica of the whims that were
used in the early days, to pull the ore and mullock from a shaft.A horse.
supplied by George Denman was used o work the whim. After the
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Chapter 26

Sports Reflecting Gold and Local
ndustries

After World War 11, Hill End gained a reputation for organising
camival sports days with a difference. These events not only attracied
large numbers of people (0 Hill End, but they also received widespread
media attention.

Many of the cvents were unique to Hill End and were, in the main,
thought out and developed by the locals. The first of these camivals

contestants 0 use tools and equipment that were n us2 in the gold rush
day

In October 1951, the Hill End citzens held thei first big event, "
was called the "Hill End Jubilee and Gold Centenary Celebration

vas o celebrte e discoveryof gold i Austlia. The varions et
‘were spread over a full week.

‘The main attractions were: Educational and Historical Exhibition -
PSAA Sports - Bathurst Migrant Concert - Grand Centenary Ball - Re-
Enactment of the Raising of the Beyers and Holterman Nugget -
Historical Street Procession - Rock Drilling Exhibition - Gold Washing
Competition - Gold Specimen Race - Polo Match - Gold Mine Lucky-
Dipsomeof thelcky.dips contined specs of gold - Gold Nugas were

atcs by the Mudgeeand Orange Aer Clab anda Rifle
xhomlng competti

" replica o the Beyers Hollerman nugget was cast from Hawkins
Hill quartz held together with cement and sand and there was a
competition (0 guess its weight. T moulded the replica Holterman
Nugget, by making a mathematical enlargement, taken from a
Photograph of the nuggel, this resulted in an outlin of the correct shape

was formed. Devon Gold supplied some quartz specimens showing,
‘colours of gold. These specimens were placed in the mould and bonded
together with re-enforcing, sand and cement. Gold paint mixed with fine
sand was applied (o the cemented area, to simulate the gold of the
original nugget.
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y was then

winner declared.

A Centenary Queen competition was held and the "Queen” was
i Hall on the Frid:

night. The music at the Ball was provide by Jack Coxheads Bathurst
Orchestra.

Hon.G.Arthur, Miise for Mnu:s % namberofaherdigniaies were
police

fficers, and Members of L

. The A.B.C had a mobile unit at the town for several days and
2Pic, Wamens Weeky', and eovincial and metopolin newsapers
v b ot very god o

0 Friend conelbuted & vy fine line drawing depicting,

Holleman wihcamersand  background of Clrke Sueet
was in 1872. This drawing was used as the cover design for the Jubilee:
Program and information booklet.

“The celebrations were a marvellous success, and the co-operation of
the whole town in this commanity effort brought the people together in
‘2 manner that had not been experienced before. The feeling amongst the:
townspeople was one of great satsfaction, because a small town, with a

idents, had bee

function with actvities spread over a week.

‘The success of this initial festival set the scene for many future
functions of a similar format. The main feature of all these was the

hip and support received from local and dhect oope ad, on

the day, many of the regular visitors gave valuable assi

Bacsr weckend bocamo s permane daie for masy of our fto
functions and each year we endeavoured to introduce new themes that
reflected some unique local skill. The proceeds of these functions were
used to assist various local organisations

In 1953 the Citizens Association held the Holterman Festival and
Photographic Exhibition. In addition to the Photographic Exhibition,
there was a Car Rally from Bathurst to Hill End Via Turondale. The
Bathurst Car Club combined with the Hil End Commiges,and e Bally
proved a great success, with about 35 cars taking part in

‘The police would not permit a car race, but we were e e
the Rally by setting a set safe time, the compefitor finishing in that time
or closest 1o it, to be the winner. I travelled the course and scaled the
time in an envelope, opened afte the Rally was completed, the time was
69 minutes.
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“nugget” was pulled to the surface, it was loaded on 10 a spring cart that

was lent by the Drakeford family. This spring cart had originally

belonged o Holterman, 5o, it was a most appropriate vehicle for the rc-
enactment.

Angus Longmore played the part of Berard Holterman and Digger
Hocking the part of Beyers. They were assisted in the raising of the
nugget by Tea Woolard. Mick Fisgeri, Res ‘Warry Junior and Jack
Elli, all of whom were dressed in period costume. To add some colour to
the scene three ladies, Margo Fuge, Beryl Woolard and Hilda Allen were

the shaft top, all beautifully dressed in period frocks and twirling
colourful sunshades. It was a most impressive performance by all
concemed.

With the nugget in the spring cart, George Denman in the role of
driver and on board,
of Reef Street where the cart with nugget on board was to lead the
procession through the town. In the procession ‘Beyers and Holterman®
rode in a valuable period coach loaned by Mr.H.Rotherby of Mandurama.

Another interesting vehicle in the procession was a 1896 Horseless
Carriage. This was one of the first cars made by Intemational and was
brought to Australia at the beginning of this Century. The car was
loancd of W puti ing order by
that very ingenious and skilful person, Tom Ryan, of "Pomenara” Sallys
Flat. His brother Matt assisted by repainting the intricate line work on
the body of the Intemational. This fancy line work was a carry-over from
similar decorative work that had adomed horse drawn vehicles of that
period.

y dri
was accompanied by Hilda Allan, who sported an attractive and very

b Bowers subscquentysld e Inemstiona HorselssCariage
t0the Vesta Battery

Other floats depicted various aspecs of the mining industry, sports,
school, younger set, and local ativiies.

‘The keynote of the exhibition was gold and its influence on Hill End.
There were various devices that had been used for the winning of Gold
from the alluvial by generations of miners, including the "banjo, tub
and cradle, trough and cradle, and "Long Tom". All were fully functional
‘and miners gave working demonsrations.

In the gold dish washing competition each competitor had to fill his
dish with gold bearing wash dirt, wash the gold from the dirt and place
the specs in a "pot” and then keep washing until the final bell. The gold
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Another theme for our sports related to the Hill End Bush Fire
Brigade, the profits from his Festival being devoted to improving the
fire-fighting equipment. Again events were designed around Bush Fire:
Fightng actvitics, with various Fre Fighting Teams aking pac % m
event.

fesiival we held an Art Union, the prize being a e peig
complete with bricle and saddle.

A novel, money-raising event was operated in conjunction with the
Hill End Rifle Club, and was instituted to raise money for the P and C.
‘This competiton wa contested on a weekly bass, and consisted of a
The sheet
was placed on a board in te- Ruyzl Hotlad hose wisking o paricipie

target was
{hen aken ou 0 Riflo Range and plced behin the usul aget vecd at
the weekly shoot. A previously nominated rifleman then fired at the
target. The winner of the competition was the one whose cross was
nearest o the bullet hole.

Al our sports days concluded with a Ball at night and the festivities
usually finished up about 3 am.next morin

“The Ausiralian Muzzle Loading Gun Club played a prominent rol in
the Hill End Easter sports and in fact stll hold their Australian Muzzle-
Loading Rifle Championship at Hill End.

‘The Muzzle-Loaders fitted in very well with the Hill End msmnm
theme, because the majority of members were keenly interes
colonil Nstory. On h fstivaldays a mumber f lob members dres
in period costume.

Quite a few of the members had rifles they had made themselves,
many members were skilled sunemits In ulding tese rifes some
used .50 calibre rifle barrels made at Lithgow.

“Th muzal-Joading shot gun used by th gun club competd very
favourably with modern shot-guns when the club held their clay-pigeon
shoot at Hill End.

‘The members of the Gun Club made many friends at Hill End and
were and stil are welcome guesis.

Some of members of the club who visted Hill End during the period
discussed in this history were:

Lyn McKenzie, Frank d'Astoli, Bob Boakam, Eaid Kel
Jobn Kell, Bill Maris, Bett; Mar
Johe Audrews, Tony Hill, Edgar P o-=n O"Flaherty,
Dean, Peter Leggets, Peter Tsies, Ken Turabull,

3






index-178_1.jpg
-

between i

from Bathurst, Hill End and Sofala.

Another interesting event was put on by the Bathurst Model Acro
Clab.

‘We also had 500 leaflets printed, a percentage of these were Iabelled as
“Lucky Leaflets”. The leaflets were released over the sports ground from
an Actoplanc flown b the Madgee Acto Club.andanyone resieving a

Leaflet” was enitled o various cash or iscountprizes donated by
B P people. Vin Suttor from Triamble was a_ great
supporter of the various Hill End sports days and always amanged for an
Acro Display.

riened towards gold mining. In other years we. had festvals
bighlghing Hill End indus

he Gam Loaf mdusry was working at Il End, we ek &
Golcat Fesivaland Gum Leaf Cutiing competitions were held, These

Highy competive and exciingevnts.
also had evens in keeping with the Timber Mill such as log
mm; ‘with Chain Saws, Pit Sawing, and Cross Cut Sawing. One year
Leo and Ray Auld put on a Fumiture Making event,the furiture being
cut out of green logs with chain saws. This cvnt i picked wp by the
press and was also a feature aricle in
1.quote a small part of this "Pix”

i

“The brothers Leo and Ray Auld selected a large "Cabbage” gum,
standing straight and tall among it fellows. *If's got 1o be solid right
through," said Leo, asthe saw burst inio an ear shartering whire.
“The savwdust lew as the saw ate into the butt and in no time the tree
crashed o carth
“The brothers slected a tree footlength and cu it ut. Then with a
piece of chalk, one of them rapidly roughed out a pattern on the section,
he saw and. i long the

outline.
“AS the waste pieces fell away, a one-piece chair with a comforiable
sloping back, solid legs and rounded seat was let standing o the ground.

table o footstool.
“These three demonsiration pieces of furniture had taken only a few
minutes (o shape.
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‘pounds of sugar, buter, sultanas, currants and other ingredients. This
type of ruit cake was always available at home and father usually had a
picce every meal.

Dampers were 15 inches across and contained 10 cups of flour,
usually mixed with liberal quaniities of clotted cream. So much for
cholesterol. Rock cakes were produced 40 or 50 at a time. Great legs of

S o e 1 by

oy
1, and locally moke
cured bacon, and eggs were on tap for light meals.

Although most people kept a number of fowls for the production of
eggs, poultry was only on the menu for special feast days; and on the
occasions we did kill a fowl we had 1o be careful it was not, Henny
Peacy, iek Pick or Ross o one of the aber pet ruwxs, They were

llowed to live out long and well
3 never » eaton o Eling: 1w e v 30 gt folly

decided theirfte.
We lvays ket o that supplid us withplenty o milk, cream
and some butter. The main problem with the cow was (0 decide which

merter o he il 'l b e ke nd who would o hecaf
in the pen each evening. Both these tasks require attention 365 days per
year and were never popular. Mum, myself and one sister were the only
Voluntees for milking. Dad and the other four children wisely claimed
e oo g e ki of g

ur cows were usually named after the month of their birh, 5o we
o Sep, Jan, June-etc. All became family pets and thisty years lter
arestill emembered and spoken of with affection.

When my wife and I were living at Tambaroora, we had ajersey calf
called June. Betty had botde fed June from birth and she had become a
real family pet. On one occasion we were gaing on holidays and decided
10 take her up to mum and dad at Hill End. To move the calf we just
walked her nto the back of our seven seater Hudson car. This was no

ed 10 enjoy a car

the car if we were going oul.

o bl FIM B, o s ot of e oot
‘me, she followed me into the house. As 1 went (0 the dining room
Sk 1o mum,Jun, went it Kichen whee dad b Jet st th
table for breakfast There was a loud shout from dad and when I ran into
the Kitchen I found that June was under the table. She was just high
enough 1o lft the legs of the table about six inches off the ground and
dad i

on June's back. Actually June was quite unperturbed and when we lfted
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added o the washing hole and the subsequent rise in water temperature.
‘made dish washing a ltle easier for the fossicker.

A e el of et 's d\w 0.l how locals and sewcomers who
weatheced out the depressic ‘managed to support themselves
and o their rumms 'y sold i dlgpllg in the gullies and creeks
underground mining. The vast majority worked very hard and very few
were rewarded in keeping with the amount of labour expended, but they

did retain
those who by chaice or necessity had femained in Sydney. In addition

great deal of comradeship. Some had even found a life partner. In
years 1 oke o 8 number f people who had weatherd out e
ion in Hill End. At the mention of Hill End their face would light
up and they would start telling me about the good times they had there,

iz ok wimer. o et 3

left their mwm home, often wi

My siser e seid lo m she ’ell ity about th happy Tistle e
had experienced at Hill End during the depression.
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‘The dray road between the Deep Levels mine and the Robert Emmett
crushing battery yielded a handsome profit 1o the fossickers. The horse
drawn drays had carted ore from the the mine t0 the battry for twenty
years along this road and on each trip small pieces of gold-bearing ore
would fall from the load.the ore being ground by the steel-shod dray

heels. Two
Hocking and Bill Bennet. One day when they were working there Rex
Seddon, o Hill End, whatthe.
hell they were doing digging up the road. When they told him they were
Iookeg e 4w o of gl e comment wa:“Cod et
itle did he know that they were doing

worked.

for they know not what they dor. Li
vy wall st i B e e f th bt o

Rex, like most of the newcomers, had leamed 1o fossick, but not
knowing the background of this old road, he could not understand why
there would be any gold there. As a child 1 washed a dish of dirt from an
old road leading off Reef Street. To my surprise there were four
pennyweights of gold remaining in the dish after washing away the dirt.
‘The gold still had some quartz clinging 1o it, and it had obviously come

imen that had bet man

crushed by dray wheels.

newchums from
oo of ol S, ¥ M e o md in
such illogical locat

s ks et AR S S OIS S
were sunk in the alluvial clays and gravels, thousands of dishes of dirt
were carried or wheeled 10 water-holes and washed with the hope of
getting a few grains of gold. Gold was found in the Hill End public
school grounds, and holes were dug and gold was found on the Post
Office Flat,

found payable gold, founda
in our back yard. i

these small discoveries were all very welcome.

T th hash 4l End wines the fosicher il hd to setoumdgea
pennyweight or the family did not eat. The fossicking led
Aroud iy wae and hnds becams cacked 4 e e Thi was the
result of puddling the clay and gravel in near freezing water. Mution fat

i U ol e iy e i I ] e Vi
they bu ins of water. This
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Chapter 8
The Great Depression

The depression that commenced in the 19205 and to some extent
continued until the commencement of World War 2, was an economic
disaster of immense proportions, and, for those people who were part of
it their ives would never be the same

“The world economic situation deteriorated rapidly

thousands of farmers faced imminent bankrupicy; profits fell and
i the Wall

in New York during late October 1929 accelerated the world crisis.

By 1929 the percentage of the work force unemployed was 9.3%.
“This had risen 10 25.8% by the beginning of 1931 and by the middic of
1932 the figure had risen to 30%. It was generally accepted that from
1930 to the end of 1934 more than a fifth of the work-force was out of
work.

To that group of unemployed must be added those who finished
school and failed to find a place in the work-force, others, mostly
women, who withdrew from it in despair, and a further group of
employees working redaced hous. In 1932 when wnemployment among
30%, it would

as many as one million pEL)pl: e onl work-force of a e over o
million lacked full-time employ

T coamonic staion 1 deioated rpicly dring te st ow
months of 1930, unemployment rising rapidly. There was no
Systematically organised government relief except in Queensland; what
was available iregular. There.
of the unemployed. These seemed 1o be expressions of frustration and
despair, rather than political protests. Many of the unemployed set out
for the country districts by ‘begging a Iift'or jumping the ratler”. They
fared no betier, unless they were skilled at rabbit trapping or were able o
beg from the farmers. The landowners had no money to employ anyone,
let alone inexperienced city dwellers.
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Creek. There were other claims in Tambaroora Creek, Red Hill Creck,

Foremans Gully, Hill End Creek, Specimen Gully and Dirt Holes Creck.

All were under lease, the majority had been held for many years by the
family.

y
storms called "Guly Rackers. The heavy sioms were nocded 0 wash

down the dirt that the miners were continuously stacking in the sluices.
‘The light material was vashed away Iuvmg th vy gravel s gld
igh a gold

orfosicking dish 10 separe e gold rom the grave

g the dry. periods the alluvial miners sank holes or dug tunnels
iy el b 0 el of g0ld bearing wash that the early
miners had missed. Al the dm taken out of these holes contained some

il
Snmenmex explus.m were used o blow down the banks of the

stacked
o sluw: 0 awaita heavy ain som. The main channel of the i
was gradually pushed into the bark by forning wooden bari
composed of
these posts saplmg,: were laid to form a solid wall. All thesomes st
behind

the alluval bank. The orce of the wate then gradually undereut the bank
causing the bank 1o fall in to the stream and eventually the light matcrial
‘would be washed away, again Jeaving e heavy graveland gol i the
bottom of the slu e vaiding e fortunate cnough to get

Tos Sepentencs 00 hnvy rain made stomwater sluicing rather an

uncertain . but m:
such as the two Ellis families, Hamiltons, Woolards, Bennetts, Maris,
Kaight, Thampsons, Greens, Carves, Everts and Lye, raised amilies
being gold

won from these sluices.
‘The Ellis families were very experienced in alluvial gold mining and
held leases in Golden Gully for half a century or more. Both Sam
George Ellis senior had a number of sons, most of whom spent some
‘part of their life alluvial mining.Their knowledge of the field and their
very professional approach o alluvial mining, combined with tenacity
ad e will o wor.made themexpers n s typeof gold mining.
t and sister Florence spent their life living in a miner's
vatle and oy colup: situated at the head of Dist Holes Creek. Frank
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I dedicate this book to my family and
friends who all helped to make things
possil
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m odd jobs or a stint at rabbit trapping most of these
{amils made  Bving fom allvia g0l Living was inexpensive, they
all owned their own home, they had good gardens, most had cows and
fowls. some had pigs or geat. They made the own fu o
fruit and vegetables, there was plenty of firewood and unlimited manure
for the garden, all were free.

Most of the business people in town were gold buyers and bought the
miners’ gold, paying in cash or goods. In the 1920s the ruling price was

i i 25)

‘The buyer would usually give a lttle less than the market price to
allow for impurities in the gold and the cost of selling fo the mint or
bullion merchant. However, the main purpose of the shopkeepers in
buying the gold was (0 provide a service 1o his customers who found it
il to marke uch sl o,

A few miners continued (o work in underground mines. They either
followed reefs in the old workings or tried new areas in the hope of
finding some payable ore. Most of the men who had spent part of their
working life in underground mines preferred this type of mining. The
‘preference for underground or alluvial mining seemed to run in familics
and wuwrwd o o b o . bt of o g s

Verking in th old sl diggings where it il b kel make
arealy big fnd. Othee minersprefered warking on the ivers. This was

qnlu different to that of the alluvial miner working Feir Hill End and

Apan from ordinary alluvial gold digging there was another band of

hundledx of ounces of amalgam tht had been lost in the past when
thousands of ounces of gold had been treated in these plants. Small
quantities of amalgam lost during each crushing or when cleaning up,
gradually worked its way down into the ground. The terrific vibrations
caused by the stampers falling into the battery box resulted in the heavy
amalgam working down decper and deeper into the earth around the
battery i d the the

‘Then there were others who dug up and washed the dirt from old roads
over which rich ore had been carted. Some of the ore had fallen off the
drays and then been crushed by the steel shod wheels of the drays, thus
releasing the gold.
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and Florence always had a wonderful garden, filled with flowers,

vegelables and fr brees. 1L was  delight 1o cothisgardn in spring:
lants loaded with large red and yellow ponderosa; the

green leaves of climbing beans in tepee like groups, held up by e

stringy bark sticks, crisp lettuce and cabbage, and neat rows of peas,

persnip and s, I the e yard wer potioes ad vast mounds of

pumpkin,
abundance that we were always zlvw a bucket of tomatoes or a bag of
other goodies we called.

Frank and Florence were very shy people and because of the solation
of with
anyone. However, when the opportunity aros, she could discuss current
affairs, and from her grasp of the subect, it was obvious that she was
great reader. Frank had very strong political opinions and was always
quite happy 1o spend an hour or two det e merits of various
‘politcal ideologies.

‘When my brother Ivor and I were working on our Red Hill lease,
Frank, on his way (o work in his sluice, would arrive at our place of
work about 8 am. While we worked Frank would join in some
discussion, usually political. This would continue until lunch time. We
would then put the billy on for tea, and Frank would produce his
sandwiches and join us for lunch. If the subject under discussion was of

sufficient interest he would stay with us until the 4 pm knock-off time.
‘Apart from the days Frank spent with us or on the rare occasions
when he worked for wages, he regularly putin an eight hour day in his
sluice at the top end of Tambaroora Creek. The gold Frank won from this
sl suppotd bt ki ad Florence Ty ivedsimply bt well and
always had cash for any extra purchases

o e vers another brother, Chare et 10 liv a the Knight

me. He was also a very good fossicker and supported himself
(nmr_hng in Dirt Holes Creck.

Charlie Clifford was a newcomer (o the district and he lived in what
had been Charles Hamilton's Family home. As this house was very close
0 the Valentine mine we knew Charlla vy wall and be Ercgunly

: m the
Dint ol ek arc gave im n independent f sl that Sued his

Frank Walpole, Charlie and Billy Lye, Billy Hamilton and sons Ken,
Walter, L orked sluices at

Gully and the return from these was one of their main source of income
for many years.
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Chapter 7
Individual Mining 1920s-1930s

923 my father, whilst still Underground Manager at the Deep
Levels Mine, developed a serious medical problem. A Mudgee doctor
considered that a contributing factor 1o his illness was the constant
dampness and uneven temperature experienced in the underground
workings at the mine. In view ol‘ this dxagnusls it was decided that m
family here my father
it ol riends who wee recaiming and on th Narrabeen ke,
They were using a steam boiler and engine (o drive a large sand
‘pump, all of which was set up on a floating barge. The water and sand
was then pumped through pipes and deposited on swampy areas on the
lakes cdge. Many houses wer e bl on thisreclimed and.

to reclaim
Iand and the dredging apmnan came to a halt. Once again father tumed
1o his life-long love affair with gold mining, and, in May 1928, dad left
Narrabeen t0 retum 1o Hill End and open up the Lady Belmore Mine.

He had formed a syndicate consisting of family and friends. Their
object was to investigate the old workings of the Lady Belmore Mine
situated well down  the southern slope of Hawkins Hill. 1t had not been
‘worked for 50 years, but a miner who had worked there in the 1870s told
dad about a rich chute of gold left in the min. While he and his mates
had been working in the mine, they had found a nch chmc of gold, but,
because of a disputation between the owners and the miners about unpaid
wages, the location of the chute of gold had not boen mace nown o the
mine owners,

“The dispute cventually caused the closure of the mine and before
leaving the miners had covered the gold up. Their idea was (o retum
when the lease became available. Because of changing circumstances the.
‘miners who knew of the hidden gold left Hill End and never refumed.

Just before he died, one of these miners told dad what he knew about
it. His only request was that a share in the mine be given (o his wife.

i formed i

After preliminary arrangements had been completed, the Syndicate
proceeded 10 clean out and re-timber the shaft. With only a windless
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At this same period Jimmie Smythe loaded and carted wood by a
horse-drawn, four wheel wagonette from Prince Alfred's Hill to Reef
40 heaps and.

perload.

Jimmy had to load the wood and cart it about a mile on the wagonette.

The pls e o fo et o ot s Fmprepentile cn
s standards.

thnz the ore from the Hawkins Hill gully up to Hill End by pack
horse was the same method as that used in the early days, when the rich
ore from the Hawkins Hill mines was transported up the hill to the
g plans sl s th HA Bl

5

father had a large.
yin 15 v up the sicp skde of 1 Rl 10 a Fceiving dam o8
Hill End side of Kissing Point. The ore from this dump was

Hill End.
ore from Beyers and Holterman's mine, ore so rich that it had o be
‘guarded during transport (o the crushing plant.
With the depression worsening, mass unemployment in Sydney, and
D .

il End and i hi ock wilh moths o s et gold
Soi caly 1931 mam. o s, & s and myself e 10 il
End, and took up residence in our home in Reef Street.

Dunnz et 1320 gt B s vciom il o

capm.l o wpior abou in order 10 open up old mines or prospect new

beyond the resources of small syndicates.
Mary were s very successful in paying dividends 1o their

helped oy economy.
i ‘Marshall

capital 10 re-open mines or carry out developmental work, mainly on
Hawkins Hill orin the Amalgamated and Consolidated Tunnel. Raising
finance during the depression years was nol an easy fask, but because

ing the cconomic

P
In the late 19205 and early 1930s, there were a number of small
parties of miners working underground and there were many others
suicing the alluvial gravels at Tambaroora and Hill End. Golden Gully
had a continuous line of suicing claims, running from where the gully
commences at Fischer’ Hill right down (o is junction with Tambaroora

38





index-48_1.jpg
T

operated by man power and the usual hand tools in use at that time, the
timbering and de-watering 0ok six monihs to complet.

was found in of
rich gold. This patch was close (o the surface and in a
‘completely differentlocation to where the gold was supposed to have

leit, and in fact this proved to be the only gold that the syndicate

found in the Lady Belmore Mine.
The fist cusing from this vein yekded 33 ounces o gold aken
from three tons of ore, a second crushing of about eight tons of ore

yielded 43 ounces of gold. At 1988 gold prices the two crushings would
have produced about $50,000.00. By the time the sccond crushing was

10 see if they could find the gold that had brought them (0 the Lady
Belmore in the first place. Further prospecing in the shaft and in a
tunnel driven under the shaft ata lower level resulted in two smal trial
crushings that yielded a few ounces of gold; but no further quantity of
payable ore could be found.

‘The mine was temporarily closed down in August 1929 After the
closure of the Mine dad retumed 1o Sydney and went to Bougainville
Island to investigate a gold-mining prospect for a Sydney syndicate. On
his retum he spent some time at Pambula on the South Coast of NSW

In 1931 the syndicate members contributed some further capital and
with the assistance of Government aid the Lady Belmore tunnel was
driven in a further 200 fect bringing the fotal length t0 400 fee, Several
small, tria crushings were taken out but the results did not warrant any
further work, and  the mine finlly closed in mid 1931

‘who included Arthur ook, Morrie Judge, Harry Garner, Joe Parslow, dad

An interesting point about this mine was that Charlic Maris
contracted to transport three tons of ore from the Lady Belmore to a
crushing plant in the grounds of “Bleak House" in Reef Street Hill End.
Asth i i ie deci ack t

“The ore was in hgs‘onebagnlmheduchsmenhpﬂcksﬂdl:m
that they were evenly balanced on the horse. The price c
pound e sillings ($2.50) per ton. This eprsenicd abou 25 i





